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To ſpend every Day, through the whole 
Courſe of his Life, in a religious and accep- 
table Manner. 


| Advice how to keep the L o R D's- DA v holy. 
A Courſe of Reading the Holy Scriptures, 
wherein is ſhewn how much they out-do in| 
Eloquence, all the Rules of human Art. A right|| 
Method of Education; the ill Conſequence off 
withholding Inſtruction from Children; how to 
ſubdue their Paſſions, and make them a Comfort | 
to their Friends, and a Bleſſing to the World. 


t Yo Fiasrs end FasTs. | 
To which are added, COLLECTS on | 


{ſeveral "Occaſions. | 

Alſo, a DiscouRsE concerning the ;ndiſpenſble, ; 
though, in Country Parfhes, much- neglected Duty of | 
receiving the Bleſſed Sacrament of the LORD's-SUPPER, ; 
Wherein the Nature of it is deſcribed, 
The Obligations of Frequenting it enforced. 
All the Excuſes, uſually breught for the Neglect of ir aner-. | 
The Ignorant Per ſon taught what he muſt do in order to be 


A Worthy Communicant. 


And becauſe all muſt die, Rules are given for a devout | 
Behaviour in the Time of SICKNESS; and Directions 
laid down how to prepare for a happy Change at DEATH. 


| — Converſation is in R I 
Continue in Prayer, and Watch in the ſame, with 
1 Thankſgiving. COL. iv. 2. 


| The THIRTEENTH EpiT10N, Correfted and 
| Improved. | 
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To the Pr1ovus | Sf 


F all the wonderful Works of God, 
() the nobleſt and moſt exalted of any in 
ſh, = this lower World, is Man. For the 
his Body be formed out of the Duft of the- 
Ground, yet in this frail and corruptible Body, 
God hath placed a moſt excellent and heavenly 
Inbabitant, a rational and immortal Soul, ca- 
pable of knowing, loving, and ſerving it's 
Maker here, and of enjoying him for ever in 
the Kingdom of Heaven hereafter. The Thought 
of this will lead every conſiderate Man to ſtand 
amazed at the extreme Folly and Blindneſs of 
Mankind, to fee how childifhly they prefer poor 
feeting Satisfaftions, before thoſe that are laſt- 
ing, ſolid, and eternal. The pooreſt Perſon in 
your Pariſh (though the Rich may look on him 
with Scorn) has an immortal Soul, worth more 
than the whole World, and all its tempting 
Glories; and if he will but do his beft, through. 
the divine Aliſtance, to live in Obedience to 
God's Laws, he will moſt afſuredly die in bis 
Favour, and through the Merits of Chriſt riſe 
again at the laſt Dey, and ſo be ever with 
the Lord. Do you then att lite a Man, and, 
what is more, like a Chriſtian, that you loſe 
not your Hope in ſo glorious an Enterprize, 
| ? 2 e ernity 


2445 The Pr oo 5; 


Eternity is at Stake, and Heaven is ſet ho 
fore you, as your Inheritance, and exceeding 
great Reward. That Heaven, for which many 
holy Men and Women have ſpent thoſe precious © 
Hours in Works of  Piety and "Devotion, 
which careleſs and wicked People waſte in 
Rioting and Drunkenneſs : That Heaven, for © 
which Martyrs have laid down their Live- 
This Heaven is freely offered to you. What a 
prodigious Folly is it, for Men to betake 
themſelves with ſo much eagerneſs to the ma- 
naging of their earthly Affairs, and yet be fo % 
groſsly negligent in what concerns their Soul 1 
© They will toil and ſweat for the fading Po. 
ſeſſions of this Life; * expreſs too little Con- 
cern for that bliſsful State, which ſhall never 
have an End, It is quite the reverſe in other © 
Matters. Behold ! the _ buſy Contriver will © 
- buſtle through all Difficulties to bring about bis 
Deſigns. The ambitious Man ſpends reſtleſs _ 
Days, and ſleepleſs Nights, to raiſe himſelf to @ = 
Poſt of Honour. You in the Country riſe early, 


I 

? 
late take reſt, and eat the Bread of Care- 
fulneſs, in order to ſupport your ſelves, or increaſe 
your Acres of Land. Thug do Men of all Ranks, | 
with great Application, beſtow their Thoughts 


33 and Labours an Matters relating to this mortal 
TI 7 and ſadly axle the weightier Concerns 
1 of Eternity. 

It You cannot but have heard, how many Na- 
39 tions ftill fit in Darkneſs, and the Shadow of 
Ji Death, whoſe pitiable Caſe it is to live and die 


' without the . N true God, Or of 
Jeſus 
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Country Pariſhioner. 2 oP 
ſus Chriſt, our only Lord and Saviour: Yeu 


commiſerate and bewail their Ignorance : What 
will be the Portion of the benighted Heathen 
at the laſt Day, upon whom the Light of the 


_ glorious Goſpel hath not ſhined, becomes not us 


to determine. We may be affured of this, that 
the merciful Judge of all the Earth will do 


right. But certainly, they who boaſt of the 


glorious Title of being Chriſtians, and never- 
theleſs lead Lives contrary to that holy Pro- 
feſſion, are in a far worſe State than a Hiea- 
then Man, or an Infidel, Our all gracicus 
Cod, that Men might not fooliſhly caſt then 
ſelves away, by doating on the Follies of this 
vain Life, has by the greateſt Hopes and mat 


awakening Threatnings, and by all the wie 
Arts of Love, endeavoured to reſcue them from 


Ways that lead to Deſtruttion. 
He ſtriftly commands Parents, Aaſters of 


Families, and Miniſters of the Goſpel, to quicren = 
your Apprebenſions of Sin, and fhew the una- 
 wakened Soul the dreadful Conſequences of it. 


And many good People by an unblemiſhed 
Life, by public and private Inſtructions, and 
by writing Devotional Treatiſes, have, and ſtill 


do endeavour to remove that thick Veil, which 


clouds the Underſtandings of inconſi derate and 
#ngodly Men. 

The Age we live in (Thanks be to Cod ) abounds 
with pious Boos; and it is to be hoped that 


* the World is bettered by them. If ſeme ſhall 
F - therefore cenſure this Performance as unne- 5 


ceſſary, # Jay, that I do not remember to have 
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vi To the Pro vs 
een any Trali of this Nature, which contains 


in fo narrow a Compaſs, all the Duties requi- 
fite to Salvation. Beſides, ſome People like one 


Book, ſome another: What does not affect one, 
may fen. bly touch another. This Variety is 
here put into one Manual, that by its Cheapneſs 


and Brevity it may be purchaſed and peruſed 
by ſuch as have not Money to go to the Price 
of, or Leiſure to turn over many Books. And 
F but one Sinner is reclaimed, the Author has 


his Reward ; and he hopes he ſhall be able al- 


ways to bear any Cenſure, when the Providence © 


of - God offers him an 3 * doing 
Good. 
No Words can 700 of how great Uſe 


theſe devout Breathings of the Soul towards 
God will be, to preſerve you in a devout Frame 


at all Times, and in all Places. For what 
Temptation is likely to cvercome the Man that 
is well fortified, and upon his Guard all the 
Day long ? Many Enemies have you to ſtrug- 
gle with; Enemies that are continually aftive 


«nd induſtrious to lay Baits, and ſuggeſt Temp- 
tations to rob you of your Innocence; and your 


treacherous Heart will be too apt to join in 


"Confederacy againſt yourſelf. Think therefore, 
my Friend and Pariſhioner, for it concerns you 


nearly, think that the Time will quickly come, 


when your Fleſh, after all your Care of it, 
ce ill fink into a noiſome Carcaſs, and be only 
Lad for Worms, Spend, therefore, ſome. lei- 


/rre Hours in adorning your Soul with good 


75 orks, and rendering it agreeable in [the Sight. 
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Country Pariſhioner. Vil 


of Ged, and of his holy Angels, before whom 
zt muſt appear, and perhaps very ſoon. For, 
how often do you hear of People ſnatched away 
by ſudden Death? This may be your own 
Caſe , be therefore always prepared. It is the 


great Artifice of the Devil 10 perſuade yon, 


that it is Time enough to be pious ; But God 
has made the Hour of Death uncertain, that 
you may be ready whenever he ſummons you oi! 


of this Life. When once you are laid in the 


Grave there is no Repentance : As Death re- 
ceives you, fo Judgment will find you. 
Think how diſmal will be that Day, when 
bold, profligate Sinners ſhall be ſe  parated from 


the Godly, and for ever baniſhed from the Sight 


and Preſence of God; when they ſhall be aban- 
done to the Fury of Devils to all Eternity. 
On the other Side; lift up your Eyes by Faith, 


and you will ſce, that they who have done wel', 


have the Honour of aſſociating with Patriarchs 
and Prophets, of converſing with Saints and 


Martyrs, and all their dear Friends and Rela- 


?0ns departed hence in the Lord. 
II. is the Deſign of this little Book, to awaken 


the Unthinking into Confideration; to ſtir up 


all Parents, and Guardians, and Tutors, to 
take care of all ſuch as are committed to their 


© Charge. If by your Negligence, bad Example, 
e ill Conduct, the Souls of your Children, or 


Servants ſhall periſh, God will ſeverely reckon 
with you another Day; and may juſtly require 
their Blood at your Hnds. This Thougbt 


Y ſhould make all careleſs Governors tremble, & ho 


Ko: . uſe 


viii To the Prlous 
uſe few or no Endeavours to inſtruft and re- 
Ferm their Children, Relations, or Servants ; 


bat cut of a cruel Fondneſs gratify their Hu- 


mours, ond ſuffer them without Correttion to 
go on in Tying, Curſing, and Railing, and all 
bad Courſes, till at laſt they grew bold in Wick- 


edneſs. Too many have no higher Aims in the 
Education of their Children, than barely to 


teach them what will qualify them for Trades 
and Employments, or to bring them up in Vanity 
and Pride. Indeed, were Men deſigned only for 
this Life, it were enough that they were educated 
according to the Maxims of this World, but where- 


| as there is a Life after this, we ſhould be trained 
up in the Pratiice of ſuch Things as will qualify © 


us for the Enjoyment of a future happy State. 
As to the Religion of Chriſt, which we pro- 
fefs, it is built on ſuch firm Principles, that it 


muſt convince all reaſonable and unprejudiced 


Men. For, that Chriſt came down from Hea- 


ven to reveal God's Will to Mankind; that to 


gain Belief to his Doctrine, be wrought great, 


nay, aſtoniſbing Miracles; foretold future E- 


vents : That he roſe from the Dead, and was 


ſeen by many, who died Martyrs to the Truth 


of what they aſſerted: All theſe Things the 
moſt bitter Enemies of Chriſtianity cannot deny. 
If you are not convinced by all this, I cannot 
fee how it is poſſible to prove any one Matter 
of Faft in the whole World. To this may be 
added the incredible Progreſs of Cris s Re- 
ligion, through all Obſtructions, without Force 
* Arms, or Countenance of che (Civil 1 
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Country Pariſhioner. 7 
And how amazing is it, that a Doctrine ſo 
contrary to Fleſh and Blood, ſhould be propa- 


gated . by a Company of plain and illiterate 
Men, who had neither Power to force, nor 


| Elequence to perſuade Men to embrace it? The 


moſt barbarous and ſinful People were brought 


to profeſs the Goſpel, maugre all the Oppofi- 


tion that the World, the Fleſh, ang the Devil, 
could make againſt it. 

| Confider the Force of theſe few Arguments, 
and you will be ſatisfied, that Chriſt alone is 


the Way to Life. Aud I hope the following 


Rules will guide you in the Fay to Salvation. 
To encourage you to ſet avout this pious Work, 
immediately, I affirm, that the Pe; formance 
will be very caſy ; for you may lift up your 
Thoughts, and converſe with Heaven, even 
while you are holding the Plough. 

The learning a little at a Time, of theſe Eja: 


culatians and Prayers, 0 be no hard Teſt, 


and the daily Uſe of them will prove a delight- 
ful and edifving Work. T be Dez il and iii pu- 
dent Sinners perſuade you, that it is needleſs 


to be upon your Guard; on that evil Habits. 


may be conquered without much Treuble , bu. 
never mind that lying Spirit, nor Hing Sinners ; 
avoid their Suggeſtions, as you would the 
Plague. Be ſtrong and of good Courage, 
and firmly reſolve, with Gea's help, to do your 
Duty. If you meet with Difficulties at firſt, 
do not be diſcouraged, but hold on in your Chr:- 
ſtian Profeſſion, without wavering , religious 
Habits, and the Grace of Goa, will quickly 

a2 make 


«„ . . To the Provs, &c. 
make the Paths of Duty eaſy and pleaſant. 
Set before you the good Examples of the Saints 


of God. The Saints, once Men of like Paſſions 
and Infirmities with yourſelves, are now in Bliſs 


and Happineſs ; yet they once, like you, lived 


in this, Vale of Sin and Tears. They ſtrove 
with the ſame Difficulties that you do. God, 
who enabled them to overcome, will alſo 


| ſtrengthen you, enabling you to be more than 


Conquerors, through the Captain of our Salva- 
tion, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


May that God, who commanded Light to 


ſpring out of Darkneſs, and who can alſo bring 


Knowledge out of Ignorance, ſend forth his Gee 


with all its divine Influences into your Hearts, 
that you may with as ardent Deſires labour for 
unfading Treaſures in Heaven, as you do for 
periſhing Treaſures upon Earth; then will your 
Converſation be in Heaven, and no Fears of 


| Death make you afraid. And when the Time of 


your Departure out of this troubleſome World is 


come, you may die with comfortable Hopes, that 


you will be received by the Saviour of Mankind, 


with well done good and faithful Servant, 


come, after long Toils and many Dangers, 
enter thou into the Joy of thy Lotd : A Joy 


which no Man taketh from thee. That you- 
may ſo act, and be at laſt ſo bleſſed, God of bis 


infinite Mercy TOY hee ay Chriſt our Lord. 


| Amen. 
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34 this? Have I well conſidered the End of 
my Being, and faithfully complied with 
the gracious Ways of Providence in order 
to be eternally happy? Ah! wretched 
2 Man that Iam ! I have forgotten the God 
that made me, and have followed too 


eee 


THE PIOUS 


| Country Pariſhioner: 
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MEDITATION. 


 LMIGHTY God, the glorious 
Maker of Heaven and Ear th, 
hath given to Man an Immor- 
tal Soul: Made him Lord over 


all his Creatures here below, and little 


inferior to the bleſſed Angels : : All this 
hath infinite Goodneſs done ; not for any 
Merit in Man, but out of his exceed- 
ing rich Mercies towards us in Chriſt. 
What Returns, O my Soul, have I made for 


much the Devices and Deſires of my own 


Heart, which, alas! are unprofitable and 
Tie } 1 


vain; and which, in Time, will bring 
Sorrow and Vexation of Spirit. My chief 
: B Affair 


E DTTAT TO N 


in this World, 1 well know, is NS 


ſerve my God, and ſave niy Soul, But, 
alas! how have I been "oY in Fleſh 
and Senſe ; how fſottiſhly deluded with 
the Vanities of Life, not having. a due 
Regard for a future endleſs State! I can- 
not accuſe myſelf of Sloth in my worldly 
Buſineſs : Here I take Pains enough, riſe 


early, and late go to fleep, and eat the 


Bread of Care and Sorrow; and why all 
this Labour after the Meat that periſh- 
eth? In the Buſineſs of an earthly Pur- 
chaſe, what ſearching 1s there of Titles, 
what employing of learned Council, what 
Care in ſafely laying up of Deeds and 
_ Writings? O the ſenſeleſs Stupidity of 
Mankind in Things relating to the Soul! 
A Kingdom, the nobleſt of all, is offered 


to us by Jeſus Chriſt: But where is our 


Zeal and Diligence to obtain it? 
Bleſſed God, how eaſy and how ſweet 
are thy Commands! Half thoſe Pains 


devoutly taken for my own true Happi- 


_ neſs, would greatly ſet me forward in m 


Way to Heaven. If all would think of f 
Religion in Time, and conſider the Hap- 


pincls that follows an early Piety; what 
Ycace would this bring to themſelves, 
what Joy to God and Chriſt, to Angels 
and good Men! To ſee a fincere Chriſtian 

ſurrounded |: 
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MEDITATION. 3 
ſurrounded by Temptations on every Side, 
bravely holding out againſt the moſt vio- 
lent Aſſaults; and in the Flower of his Age, 
> tho' invited by ſmiling Pleaſure, tempted 
by the Devil, and allured by the bewitch- 
ing Vanities of this Life, to ſtop his Ears 
againſt all theſe Charms, and cleave ſted- 
' faſtly unto God; nay, to be enabled to 
look down with Scorn on theſe Offers; 
and ſay, Let thoſe admire and follow 
after Vanities, who know no better ; let 
them be drawn aſide by frothy Pleaſures, 
who are ignorant of the ſolid Pleaſures 
of Religion; as for me and my Houſe, 
we Will ſerve the Lord. This is a glorious 
Sight! and tho'this Man may ſeem, in the 
Eyes of the Fooliſh, dead to himſelf, and 
all the World; yet he ſhall in the laſt 
Day ſhine forth in the Kingdom of Glory, 
and reſt with God in immortal Peace, 
et A religious Courſe of Lite, tis owned, 
_ may bring upon the Pious the Calumnies 
of Men, who, in Contempt, will call 
ny them ſingular and preciſe ; ſhould this 
ot be your Caſe, be not diſcouraged ; ſet a 
due Value upon the Teſtimony of your 
=: own Conſcience, and the righteous Ap- 
probation of God, the Searcher of Hearts, 
who will not fail to commend and re- 
ward what bold Sinners condemn, Call 
e all 


2 ME DTTATITO N. 

all the Pleaſures of the World before 
thee : Aſk the forbidden Things, if they 
deſerve thy Love more than thy Maker 
doth; if they will be more beneficial to 
thee chan thy Redeemer; if they can 
ſpeak Comfort to thee at the Hour of 


Death, or plead thy Cauſe at the Day of 


Judgment: O no! *Tis Religion alone 
that will yield you Advantage and true 


Delight. Vou may have Wit and Senſe, 


Credit and Honour, a beautiful Houſe 
and a large Farm ; but what will become 
of all theſe Attainmentz and Accommoda- 
tions? You muſt ſoon die, and be judg'd; 
then the great Point upon which the En- 


quiry at the laſt Day will turn, will not be 


how great, how rich, how eſteemed you 
was; but how pious and devout you have 


habe Oh, then be as diligent to adorn 
your Mind with Chriſtian Graces and Vir- 


tues, as you are to raiſe an Eſtate; then you 
will have a Recompence which will ne- 
ver, never leave you. Could you ſee the 
miſerable State of condemn'd Souls in 
Hell, or behold them weeping and gnaſb- 
ing their Teeth in the Midſt of their Tor- 
ments, ſurely, you would not follow 
them in their Sins, which brought them 
to ſo great Miſeries. One Hour's Pain 
in thoſe Regions of Darknels and Deſpair 


will 


of Suffer ings in this World. One Mo- 
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MEDITATION. x 
will be far more intolerable than an Age 


ment's Miſery in Hell is more to be 
dreaded than all the Sorrows and Seve- 
rities of a long Repentance, or the Difh- 
culties which accompany Sorrowing for 
your paſt Tranſgreſſions, and a Change 


of Life. I am ſurprized with Amaze- 


ment, that Creatures endued with Rea- 
ſon, don't oftner think on the dreadful 


Circumſtances of thoſe Torments. But 


they will not ſuffer the Thoughts of 

Hell to dwell upon their Minds, leſt they 
ſhould be a Check to their darling Plea- 
ſures. What reaſonable Man would ſleep 
in Sin one Night, when that Night may be 
his laſt? and if I die with unrepented Guilt 


upon my Soul, fearful will be my Doom. 


I thall have a Judge, whoſe Knowledge 1 
cannot deceive, whoſe Juſtice I cannot 
bribe, whoſe Indignation I cannot ap- 
peaſe, whoſe Sentence I cannot alter, O 
what will the impenitent Sinner do in the 
awtul Day of Judgment ! All Things will 


cry for Vengeance round about him, and 
nothing will give him the leaſt Conſolation. 
Above, he will ſee a Judge full of Wrath 
at his Crimes: below, Hell opening its 
4 nn ready to receive him; and wick 


3 ed 


6 MEDITATION. 
ed Spirits will, with bitter Scoffs, SP him 
to Torments, 

On the other Side, could you ſee the 


Glories of the Saints and Martyrs, and 


fully know their happy State, how would 
you ſtudy to imitate their Lives, that ſo you 
might at laſt attain their Joys ? O what 
a glorious! Day will that be, when your 
Soul thall be conducted to Heaven, and 
received there among Cherubims and Se- 


raphims, Patt iarchs and Prophets, and all 


the Saints of God! What Joy will your 


Soul receive, when it ſhall be preſented 


pure and ſpotleſs before God, having all 
its Defilements which it had contracted 
here below, waſhed away in the Blood of 
the Lamb ! There all your good Works, 


and Sufferings for the Sake of God, ſhall 


be praiſed and rewarded ; then ſhall you 
bleſs the happy Hour, in which you re- 
ſolv'd to forſake Sin, and keep God's Laws. 
Then your Warfare will be over, and you 
placed out of the Reach of all Danger 
for ever; your only Work then will be to 


rejoice and triumph, to ſing Hallelujahs 
to the Lamb that hath brought you to 
this Happineſs, And how will your Bliſs | 
be increaſed, when you ſhall find all your 


pious Relations and godly Friends in 
Heaven, your Father and Mother, Bre- 


thren 
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MED'TTA'T ION. 7 
thren and Siſters, with Crowns of Glory 
ſet on their Heads]! The only Way to 
obtain all theſe Bleſſings is to lead a vir- 
tuous holy Life : Up then, and be doing, 
reſolve to break off your old darling Vices 
this very Day, and prefer the Mournings 
of a pious Penitent, before the vain Noiſe 
of an unthinking Life. Caſt out the evil 
Thoughts that defile your Soul ; be often 
upon. your Knees confeſſing your Sins; 
obey the Laws of your Maker, ſo ſhall 
you wal before God as Enoch did, all 
the Day long, and then you may be aſ- 


ſared at laſt to have eternal Reſt with all 
the Faichful in Abrabam's Boom, 


AG PRE ES: 


| ETERNAL and unchangeable Lord 


God, who art the fame Yeſterday, 


To-day, and for ever, be pleas'd to give 

ſome Part of that Stedfaſtneſs to me thy 
poor Creature, who am light, inconſtant 
and vain, Behold with Pity and Com- 


paſſion the Dangers to which the Frailty 


of our Nature is perpetually expos'd, from 
the Aſſaults of the World, the Fleſh and the 


Devil. O State full of Hazard, full of Diſ- 
quietude! Keep me, gracious Lord, from 


1 the 


| 8 ME D\T7:T TY QI. 
the Snares of the Devil, who. would 
1 betray me into Sin. Let no Terrors or 
| Flatteries, either of the World, or my 
| own Fleſh, ever draw me from my Obe- 
ll dience to thee ; but grant I may remain 
| ſtedfaſt, unmoveable, always abounding in 
the Work of the Lord; fo ſhall 1 all 
my Days feed on the pleaſant Fruits of 
Piety, and the heavenly Feaſt of a good 
Conſcience, and at laſt arrive at tge 
Kingdom of Heaven ; that bleſſed King- * 
dom, where I ſhall be no more expos'd 
to Temptations, but where all ſhall be 
Joy, and Love, and Peace, and Perfection, 
for eternal Ages. „ 
l The Lord God of Heaven give me 
Grace to reſolve wiſely, and keep his 


r 


Gp "5 
e en ** 


Commandments always, even to the Bd 
of my Days, for Jeſus Chriſt his Sake. 
Amen, Amen, WRIT} , 


E E k. D. A 7 


In the Morning, when you find yourſelf refreſhed #*: 
with Sleep, ſafe from the Dangers of Fire, Thieves, 
Storms, and every ſad Accident; when you conſi- 
der alſo, how many have ſpent the Night, paſt in 

racking Pains, and languiſhing Diſtempers ; and 
how many Souls were ſummoned from their Bodies 

to appear before God, and that you are ſpared ; let 
your Thoughts be taken up with all theſe Wonders 
of Love, and enter upon the Day with an Act of 
Piety ; ſtrive with all your Might to keep all. ſinſul 

1 * Thoughts 
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will have Work enough, 


WEEK-DAY. 9 


T houghts out of your Mind, and preſent your whole 
Heart to God, and beg of him fo to take Poſſeſſion 
of it, that no unclean Spirit may enter in and defile 


Nen you firſt awake. 

A + L Glory be to the ever bleſſed 
Trinity, Father, Son, and Holy 

Ghoſt; Amen, I bleſs thy Name, O 

Lord, for watching over me this Night, 

and for bringing me to ſee the Light, and 

taſte the Comforts of another Day. Praiſed 


be the Name of the Lord, from the rifing 


up of the Sun, unto the going down 


thereof. 


Being moderately refreſhed, riſe early; this will 
help to keep off looſe and vain Thoughts, which 
might otherwiſe ſtart up in the Mind, Beſides, too 
much Sleep will hinder the Works of your Calling; 


hurt the Brain, and be, in many Reſpects prejudi- 


clal to your Health, If a plentiful Eſtate has ſet 
you above hard Work, yet you have ſomething to 
do, Manage your Affairs with Prudence and Dit- 
cretion, govern and inſtruct your Family: Make 


Peace in your Neighbourhood ; and not waſte your 


Time, the moſt valuable Thing in the World, in 


unaccountable Sloth, or Diverſions, You have an 


immortal Soul, and as you hope to fave that Soul, 
ſerve God, pray, read, meditate, &c, and yuu 


3 While you are getting up. 
A I now riſe from my Bed, fo muſt I 
* one Day riſe from my Grave; Lord, 

5 VH 


ny 


10 W E EK DA 2. 
give me Grace, ſo to live here, as that 1 
may obtain a joyful Reſurrection. 


yon are dreſſing. 


J Am now covering my Body with theſe 
periſhing Garments; O Lord, clothe 


my Soul with the unfading Robes of 


Righteouſneſs through Jeſus Chriſt, 
Here reflect upon the true End of Cloathing ; 


which was to preſet ve Modeſty and Health. In 


your Dreſſing let no Immodeſty appear; remember 
to reverence e yourſelf, 


When you awaſh, 
O Waſh me thoroughly from my Wic- 


kedneſs, and cleanſe me from my Sin. 


Make me a clean Heart, O God, and re- 


new a right Spirit within me. 
All the intermediate Time, think on ſome of 


God's glorious Attributes, as of his infinite Purity; 


that he hates all filthy Pollutions : Of his Power, of 
his Preſence, that he is about thy Path and thy Bet + 


of his Omnilciency, that he knoweth the Secret o of 


your Heart ; ind that you muſt one 'Day give an 
Account of all your Actions at his T ribunal; Thus, 

if good and holy "Thoughts firſt poſſeſs your Mind, a 
the wicked Suggeſtions of Satan will be more cafily' 


kept out, 


When you Ar go abroad, or or the „ Tink. 
B be thy Name, O Lord, for the 


glorious Zu N chearful Beams 
enliven the whole Earth, O'may this 
: 1 Light 


* 1 
8 
7 
7 
Lats 
> 
EY 
” 4 
Je 


UPS 


———— — al AT 10 Te 
n Ct OG ST RE EE 4 
EN PETS, Wy Rag SINS+ 7 I Is 

5 C177... ES Fr i AO VIE 

b 5 * 8 - 8 


Kg Se ot 
e 
. ET Tn 


A 5 8 VF 3 : 
od Rog od ae Eb a Es 


{ 1 ; 2 

3s 
pf 
8 


WE 


„ 


2 


voy A RR Inno, > 1; 


© 


* 4: 9 
” * 5 N 8 ns LN Ie BEER 
$I EI ets ASH . e 
* enen th 


* 


W E E K- DAT. 11 
Light never ſee me do any Work of Dark- 


neſs. Thine Eye, O Lord, which is ten 
thouſand Times more piercing than the 


Sun, is ever upon me. Give me Grace 


always to walk as a Child of Ligat, 
that I may dwell in the Regions of eter- 


nal Day. 


Then, if you are e ſingle, 1 retire to ſome private 
Place, and no more forget your daily Devotion, 


than you would your daily Bread. Tf you have a 


Family, -call them together, and, by Prayer, com- 
mit them and all your Concerns to the Blefling of 
that God, who heareth the Prayers of all ſuch as 


call upon him faithfully. Plead not Multiplicity of 


Buſineſs for your Neglect: The greater, or more 
entangled your Affairs are, the more Need have you 
to pray not to be led into Temptation, 

We, alas ! are poor, weak, and neceſſitous Crea- 


| tures, and *tis fervent Prayer only that brings down 


all manner of Bleflings, temporal, as well as ſpiritual, : 


upon us, And to induce you to perform this Duty 


of Prayer with Alacrity and Zeal, think what a 
mighty Honour and high Dignity it is to have Leave 
to pray. For, is it not an Honour for a worthleſs 
and depending Creature, to appear before, and con- 


verſe with his great Creator? Is it not an Honour 


for vile Worms, for finful Duſt and Aſhes, to be 
allowed the Privilege of having Acceſs, at any Time, 
to the ſupreme Majeſty of Heaven and Earth; to 
make knowa to him our Wants, our Calamities and 
Diſtreſſes, and hereby to obtain the Supply of our 
Wants and the Removal of our Calamities ? 
But to the Honour, add the great Delight and 
Pleaſure l from conſtant Prayer. For, what 
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12 WE EX DAF. 
can be more delightful to you my Brethren, than to 
maintain a conſtant Intercourſe with the higheſt and 
moſt excellent of Beings ? than to hold Comminion 
with your Creator, Preſerver, and continual Bene- 
factor; and by the regular and devout Performance 
of this Duty to have the Grace of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, and the ſacred Influences of the bleſſed Spirit 
derived down upon you? What can be a greater 
Refreſhment to your Mind, than to diſburden it of 
the heavy Weight of Guilt, by a free and ingenuous 
Acknowledgment thereof, and by humble Prayer for 
Forgiveneſs of the ſame ? In ſhort, what more de- 
; lightful than to vent your Grief, your Fears, your 
Wants, your Anxieties, into the Ears of your Hea- 
venly Father? One ſo tender, ſo true to his Word: 
One ſo able, and ſo exceedingly willing to ſupply 
all your Wants, 
Since then, all Kind of Bleflings, all good Incli- 
nations, our Growth in Grace, and Advancements 
in the ſpiritual Life, depend entirely on the Aids of 
Heaven, and are to be derived thence by Prayer, be 
aſſiduous, diligent and fervent in this Duty; call 
home your ſtraggling Thoughts; fix your Atten- 
tion; raiſe and awaken your pious Affections; then 
your religious Addreſſes to the Throne of Grace 
hall prove the fervent, effectual Prayer of the Righ- 
teous Man, which availeth much. 

Thus, if you daily pour out your Saul, to God, 
in humble Supplication, and offer him Thanks and 
Praiſe all the Days of your Life, you will at length 
be taken up into Heaven ; and there be joined to the 
eternally praiſing, worſhipping, and fins Choir 
of glorified Saints and Angels. 

If want of a Form ſhall diſcourage you, and you 
have no other Book, . uſe this following. = 
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MORNING 
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K If a Family join, inſtead of 7, ſay We; inftead of 
| | Me, ſay Us, . 


IN the Name of the Father, and of the 
1 Son, and. of the Holy Ghoſt. Amen. 
| Bleſſed be the holy and undivided Trinity, 
Amen. All Glory be to thee, O Father 
* of Mercies, who haſt lighten'd: mine Eyes 
that I flept not in Death ; who haſt deli- 
vered me from the Terrors of the Night, 
and from the Evil that walketh in Dark- 
* neſs; who reneweſt thy Mercies to me 
every Morning. Lord, forgive whatever 
thou haſt ſeen amiſs in me this Night. 
Forgive all my former Sins; all my Abu- 
tes of thy Forbearance and Long-futfer- 
ing. O grant me Grace to improve all 
future Opportunities of doing thy Will, 
that thy Love and thy Fear may rule in my 
Heart all the Day long. O keep me chaſte 
in my Thoughts, temperate in my Enjoy- 
* ments, humble in the Opinion of myſelf, 
2 meek and peaceable under all Provocations, 
Juſt and upright in all my Dealings, and 
diligent in all my Affairs; and teach me 
contentedly to ſubmit to whatever hap- 
pens, either to myſelf, or to others, by 
the Allotment of thy wiſe Providence. ia: 
Suffer not my Heart to be ſet too much 
vpon the Things of this World; but ha 
that 


14 „ E E KR. DAN. 
that I may be chiefly careful to fit my 


Soul for everlaſting Bliſs f in the Glories of 


thy Kingdom. 
O merciful Father, I humbly beſeech 
thee to bleſs and defend thy holy Catho- 


lick Church; in a more eſpecial Manner, 


that pure and apoſtolical Part of it, 


which I am a Member. And herein ; 


ſave and defend our Sovereign Lord King 
GEORGE, his Royal Highneſs George 
Prince of Wales, 'the Princeſs Dowager 
of : Wales, the Duke, the Princeſſes, and 


all the Royal Family. . Give to the Cen. 


try and Magiſtracy Zeal for Religion; t 
all Jes, Turks, Infidels and nicks 


_ Converſion. ; to all unhappy Sinners, time- 


* Repentance ; ; and to all holy Perſons, | 1 


Increaſe of Grace. Comfort the Diſcon- 
ſolate, heal the Sick, be a Father to the 
Fatherleſs, and take Care of deſolate 
Widows. 22 7771 
I beſeech thee, 0 3 God, to 
| forgive my Enemies, Perſecutors and 
» Slanderers ; remember not their Offences, 
neither take thou Vengeance of their Sins. 
Lay not to their Charge, whatever they 
have ſaid or done againſt me thy unwor- 
thy Servant, who have ſo greatly offend- 
ed thy divine Majeſty ; open their Eyes, 
that they may ſee the Error of their 
Warn 


END. 15 
Ways, and repent; that ſo we may come 
to live together in Peace here, and reign 
together in Heaven hercafter. 
Bleſs my Friends and Benefactors, 

[eſpecially N.] to whom, by a kind Act 

of thy Providence, I am in a Penna 
* * Manner obliged. 
mid thy good Pleaſure to bleſs all 
7 my Relations [name them] thou knoweſt 
aal their Wants; O ſuit thy Graces and 
Jleſſings to their ſeveral Neceſſities of 5 
Body and Soul. 

' Defend, O Lord, me thy Servant with 
thy Heavenly Grace, that I may continue 
thine for ever, and daily mncreaſe in thy 
Holy Spirit more and more, until I come 
unto 74 everlaſting Kingdom. Amen, 


Our Father which art, Ce. 


"H E hleſſing of God Almighty, the 
Father, ; A Son, and the Holy 
Ghoſt, be with me, and reſt upon me, 
and all related to me, this Day and ever- 
”> more. Amen. 5 


8. 8 

y 2 Here, and always when you ariſe from Prayer, 
- | lift wh your Heart to God, and ay; 

- | {QLORY be to thee, O God moſt 
3 High, and bleſſed be the Name of 
wy the Lord for ever, Amen, 


Ip won Mgr. + „* 
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He ſure never to make worldly Buſineſs an Excuſe 
or Pretence for Indevotion. Always retire, tho? but 
for a few Minutes, before vou go forth to your Wark 
and to your Labour: And, when your Prayers are 
fhort, let your Devotion be great ; beg of God to 
touch your Soul with a lively Senſe of his Glory, and 
your own Good, Children, « or ah! may allo 
ule this. 


Short Prayer for * Morning.” 


| Gi: be to thee, Lord God Almigh- 
ty, for refreſhing me this Night with 
Sleep, and preſerving me from all Perils * 
of Darkneſs; I humbly commend myſelf 
to thy watchful Providence this Day, be- 
ſeeching thee to guide and defend me from 
all Sin and Danger, and fo to rule and lead 
me, that all my Thoughts, Words, and 
| Works, may tend to the Glory of thy 
Name, the Good of my Neighbour, and 
the Salvation of my own Soul. Extend, 
O gracious Father, thy Pity to all Man- 
kind: Be merciful to the Catholick 
Church; eſpecially to that ſound Part 
of it whereunto 1 belong. Bleſs his 
- Majeſty King GEORGE, his Royal 
_ Highneſs George Prince of Wales, the 
Princeſs Dowager of Wales, the Duke, 
the Princeſſes, and all the Royal Fa- 
mily ; bleſs aſs our Governors in Church 


and State: : Lord, give them all 'Grace in 
| 
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their ſeveral Stations, to promote thy Glory 
and the Publick Good. | 

Bleſs all my Kindred, reward my Friends 
and Benefactors: Forgive all my Enemies, 
and turn their Hearts, that their Sins may 
be forgiven. Be merciful to all that are in 
Affliction, or that labour under Pains and 


| Diſeaſes. O comfort and relieve them, 
ec:ording to their Wants and thy Mercy. 


Accept, O gracious Father, this my Morn- 


ing- Sacrifice of moſt humble and hearty 


Thanks for all thy Bleflings ; but, above 
all, for giving thy only Son to die for 


me; for his heavenly Doctrine to inſtruct 
me; for all the Helps of Grace, and 
Hopes of Heaven, Praiſe the Lord, Oo 


my Soul, and all that! is within art; praiſe 
his holy Name. | 


Oi.ur Father which art, Fe. ö 
Bun. and Glory, Thankfgiving, 

and Praiſe, more than I can ſpeak or 
conceive, be given unto thee, O moſt a- 


dorable Trinity, Father, Son, and Holy 


Ghoſt, by all the World for ever and 


ever. Amen, 
Happy they who can ſpare a little Time for-Read- 


ing; which is as neceſſary to nouriſh the Sov), 


Food i is to ſuſtain the Body, The New Teſtament, 


and ſuch Portions of the Old, as contain the Pre- 
cepts of an Holy Life, will give you great Pleaſure 


and Advantage, But pray thus, 


Before 
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Biate toad! | the Fountain of all M i 


dom, enlighten my dark Mind, and let 
thy Holy Spirit direct, guide, and affiſt me, 


Open thou mine Eyes, that J may {ſee 
the wondrous Things of thy Law; and 
cauſe me to remember and "rate thy 
make me wiſe 
unto Salvation, for Chriſt his ſake. Amen, 


holy Word, that it may 


If you are careful to redeem the Time i in order to 


read God's holy Word, you will receive great Pro- 


fit thereby, eſpecially, if you digeſt it by ſerious Me- 


ditation : God has given the Scriptures, to guide and 


direct us; and how can we diſcharge our Duties, as 
Men and Chriſtians, unleſs we ſearch into thoſe Foun- 
tains, which are able to make us wiſe unto Salva- 


tion? In the Scriptures are the Words of eternal Lije, 


and the Threatnings of eternal Death, When you 


take the holy Bible into your Hands raiſe your | 


Thoughts ; let the ſacred Oracles of God awaken in 
you Sorrow and Shame, for the Sins you have com- 


mitted, and prevail with you to forſake them. While 


os are reading, be humble, and conſider that God 


ty, to you: When you read the Commandments, 


he” 


© Lord, give me Grace to obey this 


| Command, 


When you read of God's Threats or Judgments 


againſt impenitent Sinners. 


Deliver me, O Lord, from this . 


ment. 


Let the Inſtances 1 God's Mercy, excite. your 
Thankfulneſs thus, 


12 Glory be to thee, 0 Lord, for this 
Mercy, After 
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After e g. 


| 0 Lox, ſow the Seed of eternal Life 
e in my Heart; and fo water it with 
the Dew FH, thy heavenly Bleſſing, that 
at all Times I may bring forth Fruit unto 


| Holineſs, and in the End reap everlaſting. 


_ Life, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 


% 


He that ſays, Be fervent in Prayer, ſays alſo, Be 
not. flothful in Buſineſs. Go therefore about your 
honeſt Employment; watch againſt all "Tempta- 
tions, which the Company you are with, the Place 
you are in, or the Work and Calling you are about, 
may expoſe you to, If you are at any Time obliged 
to converſe with wrangling, lewd, or drunken Com- 
panions, be upon your Guard; diſpatch your Buſi- 
neſs, and be gone, Fly their Company and Con- 
verſation as you would the Plague, Why ſhould 
you loſe your Innocence, and your Souls, for the 
Sake of ſuch wretched Men ? 

If you muſt work for your Bread, be not diſcon- 
tented ; but rather bleſs God, that he has delivered 
yon from Idleneſs, which is the Root of all Evil. 

illions now in Bliſs and Glory, thank God for the 
Blefling of an Employment here on Earth, by which 
they were ſecured from Multitudes of Temptations ; 
and we daily fee (and prieve to ſee) to how many 
Dangers Iuleneſs expoſes Men. Therefore, 


When you begin your honeſt Lan, pray 
for a Bleſjing. 

O Lok p, who haſt in Wiſdom appoint- 

ed various Orders of Men upon the 

Earth, teach me to obey thy heavenly 

Will, 
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Will, honeſtly to diſcharge the Duties of 
my Calling; and avoid all Cheating, Lying, 
and Deceit. Give me Grace, that I may 
entirely depend upon thy Blefling for the 
Succeſs of my lawful Endeavours, and for 
the Support of myſelf and Family ; that 
at laſt, when T ſhall ceaſe from all my 
worldly Labours, I may enter into that 
Reſt, which remaineth for the People of 
God, and hear thoſe joyful Words, Well 
done, good and faithful Servant, enter into 


the foy of thy Lord. 


Conſider whatever you do, where-ever you are, 
the Eye of God is always upon you; therefore when 
you have Leiſure and Opportunity, ſay, 


() Lok p, the High and Holy One, who 
from thy glorious Throne in Heaven 
lookeſt down upon all the Inhabitants of 
the Earth, and art here and every where 
preſent, and /pze/t out all my Ways; grant 

that I may ſer thee always before me. Thou 
mighteſt make me ſenſible of thy Preſence 
by fearful and amazing Judgments ; but, 
O gracious Lord, pardon my Forgetful- 
_ neſs, and make me always remember, that 
tho' the Darkneſs covers me, yet I am 


ſtill expoſed to thy all-ſeeing Eye. May 
the Thoughts of thy awful Preſence dwell 
upon my Mind, at all Times, and in all 
Places, that I may fear thee above all 
INE. ODE Things, 


Things, love thee above all other Goods; 


8 . 
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and truſt in thee above all other Lords. O 
guide me always with thine Eye here, then 
ſhall I find Favour in thy Sight hereafter, | 


While you are at Mork. 
ORD, proſper thou the Work of my 
Hands upon me: O proſper thou my 


Hand/- work! 


Remember to keep God always before you, and be 


every now and then offering up ſhort Ejaculations to 
Heaven. Our ſpiritual Enemies, alas! cloſe us in on 


every Side; they have a thouſand Arts of enticing 


and betraying you into Sin. How many wanton Juſt- 


ful Thoughts, atheiſtical and blaſphemous Opinions 


may ariſe in your Heart; which call for ſudden eja- 


culatory Prayers to God, for Power and Strength to 
keep them down ? Theſe devout Breathings take up 
ſo little Time, that they may be exerciſed at Work; 
or as thou walke/t by the May, when thou ſitteſt down, 
and when thou riſeſt vos. ; 


1 If you undertake a Matter of great Mo- 


ment, pray for Help ibm 
() Almighty Father, ſupreme Governor 
of the World, who ordereſt all Things 
in Heaven and Earth, I recommend my- 
ſelf, and the Affair I have in Hand, to thy 


| all-wiſe Diſpoſal, O be thou pleaſed 
to direct and proſper what I undertake, 


[name it] if it ſeemeth good in thy Sight. 
But whatever the Event ſhall be, give me 
. _ Grace 


3 enen 
Grace to reſt ſatisfied with what thou in 
thy unerring Wiſdom ſhalt appoint for 
me. I humbly beg thy Bleſſing on this, 
and all the Affairs of my Life, that my 
Soul may bleſs thee for this and all thy 


other undeſerved Mercies beſtowed pon 
me thro” Jeſus Chriſt. 


When you beheld the Heavens, 1 Fields, 
and the Woods, ſay, 


Q Lord, how manifold are thy Works! 1 


5 In Wiſdom haſt thou made them 
al the Earth is full of thy Riches! _ 


If any Temptation aul vou. 


O JLonp, thou Preſerver of Men, let 
not the Enemy of Souls prevail 


againſt me: But be thou my Strength 


and Support in this Hour of Trial, for 
Chriſt his Sake. Amen. 


N you dread any ſudden great Danger. 


ORD ſave me, or I periſh. Ariſe, |? 
Lord Jeſus, ariſe, help and deliver 


me for thy Name's Sake. 
If you or your Friends eſcape 3 


A.. L Glory be to thee, O Lord, for 
which is owing to thy 
Mercy, who art the Fountain of all Good- 
Neſs, This Favour ſhall never flip out of 
my 


this Bleſling 


9 
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my Mind, but I will ſing of thy Power 
and Mercy to my Life's End, and hope 


that I may at laſt, thro' the Merits of my 
Saviour, with the Spirits of juſt Men 
made perfect, ſing Hallelujahs of Joy and 
2 Gratitude to the Father, od and Holy 


Ghoft, for ever and ever. 


5 any ill Accident 22 you. 


—H1s Calamity comes from thy Hand, 
O Lord; I receive it, therefore, with 


humble Submiſſion, and wait thy Time 


for my Deliverance. O make my Pati- 


ence equal to the Trial; and grant that 


this, and all Afflictions which are; but for a 
Moment, may work out for me u far more 
exceeding ang eternal I. erght of Glory. 


Tf you are ſuddenly betray" d into Sin, 


OE is me, wretched Sinner, woe 
is me! what ſhall I do! Fhave un- 


awares committed Evil in the Sight of my 


God; [name it] without thy Mercy, my 
Soul and Body are eternally undone : But, 


have Mercy upon me, O Lord, have 


Mercy upon me! Look upon me, O0 
Saviour of Mankind, as thou didſt on thy 


offending Diſciple, that I may weep bit- 


terly for this Sin. What is done I can't 
recall; but I reſolve by the Aſliſtance of 
ty 
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thy Grace, never again; to commit the 
Offence I now repent; of; On my bended 
Knees I humbly beg I 

ſolution. Lord, hear niy Prayers, and let 
my 0 come unto; thee, 


I you eſcape a Tage, 


H Power and thy Might, O Lord, 1 
have preſerv'd me, I therefore will 


fig of thy Goodneſs, as long as I live. 


Fl C Company and M; th | have ar 7 pared 1 


your Mind, ſay, 


E T not the Affairs and Plugfures 4 
of this Life engage my Affections, but 
let the e of ee O en de- 2 


* my Soul. 
on & you ſee SPS fin 2 gri evouſly.. 


| Oy R D, kindle in my Heart a Flame 
of ſincere Love towards my offend- 
ing Brethren, that I may omit no favour- 3 
able Opportunity to reprove and exhort 
them, and further their Salvation, /e/# 2 


er. Blood be required at my Hands. 


Alas! how often do I, thro' Fear or Fa- 
vour, become a Partaker of other Mens 


Sins? But, as I am obliged to love my 


Neighbour, and by all charitable Offices 4 
ſtudy to promote his bodily Welfare, fo 
. muſt I be more diligent to fave his preci- 
ous F 


may keep this Re- 
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© ous and immortal Soul, Deareſt Saviour, 
4 1 as thou delighteſt not in the Death of a 
| Sinner, reclaim theſe Offenders, that there 
A | may be Joy in Heaven at their Converfion. 
i So may I hope with them, and they with 

| me, for ever to bleſs thy holy Name. 


d, = IV hen the Weather is unſeaſenable. 


3 O GOD the Creator and Preſerver of 
1 all Things, who cauſeſt the Graſs to. 
ed grow for the Cattle, and Herb for the Uſe 
of Men, look down from Heaven and ſend 
4 1 thy Bleſſing upon the Lind wherein we 
dell. Thou doſt, for our Unthankful- 
= 1 neſs and Abuſe of thy Mercies, puniſh vs 
with unſeaſonable Weather, [name ether. 
a of Rain, or too much, &c whereby 
| we are in Danger of loſing the Labour of 
me ; our Hands. But, O moſt merciſul Father, 
* | Nowe us thoſe Sins for which thou art 
ur- Tiaſtly diſpleaſed; and ſo let thy Goodnets 
ort renew the Face of the Ear th, that the 
leſt © 7 Paſtures and Fields may rejoice and ſing. 
* Increaſe the Fruits of the Earth, by thy 
Fa- £ | heavenly Benediction, and grant that we 
nal] n thy bountiful Liberality, may 
Z uſe the lame to thy Glory, the Relief of 
ml 1 | thoſe that are Needy, and to our own 
, 1o Comfort, through Jeſus Chriſt onr Lord. 
eci- | Amen. 
ous 


@ 
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Thanks and Praiſe for fair . rather, o 
| a good Harveſt. : 


NRacious God, the Eyes of all wait on 
thee, and thou giveſt them their Meat 
nin due Seaſon, filling their Hearts with 

| Food and Gladneſs; I bleſs and praiſe thy 

Name for this ſeaſonable Weather, by I 

which the Earth is bleſſed with the Fruits 5 

of thy Bounty. Grant, O Lord, that in 
the Uſe of thoſe good Things continu- 
ally receive from thee, I may glorify thy 

Name, and henceforth devote myſelf to 

thy Glory and Honour thro' Jeſus Chriſt. 

Let all the People praiſe thee, O God, 
Jet all the People praiſe thee ; then ' ſhall ; the 4 
Earth yield her Increaſe, and God, even © 
aur own God, ſhall give us his Bleffng. | 
Before you go a Journey. 
] 98D, bleſs and preſerve me in my 9 
going out, and my cvining in, from 
il Tune forth for evermore. Amen. 1 
God, who art the Way, the Truth, 
and the Life; who didſt guide and 
protect the Children of Vrael, thy beople, 
in the Wilderneſs ; be thou a Guide and 
Safeguard, I pray thee, to thy. unworthy | 
Servant, in the Journey I am about to 
undertake ; preſerve me from Thieves 
and Robbers, from broken Bones, 1 
EI or 
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2 oral cadden Death. Preſerve me in all 
Dangers both of Body and Soul. Give 
thy holy Angels. ah. over me, to keep 
„me! in all my Ways; conduct me home 
again in Safety, and at laſt bring me to 
thine. ee f Betts g. e Chriſt, 
4 Amen. 1 0 
j Upon your ſafe Were 8 a Journey. 
4 1 Glory be to thee, O God, who 
haſt preſerved and kept me in my 
Journey; from Perils of. Robbers, from 
5 broken Bones, and every ill Accident: O 
ud, | fill my Heart with a grateful Senſe of thy 


the 1 | 3 ; and enable me ſo to paſs thro* 
all the Changes of this Life, that my Soul 


voy | ew have Peace, and thy Name the Praiſe, 
r Jeſus Chxiſt. Amen. 
** you are tortur '7 3775 Cour Store, 7 
3 any ſudden Pain. 
* 4 ' ORD, as thou haſt given me this ber 
ah, Trial, give me alſo Patience, and Re- 


Lennon to thy heavenly Will, that the 
Pains and Sufferings which J endure in 
and b this World may raiſe my Thoughts to a 
cy | tbetter, where there is no more. Sickneſs 
i toller Pain. And, O Father of Mercies, who 
ievesll noweſt my weak F rame, abate the. Se- 

veri ty of my Pain, if it be thy my 


ones, 


Fall o on your Knees, and lift up your Hye 


Nantly ; ; and God ſhall hear my Voice, 


Dangers, from the Deceits of the World, 
always ſtand upright ; mercifully look} ; 
in Safety without thy Succous, keep mel 


iy. in my voul, that Wong the ſundry and} 
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Will; or enable me to bear it, tint I loſe | 
not the Crown prepared for all patient 
and humble Sufferers, for the Sake of 
Jeſus Chriſt my bleſſed Saviour ADS. Re- ; 
deemer. Amen, 1 


Vou will find. it very difficult, amidſt a Variety of 
Buſineſs, to maintain that holy Flame, which your ? 


Morning Devotions may have happily kindled in 


your Soul. Even innocent Pleaſures may turn your 
Heart aſide; Anger may ruffle you; various Ob. 
zeets and Company diſſipate your pious Thoughts. 
Therefore, to quicken your Attention to the Con- 
cerns of your Soul, and animate your. Mind with f 
freſh Vigour, uſe this, 5 FE 


Prayer at Neon, or af any Maris conve- 7 
ment Time of the Day. 


n 
1 2 - 


2 towards Heaven. 


T Evening and Morning, A at 1 
Noon- day, I will pray, and that in 


O Lord, who Lfoweld me to be ſet 
in the Midſt of ſo many and 881 1 


the Fleſh, and the Devil, that I cannot 1 
upon me: And becauſe I cannot continue | 
both outwardly in my Body, and inward- N 


mani. 


em. manifold uuns of the World, my Heart 
t may ſurely there be fixed, where true 
by Joys are to be found thro' Chriſt our Lord. 
HhHleſſed God! to how many Dangers is 
A y Life expos'd ; with how many Temp- 


ty of tations am I beſet ; Temptations 1 in Meat 
your and Drink; Temptations in Company ; 
our Temptations i in Buſineſs; Temptations in 


Solitude; Temptations in Plenteouineſs ; 
; x | emptations in Poverty: All my Ways 
are ſtrew'd with enticing Snares; Here 
1 2 a while to reflect upon the manifold 
= Danger, of Life.] To thee, O my God, 
"| I fly for Safety in the midſt of ſo many 
Dangers ; O eternal Wiſdom, direct my 
% Steps in the ſafe Way, and lead me to a 
Mapp R 
at 6 Land: 1 give thee. my Body 103 Soul, 
in- my Subſtance, my Friends, m my Life, and 
e. all that is dear to me; diſpoſe of me and 
__ Fall that is mine, as it ſeemeth beſt ta 
/ ſat} thee and the Glory of thy bleſſed Name. 
Freat 1 Amen, RR 
orld, Deliver me, O merciful Father, from 
nnot the Spirit of Pride and Avarice; from the 
looks Spirit of Drunkenneſs and Gluttony ; ; from 
inue the. Spirit of Luſt, Wantonneſs and Im- 
> me purity. Vouchſafe to give me the Spirit 
ard. p at Temperance and Juſtice, the Spirit of 
1 Knowled geand FO. and the Fear of Thee ; 
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the Spirit of Patience, Kindneſs. and Hu- 
mility. Shew me the narrow Way that 


leads to Life, the 07 r tw ho ſeek, 
0 fewer: follow. 7 p 


Lord have Mer y ups upon me ! 3 
Chriſt, have Bos ercy upon me | 3 
Lord, have Mercy upon me. { i 
Our Father which art, &c. J 


Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, ; 
and to the Holy Got. As it Was in the 


Beginning, is now, and ever ſhall 40 
World without End, Amen. + 


Beſeech God not. to forſake you, but Ain conti- 7s 
mue his fatherly Protection over you; to be your 
Light and Defence, your Guide and Guard, bee 
all the Temptations of the Day. If you have Time 1 
read a Chapter in the New Teſtament. J 
Our Saviour, tho? Lord of the Creatures, yet aid 
not ſit down to eat, before he look 'd up to ee 
and prayed for a Bleiſing upon them. St. Paul f 

f it as a known Practice of Chriſtians in his ays, | 3 
You ſit down as a Beaſt to his Fodder, if you take 
no Notice of the Hand that gives you your dal 4 

Bread, Let then your Food be ſanctify'd with . 2 


Grace before Meat. 


ORD, pardon all our Sins, Ganctify\| 

and bleſs theſe thy good Creatures 
to our Uſe: Make them ſerviceable to 
the Nouriſhment of our Bodies, and give 
unto us thankful Hearts, through Jeſus 4 
Chriſt our Lord. | 


= Mingle | { 


ws 
I. 
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Mingle pious, Diſcourſe, or in ſome Senſe profit- 


able, and in all Senſes charitable and innocent Talk, 
5 with hy Meal, as Occaſion offers. 


6 race after Meat. 


F W E bl bleſs and praiſe thy 


Name, O Lord, for this and alt 


1 other thy Mercies mot graciouſly vouch- 
«i ſafed unto us. God preſerve the Church, 
the King, the Royal Family, and theſe 
= Reamls; and grant us Peace and Truth, 
„ hd everlaſting Life, thro' Telus Chriſt 
our Lord, Amen, 


If you are rich and great in the NM. orld. 


4 0 Kind and bountiful Lord, who giveſt 


us richly all Things to enjoy, grant 


that this Plenty, which I have for my 
7 Body, may by a diſcreet and temperate 


Uſe of it prove a Mercy to my Soul: 
That fince I am fo well provided for in 
this World, I may not grow wanton, 


proud, or careleſs in ſeeking after a better, 


But, as thou filleſt me with thy good 
Things ; ; fo fill my Heart with thy Love 
and Grace to uſe theſe Gifts to thy Glory, 
by refreſhing the Bowels of the Poor and 
Needy. Make me ready to commu- 
nicate, willing to diſtribute, laying up 


„ in 


= , 
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in Store for my ſelf a good Foundation 


againſt the Time to come, that I may lay 
hold on eternal Life, all which I beg for 
Jeſus Chriſt his Sake. Amen, 


* your Lot 7s caft among > the Poor and | 


Low in this Warld : 


Oo Lord, wh doſt diſpoſe of us, and 


all our Concerns, as ſeemeth goal 
in thy Sight, give me Wiſdom Hoek 
above, that I may be meck, patient, and 


refigned under my poor afflicted State, la- 
bouring honeſtly to get my own Living. 2 
And tho' 1 have ſmall or no earthly Poſ- ] 


ſeſſions, yet give me the Riches of thy 


laced in Heaven alone: O Lord, 


Grace, which is better than thoufands of 
Gold and Silver. Lord let me not envy 
the Caſe of thofe rich Men, who have 
their Portion in this Life, faring ſump- 2 
tuoufly every Day, but forgetful of their 
Duty to thee, and their needy Brethren. 
Alas! their End will be Miſery and Deſtruc- *: 
tion, Let others value the Honours and 
Riches of this World; my Hopes are 


ages 


SE thy f, and 1 have all, For this beſt 
of Gifts I will bleſs and praiſe thy Nats b; 
for evermore. Amen. | 1 
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' ORD, grant that I'may never be over= 
charged with Surfeiting and Drunken 
| nef that nothing may proceed out of my 


1 Mouth but what is innocent and becom- 
ing a good Chriſtian; that while I refreſh 
my Body I may not deſtroy nt Precious 
and immortal Soul, and this I 
. Jeſus Chriſt his Sake. 


beg for 


Amen. | 
Pray conſider what a beaſtly and deſtroying sin, 


tho' a common one; the Sin of Intemperance is: 
Conſider how many Diſeaſes and untimely Deaths, 


> Surfeiting and Drunkenneſs daily bring upon Men. 


= you to exceed the Bounds of Temperance. 
leſs Mirth and Gladneſs may lawfully be interming- 
led with Eating and Drinking. 
is ſaid or done has 7 is offenfive to Religion, be not 
ſo complaiſant to the Company, as to comply with 
their ſinful Liberties ;, but ſhew your Diſlike of. their 
Mays, by a wiſe and friendly Rebuke. 


PRE if 


How many Thouſands: have clos'd their Eyes in a 
drunken Fit, and never opened them till they awa- 
ken'd in another World. 


They therefore are not your Friends, who preſs. 
Harm- 


But if any Thing 


BE Adulea concerning Eecreations. 
Becauſe Men can't well endute a conſtant Toil 


without ſome Amufement and Div erfion, you muſt 
be cautious that your -Recreations be innovent and 
lawſul, neither offenſive to God or good Men.; but 
ſuch as may become a reaſonable Aan and a Chri- 


ftian ; and take heed' not to uſe them oftner than 


1 ny be needful for the Body, and tte better to fit 
F you dor the Duties of your Calling. 


Cc wW hen 


4 IEE N. DN. 
When Men propoſe Gain rather than Pleaſure, 
from their Recreations, we know what is the uſual 


Conſequence; Paſſion, Swearing, Cheating enſue; 


and often Conſcience, Time and Eſtate, are facrifi- 
ced all together: To preſerve your Innocence herein, 
addreſs yourſelf to the Throne of Grace, ſaying, 


Eliver me, O Lord, from the Snare 


of enticin: Company; ſet a Watch 
continually 4s th my Eyes, and keep 
the Door of my Lips. Deliver me from 
an immoderate Love of Pleaſure ; and let F 
thy Grace fo ſtrongly fortify me againſt 
the Aſſaults of Senſuality, that I may not 
be overcome of Evil, nor my Recreations 
become a Snare to me, ſo as to cauſe me 
to fin againft thee, 'for Chriſt his Sake, 4 


Annen. 


2 7 and Ghry gratefully dere " 


God for all his V FR ail 75 
Mercy. | . 


I Bleſs and | praiſe thy Name, 0 God, 
for thy manifold Mercies, which have 
P me all the Days of my Life; for 


my Health, Peace and Liberty; for the 


Uſe of my Reaſon, Limbs and Senſes; 7 
for the Kindneſs of my Friends, and the . 


Succeſs of my Affairs in the World. But, 


above all, I thank thee, O Lord, 3 1 


ending thy Son, our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt | 


into 


s Ws www 


2 


Vr 
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into the World, And for all other thy 
ſpiritual Bleſſings in and through him. 
For the Light of thy Word, the Aid of 


thy Spirit, and the Means afforded to 


bring me to eternal Glory, Bleſſed God | 


how much am I indebted.to thy Bounty 
O give me a thankful Heart, entirely de- 
voted to thy Honour and Service, that 


I may aſcribe to thee, O Father of Mer- 
cies, all Glory, Love and Praiſe, through- 
out the Remainder of my Lite, and for 


evermore. This I beg in the Name, and 
for the Merits of thy dear Son, Jeſus 
Chriſt, my Lord, and only Advocate, 


After you rerurn from your daily Labour, 


or any Buſineſs, _ 
JN a joyful Senſe of thy fatherly Care 


and Lemony and with an Heart 


full of Gratitude and Love, do I praiſe the 


Name of the Lord moſt High. 'Tis of 
thy Mercy, O Lord, that I am not groan- 
ing under ſome fore Sickneſs or complain- 
ing of Wounds, or Bruiſes in my Body; 
but more eſpecially, I bleſs thee, that thou 
haſt preſerved my Soul from Sin and 


Wickedneſs; maintain, O Lord, I Yen 
ſeech thee, in my Thoughts, ſuch 


lively Remembrance of this thy Goat. 


neſs, as may provoke me #20 Love and to 


6 good. 
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good Works, to the Honour of thy Name; 


the Credit of my Chriſtian Profeflion, and 1 
the Peace and Comfort of my Soul here, 


and hereafter 1 in the Day of the Lord, 


I: you have offended by fnful Thoughts, 2 : ; 


Eternal Spirit, be preſent with my 
Spirit, that I may never quench the 
holy Thoughts thou doſt at any Time 
| kindle in my Breaſt, Create in me a clean 


Heart: Lord, fay to my Sin-defiled Soul, 


as thou didſt to the Leper, I will, be thou 


clean. Happy is that Breaſt which is ho- 


noured with ſo glorious, ſo divine a Gueſt: 


O come,. thou Purger of inward Pollu- 
tions, and burn up all-the Droſs of my 
ſinful Affections; guide and comfort me 
with thy holy Inſpirations, that my whole 
Spirit, Soul and Body, may be preſerved 
blameleſs unto the Coming of our Lord Jefas | 


| Chr il. 


5 if your W ords have 3 Blanc able, expreſs 


your Sorrows thus: 


Wos, woe unto me, that I have 


open'd my Ears to the light, vain, 
and Gafal Diſcourſe of: wicked Men. O 
Lord, lay. not to my Charge the innumer- 
able Slips and Tranſgreſſions of my 


Tongue: And let no corrupt Commu- 
55 nication. EF 
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Snication heneeforth proceed out of m 
Mouth. I know that for every idle 
Mord that Men ſhall eat they ſhall give 


an Account in the Day of Judgment. O, 


4 therefore give me Grace, that hereafter I 
may take heed to my Ways, that J offend 
not with my Tongue; but uſe my Speech 


to inſtru& my Neighbour, to ſoften the 


. £ 


Pains of the Afflicted, and to ſhew forth 
my Maker's Praiſe. Then ſhall it be my 

"ſweet Employment, with Angels and 
{Arch-Angels, and all the Company of 
Heaven, to laud and magnify thy onen 5 
1 oy ame for ever and ever. 


Cundemm your ſinful Deeds tbus- 


3 N AM grieved, O my God, I am grieved 


Frog the Work of thy Hands, have 


| | dared to fin againſt thee, my F ather, m 


Dy 
Maker, and my Judge; I humble myſelf 
before thee, O Almighty God, for all 
the unrighteous Actions of my Life, 


wherein I have grievouſſy offended thee, 


: 


1 


either this Day, or at any other Times. 


9 For theſe, and all thoſe other Sins, O 


moſt righteous Lord, which either mine 
own Heart, or thou, who knoweſt bet- 


ter than my Heart, ſeeſt me to be guilty 
5 of, I am ſorry at my very Soul, and here 


randy confeſs them before thee, with 


Shame 


| en, his Sake. 


Secondly, look to your Words. The Scripture ſays, 
Hy thy N. * thou ſhalt be juſtified ; and by thy Mord 
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Shame and a broken Spirit, and with 


ſtedfaſt Reſolution, by thy Grace, to watch Tt; 
and ftrive againſt them for the Time to 5 


come. Where I have wickedly broken 
thy Statutes, my Study ſhall- be religiouſly * 
to keep hems! And where J have done. 
Wrong to any Perſon, I am ready and 
willing, according to the utmoſt of my 
Power, to repair the fame. Lord, I re- 
pent, increaſe my Repentance, and par- 
don me a poor returning e for Jeſus 2 


After this, you may innocently recreate your 
wearied Spirits; and in the Evening, a little before 
you go to Bed, take a View of your Actions the Day 
paſs'd ; confider what Good you have done, What? 
Snares you have avoided, what Mercies you have 
received. Learn that ſafe and eaſy Method of judg- 
ing yourſelf, that you may not be condemn'd by 
God. Every Night fet as an impartial Judge upon 

yourſelf, and carefully examine the Thoughts, 
Words, and Actions: of the paſt Day. And fir 
examine your Thoughts. Say, Have in my Mind 
been contriving Ways to gratify my Revenge, ot 
fulfil the Luft of the Fleſh? Have I entertained bla. 
8 Thoughts of God ? any IIl- will againſt my, 

Neighbour? Have I endeavoured to keep off evi! 
Thuughts of all Kinds, and not conſent unto them "4 


0 
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thou Halt be condemn' d. Tho' the Tongue be call } 
an unruly Member, yet you muſt anſwer for no} 
governing it, Aſk your Heart then—Have I bee A 


guilty of ſpeaking againſt God, his Providence; 
againk 3 
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h againſt my Parents or Governors in Church or State? 
a 1 10 ve I in my Paſſion uttered injurious Words? Have 
0 1 been guilty of prophane Swear ing or Curſing? Have 
I given falſe Evidence, or ſhamefully conceal'd the 
;F 3 ruth to the Hurt of my Brother? Have any ob- 
{ſcene Words, ſuch as may debauch innocent Minds, 
proceeded out of my Mouth? Thirdly, See what 
your Actions have been. Did I this Morning dedicate 
my Soul and Body to God? Have I diligentlj follow'd 
1 >the Buſineſs of Wh Calling? Have I been ſober in the 
e- Uſe of God's Creatures, and thankful for all his 
r 1 Mercies? Let this he your conſtant Practice at Night, 
commune with your Heart in your Chamber, and be 
4 ſtill. Implore the divine Forgiveneſs for all that is 
1 Fal. and devoutly pray to God for his Grace, to 
bee you from all Sin and Wickedneſs for the Time 
u;_ to come, What can contribute to your ſpiritual Ad- 
„re vancement mere than this Practice? The Seeds of 
| 3 Vice hereby will be hinder'd from taking deep Root 
in your Heart; and evil Habits cannot get Strength, 
If you thus, once a Day, feriouily enquire into the 
State of your Souls, and let not the Sun go down on 
by. any unrepented Sin ; ; you may ſweetly lay down your 
wearied Head to Sleep, and God, who: hath dealt- 
with you all the Day, will watch over you ll the 
Night, giving you ſuch convenient Refreſhment as 
the Neceffities of your frail Nature want. Then 
beg Protection from Heaven, for your Soul, your 
4. Os your Relations and Friends. by 


EYFENING PRAYER. 


Eternal and Almighty. God, I a 
wretched Sinner, the finful Offsprin 


of our diſobedient firſt Parents, humbly 
proſtrate my Soul and Body before the 
ATbrone of thy adorable Majeſty, to con- 

demn 


» 
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demn myſelf with true and hearty Sorrow *., 
for all the Sins of my Life, eſpecially for 
_ thoſe I have committed this Day, by » 
Thought, Word, and Deed, | Here flop 
a little, conlder, and name what you have 
done antiſs| provoking moſt juſtly thy 
Wrath and Indignation againſt me. I con- 
feſs them all with Shame and Confuſion * 
of Face before thee, humbly beſeeching 7, 
thee to have Compaſſion upon me: And 
according to the Multitude of thy tender 
Mercies, to blot out my many and great 
Tranſgreſſions. Forgive my Sins, O Lord, 
of what Kind or Degree ſoever they be. 
My Sins of Omiſſion, and my Sins of 
Commiſſion; | Here flop a while, and name 
what they have been] the Sins of my Soul, 
and the Sins of my Body; my Sins of Ig- 7? 
norance, or Surprize; and my more de- 
liberate and preſumptuous Sins: Forgive 
them, O Lord, forgive them all for his 
Sake who died for my Sins, and roſe again 
for my Juſtification, and now ſits at thy 
Right-hand to make Interceſſion for me, 
Jeſus Chriſt, my Lore. 
„ Voughfate, me, O, Lord, the Athſtance 
of thy Holy Spirit, that Innay continu- 
ally, be given to all good Works; and 
with a pure Heart and Mind follow thee, 
the only God; that ſo among the ſun- 
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dry and manifold Changes of the World, 
my Heart may ſurely there be fixed, 
1 port true Joys are to be found. 


4 O Lord, Creator and Preſerver of Man- 
Fins, I pray unto thee, for all Sorts and 
„ Conditions of Men, that thou wouldſt be 
1 pleaſed to make thy Ways known unto 
them, thy faving Health among all Na- 
tions: Enlighten all Jews, Turks, Infidels, 
+ | and Hereticks, with the Knowledge of thy . 
Truth. Be gracious to thy holy catho- 
23 lick Church, eſpecially to that Fo Part of it 
to which I belong. Bleſs the King and 
. 3 Y the whole Royal Family, with all tem- 
e 


0 poral Bleſſings here, and with eternal 


2 2 Glory 1 in the World to come. 
. ] Lord, let it be thy good Pleaſure to 
; {give to our Governors, Zeal for Religian ; 
and to the whole Nation healthful and 
1 Times, Bleſs all that I have 
= wrong'd, and forgive thoſe that have 
2 wrong'd me: Forgive my Enemies, Per- 
ſecutors and Slanderers; have Mercy up- 
on them, Lord, have Mercy upon them. 
Spare them, for they are the Work of 
thy Hands: O ſpare them, for they are 
redeem'd with the precious Blood of thy 
dear Son; and lay not to their Charge 
whatever they have ſaid or done againſt 
7 | me 
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pleaſed therefore to ſuit thy Graces and 


Goodneſs and Compaſſion, all thoſe who i 


1 beſeech thee, both Patience to bear, and 
Prudence to inike a right Uſe of the 
Trials; and, in thy own good Time, Sie 
them a happy Iſſue out of all their Afflic. $ 
tions, or take them from theſe temporal! 4 
Miſeries to thine eternal Reſt in Heaven, 


Lord, and mighty Redeemer. 
| for all thy Goodneſs ; [mention the Mer. 1 


cies vourhſafed unto 50 for thy Preſerva· 
tion of me this Day paſs'd; and the reſt 


Expreſs my Thanktulnels to thee, O God) 


me thy Servant, who have ſo greatly of. | 4 
fended thee, my merciful Father. 125 
Bleſs and keep my Relations and Friends, 
[ name them.] Lord, thou knoweſt all- y 
their Wants, and all their Deſires, bel ' 
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Bleſſings to their ſeveral Neceſſities f 
Body and Soul. ; 
Finally, I commend to thy fatherly. |; 


are under thy afflicting Hand: Give them, 


through thy Mercies in Jeſus Chriſt our, q 
1 bleſs and praiſe thy Name, O God, 


7 


c 
of my Life, from eee d Accidents? |? 


and Dangers ; but above all, I laud and] , 


magnify, and adore thy Goodneſs, for re-. 
deeming the World by the Death add Pal 


ſion of thine only begotten Son, our Lol 


and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. Grant 1 maj 


by 
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4. A py ſubmitting myſelf entirely to thy holy 
Will and Pleaſure; and by ſtudying to 
1 ſerve thee in true Holineſs and Ri gteouſ 
4 of all the Days of my Life. 
O make me mindful of that Time when 
I ſhall he down in the Duſt; and becauſe 
1 þ know neither the Day nor the Hour, 
when 1 ſhall be ſummoned hence to ap- 
N pear before the Judgment- Seat of Chriſt, 
grant I may never ive in ſuch a State as 
I ſhall be afraid to die in; but that thro' 
thy Grace, I may live ſo ſoberly, righte- 
ol ! ouſly, and. godly in this preſent World, as 
VT that my Soul may be prepared for the 
Company of Saints and Angels in thy 
heavenly Kingdom, thra' Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord; in whoſe Name and Words, in 
url behalf of myſelf, and all Mankind, | bum- 
7 bly and heartily pray, 
0 Our Father, &c. 
r- | 
ra- 7 ns Evening you ſhall thus adjuſt your Ac- 
el counts with Heaven, and it ſhould pleaſe God to take 
you hence before the Morning Light, you may reſt 


uf | comfortably aſſut'd, that you will be number'd with 
the Saints in Light everlaſting, | 


14 ſhort Prayer at Night for Servants, Chil- 


"WS 5 
Cc 
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oy dren, or any that are ſtraitened in Time. 


1 0 Lord, pardon all the Sins I have 
committed this Day in Thought, 
by ; | * Ora 
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my Wickedneſs, and eleanfe me from my 
Sins. And becauſe, thro' the Weakneſs 
of my mortal Nature, I cannot always 


Grace, that I may overcome all the Temp- 1 
tations that daily ſurround me. Aſſiſt me, 


into thy Protection this Night, [my Father. # 


over me and refreſh me with ſeaſonable 
Reſt, that I may riſe the next mn þ 


Word or Deed againſt thy divine Majeſty, A: 
[confeſs them] waſh me thoroughly from 


ſtand upright, grant me the Help of thy 


good Lord, by thy Grace, that I may wor- 


ſhip thee, Serve thee, and obey thee as 16 


ought to do. Supply me with all Things 


7 
needful, while I am on Earth, and pre- 


pare my Soul for the Happineſs of Heaven. J. 
Lord, receive me and all my Friends 


&c. according as they fand related] Watch 


more fit for thy Service. 
All Praiſe and Thankſgiving be to thee, 
O Lord, for the Mercies beſtowed upon || 
me this Day, and all the Days of my Life, 
Miercifully hear my Prayers, and accept 
my Praiſes, for the Sake of my Savlour 


Jeſus Cbrif, in whoſe Words I ſum ur 
all my Wants. 


Our Father, 2001 < art, Kc. 
Aere meditate a While, then ſay, 


We B ding of Grd Almighty be Fa- 


: ther | | 
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{eter the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, be wth 
+ me this N ight, and for evermore. } 


. 5 you undreſs. 


1 N Aked came I out of my Mother 8 
5 Womb, and naked ſhall I return; 
FO make me wiſe to prepare for my latter 
* End. 


zen you ; ti W in your Bed. 


Ir Vage me, O gracious Lord, a quiet 
1 Night, and a happy End. Defend 
me oy, this F amily from all Adverſities, 
4 which may happen to our Bodies. Good 
Lord deliver us from Fire, from Light- 
e 9 ning and Tempeſt, from Thieves and 
3 Robbers, and from all thoſe other Perils 
and Dangers which for our Sins might 

juſtly fall upon us, Bleſſed Lord, into 
n thy Hands I commit myſelf, my Soul and 
Body. O fave me from all Dangers ghoſt- 
1 ly and bodily through thy tnerciful Good- 

neſs, in Jeſus Cbriſt our Saviour. 
1 } O how ſecure and ſweetly do they fleep, who go 
| to Bed with a quict Conſcience, who after a Day of 


bac Induſtry and pious Living, lay down their 


Heads in Peace, and ſafely reſt in the Boſom of 
Providence! 


2 lier, 


Life. I will remember him on my Bed, q 
and meditate on him. in the Night- 
Watches. For the Day of the Lord will 


the Earth alſo with all its Works ſhall be 


burnt up, What Manner of Perſons then 


thy Praiſes; with this bleſt Choir, un- 
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Eyes with this Prayer. 


Will lay me down in Peace and take 4 
my Reſt; for it is thou, Lord, only, 2 
that hor, me dwell in Safety, 3 
The Lord bleſs me, and keep me; the I 
Lord make his Face to ſhine upon me, 
and be gracious unto me; the Lord lift 1 


up his Countenance upon me, and grant 


me Peace this Ni ight and evermore. 
15 you 4 cannot ſip, uſe : heb or the like . 24 
Meditations. 5 


IN the Nieht Seaſon will J ſing, a An F: 
make my Prayers unto the God of 9 


come as a Thief in the N ight, when the x 
Heavens being on Fire, ſhall be diffoly'd, * 


ought we io be in all holy Converſation and m 
Godlineſs? O Lord, the bleſſed Angel“ 
never reſt Day or Night from ſinging forth 4 5 


ul 


worthy as x am, will I alſo Join my Heart ben 


and Voice, ſaying Hallelujah, Satvatim® 
and 
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nd Honour, and Glory, and Power, be 


WAL God for ever and ever. Amen, 


2 To keep out idle and uoclein Thoughts, think on 
Four miſ- ſpent Life, meditate on Death and Judg- 
ment, on Heaven, and Hell. Think on the Sins of 
Jour Youth, and remember chat you muſt ſoon die. 
Pray to God for Mercy in the Day of Judginent, 


3 Hap þy Servant, whom his Lord, when 
4 e cometh, mal find thus dung. 


SUNDAY. 
MEDITATION. 


Elcome, bleſt and happy Day! this 
js the Day which the Lord hath 
made, which he hath ſanctified to himſelf, 
and called by his own moſt Holy Name. 
Worthy is tle Lord of all our Time, 

worthy of the Praiſe of all his Creatures: 
Shall I employ the whole Week on myſelf, 
and not offer one Day unto him, to whom | 
JI owe all that 1 5 Forbid it, O gra- 
„ tous Lord, and make me faithfully obſerve 
ck Duty to thee on thy own bleſſed Day. 
Ah deareſt Lord! I was heretofore a Pro- 
phaner of this holy Day, for which I might 
Joy have been given over to a reprobate 
Penſe; or by a ſudden Vengeance ſnatch'd 
out of the World in the midſt of my 
Sins: 


im 
df 


Sins: The Devil with his Temptations, 4 
the Corruptions of my own Heart, and 


would perſuade me not to frequent the 2 


ceive the Blefſed Sacrament. But I will : 
with a reſolved Spirit, like to that which 


them, Away from me, ye Wicked, 
25 for 1 will keep this Commandment of 


"EC in Heaven hereafter,” 


joice, O my Soul, and be glad in it, 


Offices, and ſummons all her Children to 


value not the Favour of thee, O God, 


SUNDAY. 


as 


the wicked People of the Age we live in 5 


Worſhip of God, join in the Prayers of 
the Church, hear his holy Word, or re. . 


animated the zealous Pſalmiſt, ſay unto o 


«© my God, that ſo from a temporal Sab- [ 
e bath here, I may paſs w an eternal one 


Another M ED I TA TION A Prayer | | 


O! this is the ſolemn Day, which 


This is a Day ſacred to divine Love, 2 
Day of heavenly Reſt and Refreſhment. | 
Behold the Church prepares her ſolemn & 
bring in their Praiſes. The King of Hea- þ 
ven himſelf invites us into his own Pre- 
ſence, and vouchſafes us the Honour of 
drawing near unto him, Let thoſe who 


waſte this Holy Day in the Omiſſion off 
pow | 
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ious Duties, and in being careleſs of do- 
4 fue any Thing for the ſecuring to them- 
ſelves a bleſſed Eternity. Unthinking 
Men! who ſpend this Day of Holineſs 
And folemn Devotion, in vain, if not 
In wanton Talk; and in Sports and 
Paſtimes, to the great Hazard of their 
Salvation. As for me, O Lord, give me 


p 'Grace to be wiſer and better, and not to 

- Faint or grow weary in thy Service. Ariſe 
s then, O my Soul, put on the Robes of 
1 De. 


"Righteouſneſs; go to the Houſe of God 
ne with holy Reverence, and awful Humili- 

T. ; worſhip the Lord in his holy Tem- 
Ple with Faith and Fervour, and he will 
Fill thee with the Graces, with the Joys 
Ind Comforts of his bleſſed Spirit. Lord 
ih give me Grace to keep holy the Sabbath 
re. Day, ſo as that it may become a Pledge 
it. f to me of enjoying an eternal Sabbath in 
» OY Light and Glory. O bright and bleſſed 
wy Day of Eternity! when 1 ſhall enjoy an 
Endleſs Sabbath in Heaven, and be for ever 
ol with my God! Prepare me, bleſſed Lord, 
lea- Dy the Means of Grace here, for this 


re- Kingdom of Glory hercafter, Amen. 


holt 


H E Want of a due Git nde of the Sabbath, 
0d, has always been eſteem'd the chief Cauſe of the 
Decay of Chriſtian Fiety, And becauſe Multipli- 


1 015 5 
Xcity-of Buſine's in ſome, and Scruples | in others, are 
row ofren 
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7 ow the Work of our Redemption, which he com- 
pleated by. his Reſurrection. On that Day a great 


mitive Chriſtians did, and that we ſtill ought to keep 


form religious Duties; to hear the Word preach'd, to 


often made Excuſes for not faithfully obſerving the | U 
Duties of this holy Day, I ſhall be more particular 


in my Directions for the Sake of ignorant Minds, 5 


Know then, God by creating the World in fix Days, 
and reſting on. the ſeventh, hath commanded all Man- 9 
kind, to whom the Knowledge of this ſtupendous pf 
Work ſhall come, to dedicate a ſeventh Part of their i 
ime to his Honour and Service. The Fews ob- 
ſerved Saturday in Memory of the Creation; and al-. 
fo becauſe, on that Day God delivered the Children | 3 
of. //rael from the Bondage of Egypt, by drowning Þ 
Pharaoh and his Hoſt in the Red Sea. 
We Chriſtians keep Sunday for our Day of Reſt f 
and ſolemn Devotion; becauſe, on that Day, our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt aroſe from the Dead, and reſted i 


Deliverance was obtained for us. A Deliverance far 
greater than that of the 7/raelites from the Slavery, of 
the Egyptians. Now as to the Evidences that the pri- 


the firſt Day of the Week for our Sabbath, we find 
that the Diſciples met together on that Day to per- 1 


partake of the holy Sacrament, &c. And all Chriſtian} 
e have enjoin'd and practiſed the religo 
Obſervation of the Lord's Day; and'tis of great wen 7 
ment, that we ſtrictly dedicate it to the Service of 
God. The Works of our ordinary Calling become De 
criminal, when the Creator of all Things challenges dab 

our Timię ; this Day then muſt be employ'd in ail, * 


fuch holy Exerciſes, as promote the Glory of God, 


the Good of our Neigkbour, and the Salvation of out bn 
own Souls. Nothing but Sickneſs or abſolute Neceſ-Wy . 

ſity can be. a fair Plea for not attending on the pub- ic 
lick Service of the Church on the Lord's Day. Wen: 
may have often heard ſome thoughtleſs Men ſay, we ſſcie 


can read or pray at home; what need we then leave oO. 


Our 
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ur own Houſes, and go through Wet or Cold, to 
1 the Houſe of God? But at this Rate, all Senſe of 
FE eligiva would be loſt, did every one reaſon and act 
In this wretched Manner. Pray ought not Chriſtians 
1 Been, to own their Faith publickly, and in the Face 
pf the World; and openly join with others in offer- 
$ng up; to. God the ſolemn Sacrifice of Prayer and 
Praiſe. And ſince God and the Church, and the 


. 


we 


OI 
VV 
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= 

WE. | 
Laws of the Land, have appointed this Day for ſuch 
n poly Offices; how bold or ignorant is any one who 


5 hinks himſelf at Liberty, to break through all theſe 
Wrong Engagements? How can he hope for the Bleſ- 
ing of God, who will not ſeek it in the Way pre- 
| Wcrid's © ? Our Souls require Spiritual Food, to keep 
hem alive to God, as much as our Bodies require 
n- Meat and Drink, in deer to preſerve our natural 
at PLife. Happy therefore are we, who are thus called 
far pff from the Hurry of Buſineſs or Pleaſures, and com- 
of manded by God, to ſpend one Day in ſeven for the 
3 Good of our Souls. Nay, tho' as becomes good 
Cbriſtians, we read the Scriptures and other devout 
Books in the Week, tho' we pray in private, or re- 
er- "| Jort to the daily publick Prayers ; yet the Return of 
to the Lord's- Day is ſtiil needful to keep our Souls in a 
ian evout and holy Frame, On this Day we have moſt 
ous ime to look into the State of our Souls; to meditate 
10-1 and make firm Reſolutions of living anſwerable to 
of dur holy Profeſſion. And what great Advantage and 
me Delight do thoſe devout Obſervers of the Chriſtian 
Pabbath find by uſing the Means deſign'd to make 
them better ? Nes People, by frequenting the Church, 
Tonfefling their Sins, and begging God's Pardon, do - 
Fertainly grow more plous ; and even ſome bad Mer, 
dy Degrees, are hereby influenced to leave off their. 
vicked Courſes, and are brought to a better Mind, 
And you may obſerve, that they who make no Con- 
cience of keeping the Sabbath, grow worſe and 
Porſe, and when they come upon their Death bed, how 
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 _ eught to tremble or hope, aecording as we are guilty 
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fadly do they reflect upon their Lives paſt ; and ſor-Wc 
rowfully own, that vicious Company, and frequent. 
ing Ale-houſes, when they ſhould have been at 
Church, drew them into thoſe profligate Courſes; 
which are now like to be their eternal Ruin. Again, 
how many poor uninſtructed Souls ſleep away thei 
Sabbath, or take Journies thereon for Profit or Plea. 
ſure, wandering idly abroad, or ſinfully ſtaying at 
home on that bleſſed Day; not conſidering, that they. 
ought to ſpend, at leaſt, that Day as diligently in the N 
Service of God, as the Week-days in their own? IWF 
Do you therefore, if you have any Zeal for God's 
Glory, any Regard for the Chriſtian Religion, any 
Concern for your own Happineſs, reſolve not to be 
eold or indifferent how you paſs the Sabbath. pi 
But, as the Ground muſt be prepared before th 
Seed be caſt into it; ſo muſt you prepare for reli- 
gious Duties, by bringing your Heart into an hum - Mf 
ble and devout Frame. _ 1 | 
And becauſe you can't be ignorant of God's Will ed 
without the utmoſt Hazard of your Soul, ſpend ſome 
Part of the Lord's Day in reading the Bible. That 
ſacred Book was at firſt dictated by the holy Spirit: 
When therefore you read therein, let it always be 
with Reverence and godly Fear, Many holy Men and 
Women have accuſtom'd themſelves to read the eri 
of Ged, meekly kneeling upon their Knees. When 
we read of the Threatnings or Promiſes of God, we 


or not guilty. The holy Lives of the pious Saints 
ſhould not be regarded as Matvers of Hiſtory only, 
but as Patterns of Imitation. Abraham's Faithfulneſs, 
MAoſes's Meekneſs, David's Devotion, Job's Patience, 
c. ſhould. prevail with you to imitate them in theit 
Virtues, Some read the Scripture only to furniſh them- 
faves with Matter of Diſcourſe, or to cavil thereat ;þ 
ut to thoſe it will certainly prove the ſaddeſt Hfſtory 
ti ey ever read in all their Lives; and if they pretend 
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r- Jo be in Jeſt, I can aſſure them, God will be in 
t · arneſt with them. Do you then, pious Chriſtian, 
at on this joyful Day, riſe early; get Time to read in 
Pour Bible, and to meditate on what you read; 
hen, as you have Opportunity and Leiſure, inſtruct 
our Children, or Friends, and Servants, in the great 
Duties of Chriſtianity; viſit the Sick ; comfort the 


atBWorrowful ; and ſeaſon all your Diſcourſe with 
ey icty ; then will the folemn and holy Offices the 
the Church has prepared, have a due Influence upon 


Sour Heart, 4 | 
And tho' you bring Honour unto God hy private 
Devotion, yet you glorify him more by your 
publick Addreſſes ; for then you let others ſee, the 
igh Eſteem you have of his Excellencies, and cauſe: 
e Voice of his Praiſe to be heard among Men, 
hen careleſs Men behold a Number of Chriſtians | 
ſſembled together in an humble Manner, with pi- 
pus Devotion, and ſubmiſſive Reverence, with bend- 
ed Knees, and Eyes lifted up to Heaven; this Sight 
Wirikes them with Fear and Awe ; and ſupports the 
WBelief both of God's Exiſtence, and of his Glory 
nd Majeſty, in the Minds of Men. The publick 
Prayers and Praiſes of deyout People bring them 
igh unto Heaven; and are the neareſt Approach 
hat can be made to that happy Society of juſt Men 
ade perfect on this Side Glory. 

Learn therefore to value every Hour of this Day, 
yhich the Lord hath ſanctified to himſelf, and called 
dy his own moſt holy Name; and not fooliſhly 
pend it in Paſtime and Vanity; much leſs ſhame- 
ully ſpend it in a Courſe of Sin ; but therein re- 
ember God's innumerable Mercies, and deeply 
heit imprint them in your Heart: Preſs onward after 
ew Degrees of Improvement ; ſo ſhall you pur- 
Thaſe a bleft Eternity. „55 


D E 


made wiſe unto Salvarion 3 ? Bleſled be thy 
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Give E hands and Praiſe that you art 
vouchſafed the Knowledge of the true FE 
God and true Religion. 


How many Millions of Men live in 


Blindneſs and Ignorance, when! 1 


—.— 


am vouchſafed the Means of Grace, and 


Name, O Lord, for thy loving Kindnei 1 
towards me, that my Lot is not caſt a. 
mong Heathens and Unbelievers, but cha 
1 was born of Chriſtian Parents, and bp. 
tized in my Infancy, in the Name, or 2 
the Authority of God the Father, who 
created me; of God the Son, who redeem-, 7 
ed me, and of God the Holy Ghoft, Who 
enlightens and ſanctifies = Praiſed be 
thy Name, O Lord, for bringing me af 
terwards to Confirmation, where I pub 5 
lickly renewed the ſolemn Vow at my 
Baptiſm, Bleſſed be thy Name for tholll x; 
comfortable Aſſurances thou didſt give me 

at that Time, of thy Favour and Gocd- 1 
neſs towards me. Bleſſed be thy Name. a 
for that Privilege thou didſt then beſtow 
upon me, of approaching thy holy Table, 
Lord grant me Grace, that as I have. given 
up my Name to Chriſt, I may continue 
faithful in this my Profeſſion to the End] 


of my Days and after having Fruit unto 
Holinc's 
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; 7 Holineſs here, I may in the End reap 
F ® everlaſting Life, through Fes? Chriſt our 
Lord, Amen. 


4 115 Opportunity ſerves, a little before Church- Time, 
1 5 on your Knees, ſay, 


« | OST glorious Lord God, who art 
7 4A greatly to be fear'd in the Aſſem- 
9 5 | bly. of the Saints, and to be had in Re- 
verence of all them that are round about 
at thee ; I look upon this thy Day as holy 
p- and honotirable. and in a peculiar Manner, 
by dedicated to thy Honour and Service. 0 
ao pardon all my Sins, and ſuffer them not 
n- to ſtand between thy divine Majeſty and 
a0 my Soul, to hinder my Prayers from 
1 aſcending to thee ;. or thy Grace and 
f. Mercy from deſcending on me. Touch 
my Soul with an Awe of thy Majeſty and 
3 Glory, and fix my wandering Thoughts, 
that I may behave myſelf with Reve- 
1 7 rence and godly Fear. Be thou in the 
midſt of the Aſſemblies of thy People, 

e, and let thy merciful Ears be open to the 
Prayers which thy Servants make before 
3 thee this Day; give me Grace to receive 
188 thy holy Word into an honeſt Heart, that 
I may bring forth the Fruits of the Spirit, 
1 and diligently live after thy Command- 
ments; that when the appointed Time of 
D4 my 
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my ban hence ſhall come, I may be 
tranſlated from the Church militant here 8 
on Earth, to the Church triumphant in 
Heaven; and being admitted into the 
bleſſed Society of juſt Men made perfect, 
may render continual Thanks and Praiſe, 
and afcribe all poſſible Honour and Glory 4 
to the Holy, Blefled and Undivided Tri- 3 
"nity. All which I humbly beg, for the 
Sake, and in the Words of Jeſus Chriſt. 


Our Father, which , art, &c OY 


Be at Church, if poſſible, before Prayers begin, 
| for if you do not come at the Beginning of the Ser- 7 
vice, you loſe one of the moſt important Parts of it ; 78 
you fail to join in the Confeſſion of Sins, ſo have no 
Title to the Comfort of the Abſolution. Think © z 
not, as many inconſiderate People do, that mou | 5 2 3 
come in good Time, if you hear the Sermon, tho? | 
you miſs the Prayers. | 


When you leave your Houſe, uſe this Meditation 


I Will go with Joy and Gladneſs to the | q 
Houſe of my God. | 
O thou that heareſt Prayer, unto thee | 

ſhall all Fleſh come. 

I was glad when they ſaid unto me, ler | 

us go into the Houfe of the Lord; for I | A 

love the Habitation of thy Houſe, and the 1 

Place where thine Honour dwelleth, 5 


bit 
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3 ik you are walking 70 Church ith 
: your Family. 


How amiable are thy Dwellings, 
thou Lord of Hoſts ; my Soul hath 
a Deſire and Longing to enter into the 

Courts of the Lord: My Heart and my 
” Fleſh rejoice in the living God. Bleſſed 
axe they that dwell in thy Houſe, they 
will be always praiſing thee; for a Day i in 

by Courts is better than a Thouſand, I 
had rather be a Doar-keeper in the Houſe 
, y e my God, than to dwell in the Tents 


The Lord loveth the Gates of Sion 
more than all the Dwellings of Jacob; 
therefore will I come into thy Houſe, and 
in the Multitude of thy Mercy, and in 
thy Fear, will I worſhip towards thy holy 


emple. 
At the Church. Yard. 


4 As the Hart panteth after the Water- 
3 Brooks, ſo panteth my Soul after 
thee, O God. My Soul thirſteth for God, 
j + ven for the living God, 
O my God, kindle a holy Flame in my 
5 doul, and let my Sins be the Burnt-offer- 
3 = for it to conſume, that there may nor 
| D 5 any 


= 
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O King of Heaven, forgive me all that = 


| ]Nworthy am I, O God, to = 
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corrupt Affection, any curſed Thing be 9 
thelter'd in my Heart, that 1 may never 
again defile that Place, which thou haſty 7 
choſen for thy Temple. os volt £208 

Go not into the Houſe of God laughing A "18 


ing, or ſtaring about you, but poſſeſs your Mind 


with a reverential Awe of the infinite TOO: of # 
that God, into whoſe Preſence you come. We 


At the Church-Doox fey, 


1 8 ſinned againſt thee. 
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As ſoon as you enter the Church. 


OW dreadful is. this Place! this i 85 . 

no other but the Houſe of God, even 11 

of that God, who is greatly to be lere 0 
in the Congregations of his Saints, and to Þ 
be had in Reverence of all them that are * 
round about him. F 
I 


OLY and Reverend is thy Name] Y | 
O Lord; Glory be to thee, O C0 
mol High, 


SE * 


„ Len you enter your Seat, ſay m = 7 
kneeling pon your Knees, * 


before thee; bat ſince thy infinite® 


Goodneſs doth invite us to come into thy » 


Houle 4 


Y ONDAR aw 
| Houſe, I moſt thankfully receive this! in- 


eſtimable Benefit. 

And now, O Lord, I beſeech cher. 
Mroercifully to pardon all my Sins, and the 
Sins of thy People afſembling themſelves 


d in thy Houſe: O let thy holy Spirit help 
of, our Infirmities; and. ſo diſpoſe our Hearts 


nbſp that our Prayers and Praiſes 
may be WI Eng” to 1 through 
= 8 Jeſus Drill. 


en riſe. up, and 1155 der 77 infinite 
| Diſtance between God and you. 


Behave yourſelf with all Gravity and Decency ; ; 
Iſtand or knee], as directed by the Rubricks in the 
Book of Common- Prayer. How ſhameful is it to 
en at, when we put up our Petitions to the Throne | 
Grace! An earthly King would not bear ſuch an ir- 
tl 2 reverent Behaviour: How highly diſpleaſing then 
e muſt it be in the Eyes of the King of Kings! 
3 Avoid the Ceremony of bowing to ot: hers, after 
5 IIe are begun. Alſo, gazing about takes the 
Mind off from the important Buſineſs it ought then 
be, to be engaged in. Whiſpering, and Talking, and 
od Laughing, in the Time of divine Service, are At- 
fronts to God, arid betray a Want of Reverehce 
| A and Devotion in Men. Look ints che Temples 
of the very Heathens, and you will fee more de- 
i vout Behaviour among. thoſe deluded. Souls, than 
9 many Chriſtians ſhew in the Houſe of God. Since 
4 our Acceptance at the Throne of Grace depends in 
car Ja great Meaſure. upon our offering up our Prayers 
ite! to God with a devout and aftentive Mind, and an 
humble Poſture of Body, *tis amazing, that in 


thy many Country Churches there i is no Convenieney 
1 „ % 9 > 2-0 | tor 


D 


N 
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for Kneeling, They, whoſe Office obliges them to I 9 ; 
provide all Things neceſſary for the graboid 
of Almighty God, and who ſolemnly ſwear to do it, 
_ ought to take Notice of this. Surely they muſt be 
blind, if they ſee it net 3 and wicked, if they don” t 
reform this: £5: 5 3 
Do you demean yourſelf with an awful Reve- i 1 
rence, and pray with ſuch Fervour of Affection, as 1 
to ſhew you value what you aſk for. Strive to avoid 
all wandering Thoughts : Bewail your Weakneſs 2 
and manifold Infirmities, and beg of God to kindle 
m your Breaſt a Flame of true Zeal and Devotion, 4 
and in ſome Time you will feel the good Effects of 6 
it. Fix in your Mind an awful Senſe of God's Pre- * 
fence, which will ſtir up your faint and cold Deſires, 
and engage all the Powers of your Soul in his Service. 
An humble, modeſt Deportment of the Bady will 
much contribute to the Attention of the Mine. 2 by 
Pray then on your Knees ; this Poſture is more 
Tikely to excite true Devotion, than if you ſit, or | 
Rand: up, and gaze about, which diſſipates your | : 
Thoughts, hinders your own. Prayers,. and pas 1 I 
thoſe of your Neighhours. : : | 


"uy CES 4 
ENTS, 0 


If you are cold in your Devotions, and don't > 
ſerve the Lord with Alacrity and %. 


O My God I am full of Trouble, 

5 I ſhould: take fo little Been 
in the Performance of my Duty to thee; 
and ſo ſoon grow weary of it, to the Hurt 4 
of my own Soul. Why am If lifeleſs in 
doing what ſhould be the Comfort, the 0 
Delight, and the Rejoicing of my Heart? A 
My Soul, O Lord, is PAs d with a Spi- 
rü 


3 1 : 


5 UN DA vo 


5 nit of Infirmity, it is bow'd together, and 
1 can in no wiſe lift up itſelf to thee. O 
3 de thou pleafed to cure this fad, this mi- 
ty ſerable Diſafe, to fpirit and enliven this 
drowſy Heart, that it may freely mount 
1 = towards thee. O make my Defires an- 
4 1 to my Wants, and graciouſly 
bear my Prayers for Chriſt his Sake. 


3 w good Defires are indled in your Heart, 
- if when you pray unto, or praiſe God. 
| Ker be thy Name, O Lord, for im- 
printing a lively Senſe. of thy Good- 
bing and of my own Unworthineſs upon 
my Soul. O let my Heart be ever filled 
with the Senſe, and my Mouth with the 
Y Acknowledgement of thy Mercies. It is 
9 a joyful and pleaſant Thing to be thank- 
ful. O ſuffer me not, I beſeech thee, to 
= loſe my Part in that divine Pleaſure ; but 
grant that as I daily receive Bledings from 


E ye: ſo I may daily, from an affectionate 
rant devout Heart, offer HP Thanks to 


e, 
bt 


re | art my God, and I will * thee. on 


| my Soul bleſs the Lord, and remember 
| al his Benefits! 


Bears 
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Before or after ſinging the Pfalns. 
CY Lord, as I praiſe thee with the Saints 

Von Earth, grant that hercaftex I may 

with the bleſſed Spirits in Heaven, layd 

and praiſe thy holy Name for evermore. 

Amen, 12 7 | | E Veit . 1 

Beere the Sermon... 

Rant, O Lord, that by the preach- 
ing of thy holy Word, my Heart 
may be confirm d more and more in tge 

Doctrines and Truth of the Goſpel, my 

Mind enlighten'd, my Life amended, and % 

thy Name for ever glorified, Amen. 
(Rant, Lord, that I may be a Doerr 

— of thy Word, and not a Hearer on- 

ly, deceiving my own Soul. O let not 

the Cares, the Riches, or the Pleaſures of 
the World, ſteal it away; but give me 

Grace to bring forth Fruit unto Holineſs, 

and to live the Life of Grace here, that ſo 

I may at length attain'to a Life of Glory 

hereafter, for Chriſt his Sake. 


* 7 3 
3 


When Prayers are ended, kneel dum ant 
e ſay, „ 1 
Lord, pardon the Wanderings and 


Coldneſs of theſe Petitiens ; lantify 
to 
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FI to me this, and all the other Means 
ef Grace, that I may live according to 


my Profeſfion and my Prayer, for Chriſt 8 
Sele. e 


0 


1 De and N and Wisdom, 100 
1 Honour, and Power, be unto God, 
and to the Lamb for evermore. 


1 . Gon 90 go. out f the Churchs or return 


Home: L 


| 1. Am now departed out of thy Sanctua- 

1 ry, depart not thou from me, O God; 
| hae 15 thy Bleſſing go home with me : 
* Sanctify unto me the Words I have heard, 
that with Mary I may ponder all thofe Say 
ings in my Heart; obſerve them in my 
Lite ; and receive the Comforts of them 
in my dying Hour. Amen. 


Mif- ſpend not this Day, but keep up a Senſe of 
Religion in your Houle, that God may dwell Where 
= - you dwell, I wiſh every Family had, 
. 1. The Bible and Common- Prayer- Book, 
2. The whole Duty of Man. 
Dr. Sherlock of Death and Judgment, 
ys The great Importance of a religious Life. 

. Stanhope's Thomas a Kempis. Serviceable to 
all Chriſtians, but eſpecially it will adminiſter true 
Comfort to the AMicted, 

6. Wabte's Catechiſm. A Book that will at once 
e enlighten your Mind, and warm your Affections. 
& * an unpardonable Neglect, not to know the 
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64 SUNDAY. 

Will and Pleaſure of our Lord and Maſter Jeſus 
Chriſt: Of this we are to be inform'd by the Goſpel, 
which is a Guide of the Blind, an Inſtructor of the 
Fooliſh, a Teacher of Babes, a Light that ſhines in 
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a dark Place. Many are diſcouraged from reading 
the Scriptures, by a few obſcure Paſſages to be met 
with therein; by Things hard to be underſtood, | 7 
which hinder theſe Books from being ſo inſtruftive 7; 
as might be expected. But this happens when weak, 


injudicious People perplex themſelves with reading 4 
the abſtruſe Parts of the Bible; ſuch as are the Pro 


phecies of Daniel, Ezekiel, and the Revelationgß; 
which give little Help to the Ignorant, and ſuch as 
have Need of Milk, and not of ſtrong Meat. Some 


other Points, it muſt be own'd, are above our weak 
Capacities to comprehend ; as the PerfeQions of | 
God, his Providence, the Nature of our own Souls, 
&c, Yet theſe Parts are uſeful to humble aſpiring * 


Men; to teach them to adore theſe Depths of divine 
Wiſdom ; and to excite their Induſtry, to ſearch out 


divine Truths. If People of mean Capacities want 
to have the Difficulties they meet with in Scripture 
explain'd, let them reſort to thoſe Teachers whom *! 


God hath placed over them. If with Humbleneſs : : 


of Mind we will obſerve the following DireCtions, 
oreat Advantage may be expected from them, 
1. Begin with the Goſpels, which are plain and 
eafy, and abound with heavenly Doctrine. 1 
2. The 5th, 6th and 7th Chapters of St. Mattheis 
contain the Subſtance of Chriſtianity; and every pious 
Perſon ought to read and meditate on them, till he 
has copied them into his own Life and Converſation. 
3. Entich your Mind with the Epiſtles, which are a 
fuller Explication of feveral Articles of the Chriſtian 
Faith, which were but ſummarily deliver'd by our 
Saviour. They give particular Commands for diſ- 
charging the Duties relating to all Sorts and Con- 
ditions of Life; thoſe of Piinces and Subjects; of 
45 85 | 0 bir Paſturs | 


2. 
.* 


11 SUNDAY. 65 
Paſtors and People; of Huſbands and Wives; of 
Parents and Children; of Maſters and Servafts. 

46᷑. Read over often, and get by Heart as much as 

poffibly you can, of the Book of Pſalms. Theſe will 

- raiſe in your Soul humble and devout AﬀeCtions ; as 

Containing the moſt affectionate Prayers, Interceſ- 

ſions, and exalted Strains of Praiſe and Thankſgiving, 

and will teach People Submiſſion to God's Will, in 
all Conditions of Life. And never did any Writings 
come up to the Loftineſs of the P/alms,all of them out- 
do the utmoſt Stretch of human Skill and Invention. 

F. Read the Book of Ecclefraftes, which will in- 

ſtruct you to deſpiſe the World, and all its Vanities, 

Job will teach you Patience and Reſignation to the 

Will of God. When did Majeſty ſhine forth in 

more Splendor, than in the Deſcriptions of the di- 

Fine Power? Chap. 38, 39, 40. 

6. Proceed to the Boaks of Moſes, Foſhua, Judges, 

and Ezra, The Song of Moſes, Exedus 15. of De- 

+ dorab, Fudges the 5th ; of Hannah, 1 Sam, 2. Ne- 

+ Ver did any human Author come up to thoſe lofty, 

e rand, and lively Paſſages of Scripture, which I could 

n Zgladly tranſcribe, but will only point them out as they 

ſtand in our Bibles. Deut. 32. 1. Give Ear, O ye 

Heavens, &c. 2 Sam. 7. 18. 1 Kings 8. 22. 1 Kings 

9. 3. 1 Chron. 29. 11. Iſaiab 1. 38. and 53, Where 

does Sorrow flow forth in ſuch tender Strains, as 

in the Lamentations of Jeremiah? He ſeems to 

„% dreathe only in Sighs, and ſpeak in Groans. What 
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1 Fan be compared to the Propheſy of Nabum, when he 


foretels the Downfal of proud Nineveb; or to Da- 
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3 ow much better were it to fill Childrens Minds with: 
ch noble Subjects, which might redound to the 
„„ Pbory of God, and the Good of their Souls, than 


IL 
FE 


D ———— — 
— — 


* = n — 

2 — 2 . 1 

= FFC 
pe PRIN — 


= X02 


= 222 4 
— 2 PS, — 


— 
— — r 
. — 
by * L D 


more entertaining both to the Learned and Pious, than 


condemd by its Precepts, and whoſe Threatnings“ 


and Pens againſt this Book,indited by the Holy Ghoſt. 


tue. Pious Books will turn your Heart from the 


56 N b 
to corrupt their innocent Minds with the prophane 78 
Uſe of unchaſte Writings ? Our modern Wits think 19 
every Thing in Scripture ſo mean and flat, as not o 


be worth their Reading; but all who have a Taſte 


for Learning, find there ſuch a lofty Eloquence, as 1 
is above the Rules of human Art. For theſe inſpired 7 
Pax 


Writers have a grave and manly Majeſty, Clearneß, 
and Beauty: They have no unnatural Rants, no 9 
high ſwelling Words; but an amiable, great, and no- 
ble Simplicity of Language reigns in them, This 10 


the moſt beautiful Paſſages of Heathen Orators and 
Poets, "The Wiſe of all Ages have ever been of this: ] [ 
Opinion, and will be fo : And none ſpeak ill of the 

Bible, but Scorners and debauched Sinners, who are 


terrify their. Conſcience. Tis a ſad Thought, indeed 
it is, that many daring Wretches uſe their J ongucs 8 


But do you, O pious Chriſtian, dread to deſpiſe tbe 
Word of God, by which you. ſhall infallibly bs judg'd 7 
at the laſt Day. Who can ſufficiently Jament, that 
ſo many pernieious Books appear in the World, which | 
put fair Colours on the worſt of Crimes? The Read- 
ing of them may fix ſuch Errors in the Mind, which . 
cannot without great Difficulty be rooted out. 7 

What Miſchief has been done by young Peoples de- A 
Kotiving in Romances and Plays, and wanton Sag 5 
which generally fill the Head with rambling and un- 
chaſte Thoughts ? There may be in theſe Books 
ſome entertainingWit : But this ſerves only to guild 
over the Poiſon and Danger of them; therefore «7 
away with them, look not into them, and, 1 affure 9 


you, this will contribute much to ſecure your Vir- 1 


8 
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Love of ſenſual Deſires, and raiſe the Minds 97 5 | 
young People up to the Contemplation of more noble 


and more excellent Objects; and enable them to look 
dowa | 
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1 EFENDEF v9 
e daun with a generous Diſdain upon ſinful Pleaſures, 
and mean Purſuits, | „ 
bat hearing Sermons may turn to your Advan- 
le tage, hear with an honeſt Simplicity of Heart, beg- 
15 ing the Aſſiſtance of the Holy Spirit. How can you 
de be careleſs. or ſleepy, when Matters of the laſt Im- 
{353 portance are laid before you? What can rouze you up, 
o if Things relating to your eternal Happineſs or Mi- 
wàoſery, can't prevail on you to liſten to them with an 
% attentive Mind ?*Tis not enough, that you hear and 
an remember, and are affected with a good Diſcourſe ; 


nd the main Point is, to put in Practice the Inſtructions 
1is 2 you, have-heard: The Pleaſures of the World are apt 


to blot out the good Impreſſions made upon your 
Mind: ; the Cares of Life will choak the Word; 
therefore at all Times, eſpecially on the Lord's Day, 
ſeriouſly reflect upon the uſeful Truths which have 
been delivered ; let them excite. your Diligence, to 
== attain theVirtues recommended, and avoid the V ices 
chat obſtruct your Salvation, 5 
7 . That you may gain Time for Reading, Meditation, 
and be at the publick Aſſemblies before Prayers begin, 
you muſt riſe early. Too many lie long in Bed, and 
give themſelves up to carnal Eaſe and Reſt ; yet on 
Week-days can ſtir abroad early to purſue their 
= worldly Affairs. If you are Maſter of a Family, think 
vb. Zo/bua's Refolution, As for me and my Houſe, aue 
x will ſerve the Lord, Joſh. 24. 15. Go with your 
Family to the Evening Service, and go with the ſame 
holy Defire as in the Morning. Think not half a 
Day enough for God and your Soul, If God has 
dealt bountifully with you, let the Poor, the Maim'd, 
the Halt, and the Blind, rejoice with you. When 
you relieve their Bodies, give ſome Inſtruction to 
their Souls, which will make the Charity ſar greater, 
Therefore, inſtruct the Ignorant, draw Sinners to 
Repentance, comfort the Afflicted, and watch every 
5 | 5 favourable 
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lect; but by your Care, Exa 


to train up poor Vouth in the Fear of God; the 
Sin and Wickedneſs in the World. 
to all who labour in this excellent Work; to their + 


Royal Dignity, they ſhall all ſhare in that glorious i 
Title of, "_ Defenders of the Faith. 7 


4 Pray er to be uſe 4 by Parents, Male, ers 1 


Children committed to my Charge, [name | 
| Relations, Orphans, &c.] be pleaſed to 


SUNDAY. ? 
favourable Opportunity to rebuke and reprove alt 
ſuch as are wieked and ſcandalous in their Ways. 5 

Suffer not your Family to 8 throꝰ your Neg- 


ple, prudent Counſel, | 
and Reproof, keep yourſelf and them from the Pol- 


Jutions of the Age. Hew is it that Men are unjuſt | 


Oppreſſors; that we hear of ſo many Thefts and | } 
Robberies, Perjuries, and Murders? Why have we 


ſo many corrupt Adminiftrators of Juſtice, unnatu- 


ral Parents, diſobedient Children, ill Maſters, faith. | 1 I 
leſs, idle, and impudent Servants ? Trace it to the | L 
Original, and it will be found, that the Want of a 
due Obſervation of the Sabbath- day is the chief | 
Cauſe of all thoſe Miſchiefs. 3 
All Praiſe be to God, who, in a Jebauch'd age, | 3 
hath put it into the Hearts of many worthy Perſons = 


only Way of putting a Stop to the Propagation of | 


Thanks be given to the pious Benefactors, and 


Honour be it ſpoken, without Diminution of the 4 


by one 


5 — 8 4 79 5 
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of Famili es, or Guardians. 


— 


O Almighty God, merciful 3 graci- l 
— ous, take into thy Protection the 


3 * ö 


give them healthful Bodies, an under- 'f 


{tanding Heart, a teachable Temper, and | 


an obedient Will, that they may be thy 1 
Servants, | 


1 | Servants, and thy Children al their Days. 
Thou knoweſt, O Lord, how weak and 
inconſiderate young People are; how vio- 
llent their Paſſions, and how eaſy to be ſe- 
duced! I therefore moſt earneſtly implore 
thy Bleſſing upon my Endeavours to bring 
them up in the Nurture and Admonition 
of the Lord, And do thou, O God of all 
SGrace, ſeaſon their Minds with a Senſe 
of Religion, that they may be Examples 
of Virtue, by a ſober, humble, and de- 
, vout Behaviour and Converſation ; that ſo 
s 2 they may paſs through all the Dangers and 
= Temptations of this Life, and be Coheirs 
with Jeſus in the Glories of the next. 
Conſider that all Chidren are by Nature wild, and 
prone to Evil, and therefore muſt be brought under 
N Diccipline betimes. Ground, you know, uncultiva- 
7 ted, will produce nothing but rank Weeds. *Tis 
4 | bappier, ſays Plato, not to be born, than to be unbred. 
b And becauſe Errors, indulged at the firſt, are hard 
„ to be corrected, uſe all Endeavours to prevent ill 
rs © 2 Cuſtoms, and implant ſuch Virtues in the Breaſts of 
4 your Children, that they may prove a Comfort to 
A > their F riends, and an Ornament to their Country. 
ci⸗ What i is ſo pleaſing in the Eyes of God, as to ſee 


he | © young Perſons form'd thus early to Virtue and 
: 65 1 


me y i Some know, by ER Experience, the Troubles 
and Vexations that uninſtructed Daughters bring in- 
Ray | to Families : Many of whom, by their petulent Hu- 

"as Fe by Impatience, Bitterneſs and Clamour, have 
nc 4 entirely alienated from them the Affections of their 
t hy Huſbands; 3 Who being vex'd by their unquiet Tem- 
nts, 1 | pes 
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will make the Untaught fly out into Angen and Rage, 
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Prime of our Affections, with the Obedience of our 
earlieſt Years, and with the Firſt Fruits of the Soul, 7 
If youthful Days are neglected, nothing but Diſobe- 


Vexations grow out of our own Bowel; and come 
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pers, have 1 to Foe Vest Dos in exceſhive | 7 


Drinking; or to look for Good-nature abroad, when 
they could not find it at home. When the Paffions rule 5 
with an abſolute Sway, and are not ſubdued by Reli- 
gion, how can Peace be expected ? Every litle Thing 


diſturbing their own, Peace, and that of all around 
them. Youth at firſt may, like tender Ofiers, be 
eaſily faſhioned : and if Notions of Virtue and Ho- 
nour are inſtilled into them in the Spring of Life, 7 
they will ſcarce ever wear out with Age. For tho' the 
World, the Fleſh, and the Devil, with their alluring 


| Offers, may, for a Time, choak the good Seed, yet 
when Years and ſober Thoughts bring the Perſon to 
himſelf again, the good Seed early ſown wilt ſpring 
up again, and being watered with the Dew of God's 
heavenly Blefling, bring forth Fruit in Amendment 


of Life, Looſe not therefore the firſt ſeven or eight 
Years, God declares, that he is pleaſed with the “ 


dience and Trouble can be expected; and to have 


from thoſe whom God, and Nature, and Gratitude, 
have ordain'd for our Comfart, will be an unſpeak- 
able Grief ; and what is worſe, God will require their 
Blood at their wicked Parents Hands. Tis therefore a 
our moſt important Concern, early to ſhape and ma- 
nage well their tender pliable Minds, This is the moſt . 
proper Seaſon to bend their Minds to Virtue and Re- 
ligion. What Cruelty is it to let ſuchHabits be form'd 7 
in youthful Minds, as muſt be unlearnt ? If Parents pi 
or Guardians won't uſe their beſt Endeavours to ZFC 
make their Children good, they muſt not expect, when 73 
they are advanc'd inYears, they ſhall prove any Thing 
but bad Men. Some ſay, let Cnildren indulge their Fol- 
lies; be idle, fooliſh, and vain! When they are tired 

| with 


«| SUNDAY: 71 
my Wich Vice, they will naturally chuſe Virtue, O filly 
F * Adviſers! if they have never been taught what Diſ- 

| 15 ecretion is, how ſnall they make a diſcreet Choice? 
Hinder, if poſſible, the fooliſh Blandiſhments of 

5 Nurs, the Flatteries of Servants, and their obſcene 
5 2 indecent Words; and inſtead of letting them be- 
come a Prey to ſuch bad Adviſers, do you keep them 
gunder your own Eye and Care, and inſtruct them in 
the whole Compaſs of their Duty to God, their Neigh- 


0 r, and themſelves. If they are well taught this 
e early, they will «now how to behave themſelves 
> Fever after. Let them ficſt be inſorm'd, that there is 
t a God; that we are his Creatwres ; that our Preſer- 
o vation, and all the Bleflings we enjoy, are from him; 
g Fu we poor worthleſs Dependants muſt pray to 
's > him for what we want, and thank him for all we 


it 3 receive. Inform them farther, that there is a Life 


Sincerity, and Tender. Hcartedneſs. 
Firſt, Modeſty. This is a great Profermacies a- 
gainſt Sin and Vice. If the Child is ſufter'd to grow 


gone, what ſhall hold him from running into Ex- 
els; 'and committing. Sin with Greedineſs. 
Secondly, ny This i is the Lite and Soul of 


oft 7 od ws Man. 
|} Thirdly, Tendernefs. Their own Hs will 


a and tender-hearted. In order to teach your 
Cbildren a ſoft and humane Diſpoſition, keep them 
rom dights of Cruelty ; reprove them if they torture 
any dum Creature for Sport; for this will hearden 
their Hearts, and make them les apt to nene der 
red i he Wants of the Diſtreſs'd. . 
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72 SUNDAY. 1 
We find Children apt to treat Birds, Butter- flies, 
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from hearing leud Words, and prophane Talk; from 
Oaths and Imprecations. Tis a dangerous Thing to 
let any bad Qualities take Root in Children. Vol 4 
will r whether Intemperance in Meat and 
Drink be not the Fuel of inordinate Appetites. And, 
to conclude this Point, let them learn to be true ani I ge 
juft in all their Dealings, and not ſuffered, even at r 
Play, to cheat and over- reach, leſt, when they be- 
come Men, they ſhould put in Practice the ſame 

Tricks. The Reaſon we now have fo much Wicked- 
neſs and Injuſtice in the World is, becauſe good Prin- k 
_ Ciples were not inſtilled into Children. The great and 
lingular Bleflings which accompany a virtuous Edu- 
cation, : . 


ll and other Creatures which fall into their Hands, with 
Wl Cruelty. Therefore watch them narrowly in this | 
1 Reſpect, and if you ſee them inclined to any ſue 
1 Temper, they muſt be chid and taught a contrary 
1.18 Behaviour: For the Cuſtom of tormenting and kill. 
I ing dumb Creatures will not be apt to teach them to 1 
. be very compaſſionate to their own Kind. Eſpecially, oF 
1040 train up your Children to keep their Paſſions in Sub- 
„ jection; for Anger drives them to Quarrels, and may 4 
„ perhaps, even to Murder; an over-eager Deſire willy 
prompt them to be covetous, to cheat and fteal ; and 
| Fear makes them rather offend God, than diſoblige 2 a 
[| great Man, If theſe irregular Paſſions are let alone 
Wl in Children, they will in Time get an abſolute Al. 
9 cendant over them ; and a Soul under their Domi. ü 7 
1 nion will be ſtormy and contentious, froward and 9 
1 cruel, full of Spite and Rancour. When Children Pp: 
100 eagerly crave what is pleaſant, tis not prudent al- 0 
KN ways to gratify them; let them ſometimes be diſap- 
— pointed, and learn to ſubmit their Wills to the better 4 At 
1M Judgment of their Guardians, While you teach them + if 
9308 the Government of the Tongue, take all due Care | 
tht? to render a Lye and Breach of Faith as the moſt de- 0 
Wn teſtable and odious Vice, Keep them, if nr T 5 
"ſip 
1.4 
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1 SUNDAY. " 
4 Neation, cannot but recommend it to all Parents, 
Hp or what more noble and more valuable Ornaments 
can they deſire for their Children, than that they 
be meek and humble, pure and. chaſte, modeſt and 
ente patient and charitable, merciſul and com- 
paſſionate? Tis in theſe Virtues and Graces, that 
4 the Perfection of our Nature conſiſts. But by all 
Means let Parents and Guardians be careful above all 
5 Things to ſet before their Children a good Example. 


Y 
lh 
34 
a 
1 


f This would be a very powerſul Means to engage 
in their Little Ones ro tread in their Steps, for Chil- 
d aderen are obſerved to be fond of imitating their Pa- 
= rents in their Behaviour and Manners. 

i. The Child s Prayer for br Parents, br 
nd Guardians. 

d. "BY Merciful Redeemer, who didſt take 
p- little Children up in thy Arms, lay 


ter r Hands upon them, and bleſs them, 
m look graciouſly upon me, who am one of 
my hy Children, Make me dutiful to my 
Parents, and kind Inſtructors; bleſs their 
Fab, Admonitions, and cauſe them to 
Tok ſo deep into my Mind, that I may 
a be Proof againſt all Allurements to Sin 
nd, unto my Life's End. O let the holy An- 
and cls guard and defend me, thy Holy Spi- 
- «Y Fit guide and ſanctify me, that as I grow 


0 


ha zn Years, I may grow in W. ifdom and 
ced- Goodnels, to the Comfort of my Friends, 
rin- 7 


i} the Honour and Glory of thee, my God, 
uy i 


F nd to my own Happineſs here and for 
ever thro” Jeſus Chriſt, Amen, = 
E 1 how: gh 
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ing the Sick, of reconciling Differences, and relieving |, 
1 Day. ; F 3 
e 

4 you began the Day piouſiy, fo end it by ae 


Aras 5 pa _ the GR 5 A r 9 


oven Salvation; nor the Love of Pleaſure 
to Piety and Devotion, in ſenſual Enjoy- 7 


Temperance and Sobriety. 
our Eyes abroad, at theſe holy Seaſons, 
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Though we are on this Day reſtrain'd from doing þ Wy 
our own Works, yet ſome Employment is allowable. 7 
Works of Neceflity, of Piety and Charity, of viſit- 


the Poor, are ſuitable Employments for this Holy © 


and Evening Prayer. 


That by keeping holy the Sabbath or Lord's Day 
in this Life, you may hereafter with Saints and 
Angels celebrate an eternal Sabbath of Praiſe and 
Joy in Heaven; which God grant for Jeſus Chriſt | 4 
his Sake, Amen. i A 
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MEDITATION. 


JEIT HER the manifold Affairs off | 

this Life, nor our Intereſt in the th 
good Things of it, ſhould ſo far engroſs de 
our Thoughts as to make us neglect theſe 
happy Opportunities of working out our F 


an 


entice us to waſte theſe bleſſed Days ſacred 4h 


0 


ments ; but our rejoicing muſt be with g : 
If we caſt 


we may ſee every where Scenes of Plea- 
ſure 
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ſure and Effeminacy, of Luxury and Wan- 
bene, of Rioting and Drunkenneſs, and 
all the ether Vices which make Mens 
5 ractices irregular, and tend to Debauch- 
1 ery and a general Diſſoluteneſs of Man- 


"Hers. By converſing and complying with 
the bad Cuſtoms of the World, the Mind 
9 nd Morals of Men are poiſon'd by De- 


ors genes Le 


d * grees. 
d Now to avoid this, we ſhall do well to 


Fonſecrate theſe holy Seaſons to Religion, 
do attend the publick Worſhip with hum- 
ple Thoughts, compoſed Behaviour, and 
a thankful Heart; to commemorate the 
| yſtery of our Redemption with exalted 
Thoughts of God's wonderful Goodneſs 
to the Sons of Men: to keep ſtedfaſt in 
the Belief of thoſe heavenly Truths which 
the Scriptüres reveal, and undaunted in 
e dhe Profeſſion of our moſt holy Faith : ſo 
a W ae, to ſpend our Time at theſe holy 
N Feſtivals, in meditating upon the Wonders 
be divine Love commemorated on them, 
and diligently practiſing the Poctrines 
f hen taught ; that being Faith ful unto 
1 © 22 we may at /t receive a Crown of 
. A . tbraugh C our Lord. Amen. 


IM 
' Wa : 
2 
2993 
1 
da- 
* 
22 


32 
„ 


e 


76 FESTIVALS and FAS TS. 


. P R A YE ; ba 1 

LL Praiſe and Glory be to thee, 0 . 
God, who haſt graciouſly beſtowed * =. 
upon me many Bleflings, ſpiritual as well 
as temporal, relating both to this Life and ; 
a better. | 
1 adore and praiſe thee, O Lamb of AF 4: 
God, who by thy precious Bloodſhedding F 
haſt reſcued me from the Slavery of Sin, 
and the Dominion of the Devil, 1 
All Honour and Thankſgiving be unto 
thee, O bleſſed Spirit, for thoſe extraor- 
dinary Gifts beſtowed on the Apoſtles, 
whereby they were enabled to work Mi- 
racles, and for thoſe ordinary Gifts of 
thine, whereby all devout Chriſtians have 
in all Ages been enabled to work out their 3 
Salvation: Grant that I, being enlighten d 
and animated at the Celebration of theſe 
Wonders of thy Love, may conſtantly at: 
tend the Publick Worſhip, and devoutly 2 
keep and celebrate theſe high Solemnities 
here below, that hereafter I may join with | 
the bleſſed Spirits in the new Jeruſalen, 4 
and with them ſay, Bleſſing and Ho- 
1 nour, Wiſdom and Power, be to him J 


z 2 


1 


Lamb for all Eternity. Anen. | 


Y Praiſe is due to God for all his Mercies, o .8 
wy 9 


1 ought he, in a more eſpecial Manner, to receive 
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your Homage and Adoration when you commemo- 


* 


7 N f . — N 
> Knowledge of theſe uncommon and diſtinguiſhed Fa- 
vours: They are left in Ignorance, but you are made 
wife unto Salvation. God, rich in Mercy, hath re- 
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kate the Mercies vouchſafed on the great Feſtivals ; 
; as our Saviour's Tacarnation, Reſurrection, Aſcenſion, 


and ſending of the Holy Gheſt. For, think how many 
Generations of Men have lived and died without the 


vealed unto you the Gofpel of his dear Son, and given 


you all poſfible Proof of his Loving- Kindneſs. 


And now what a bafe and ſhameful Ingratitude 
will it be in you to forget the Bleſſings theſe auſpi- 
cious Days bring to your Remembrance? 

But, alas! we, fee (and we grieve to ſee) that 
theſe holy Seaſons, deſigned for better Purpoſes, arc 
unhappily made the Inſtruments of Vice and Extra- 
vagance. We ſee, to the Diſgrace of our holy 
Religion, that they are for the maſt Part ſpent in 
Luxury and Excess N 
Some bold Talkers, in this looſe Age, exalt their 
Voices againſt the Obſervance of theſe Days ; others 
treat the ſolemn Offices, prepared by the Church for 
thoſe Feſtivals, with Sport and Laughter. A third 


ſe 3 | Sort ridicule the great Doctrines of Chriſtianity, ſuch 
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as our Saviour's Incarnation, Death, Reſurrection and 


2 Aſcenſion, which, in the Opinion of all wiſe and good 


ly Men, command Reſpect and Veneration : But tho' 
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your Mind a lively Senſe of the Mercy you are calbd 
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upon by the Church to commemorate. Think on 
the great Myſteries of your Redemption, and your 
Heart will be truly thankful, Let not Covetouſneſs, 


or Pleaſure, ſo take up your Thoughts, as to hinder 
= — Þ 3 you 
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you from working out your own Salvation. Reſoit 


to the Houſe of God with devout Behaviour; and 


forget not to approach the Altar with heavenly Af. 1 


fections. Bring to your Lord the Sacrifice of * 
bring Hymns of Glory to his awful Name. Hoy. 


can you think on your Lord's miraculous Incarna- 
tion; on his painful Crucifixion, his Resurrection I 
1 triumphant Aſcenſion into Heaven, and his ſend. * 
ing down the Holy Spirit upon Earth, without 
Tranſports of Wonder and Love? Improve theſe 7 
holy Seaſons to the Advantage of your Soul; be 
watchful againſt all Temptations, and moderate in 
your lawful Enjoyments, that you be not enſnared 7 
thereby: Then will you be ſanctified here, and re- 
_ ceived up into Glory hereafter, That you may; 
not forget theſe Wonders of divine Love, exhibited 7 
to you at theſe holy Senſons, the e Col- 


lects may be of Uſe. 
Ha, On CHRISTMAS-DAY. 


V Holy, and ever bleſſed Jefus, who 
being the eternal Son of God, and 
moſt high in the Glory of the Father, 
didſt vouchfafe to take our Nature upon 
| thee, and as at this Time to be born of a * 
pure Virgin; O thou, who didſt come into 
the World to heal the Broken-hearted, 
to help the Miſerable, and to fave hat 


WE, 


AS . *. 
FEE 
3 


4 Wed 


which was loſt ; to deliver us from the 


eternal Miſeries of Hell, and make us 1 
Partakers of the Inheritance, with the 4 


Saints in Light: Give me Grace. with all * 
Admiration, Reverence and Thankfulness, 


ever to receive and ponder this great My. 3 


ſtery | 


n Pray : 
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ſtery of Godlineſs in my Heart. O wel- 


come News, that Chriſt Jeſus came into 


the World to ſave Sinners! Quicken me, 
Lord, that I alſo may duly expreſs that 
Thankfulneſs and Delight which my Soul 


"2 ought to feel on this moſt affecting Occa- 
ſion; that I may comply with the graci- 
* ous Deſigns of thy Mercy to do me good. 


Keep me, O God, at all Times, more eſ- 


2 pecially during this Seaſon, from abuſing 


the good Things which thy Bounty has 


furniſhed me withal for the Refreſhment 
of my Body; and from falling into Glut- 


tony or Drunkenneſs, as the Manner of 
ſome 1s. . 


O work in my Heart, ſuch a lively 


Senſe of the many and great Bleflings 
which this Seaſon brings to my Remem- 
brance ; that adoring and believing in thee, 
as my only Lord and Saviour, imitating 
thy holy Example, obeying thy holy Com- 
mands, I may be ſaved through thy Merits, 
and at laſt reign with thee, who art God 
bleſſed for ever, World without End. 


On Good-F riday, 
J Come before thee, OLord, in the loweſt 


Proſtrations of Soul and Body, with 
Eyes full of Tears, and a Heart full of 
8 E 4 Grief 
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Grief and Sorrow for thoſe Sins of mine, 
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that nackig either in Life or Death may 
| „ "EC 


which crucified the Son of God afreſh, 
and put him to open Shame. 


died ;, and that by the Offence of one; 


Judgment came upon. all Men to Con- 3 
But my Conſolation is, that 


demnation. 
my Saviour ſhed his precious Blood for me, 


that I might not ſuffer. the Pains of eter- 7 
nal Death; but be advanced to Honour, 


Glory, and Immortality with him, 
 Hencefocth I deſire not to live, but un- 
to Chriſt, who died for me. 


Keep in me ſuch a 


the Cauſe of his Torments; and teach 
me the Value of my immortal Soul, for 


which he became obedient unto Death, e- 


den the Death of the Croſs, Confirm my 


Courage in the hin Warfare, that as 
a good Soldier, I may fight manfully un- 


der the Banner of my crucified Saviour, 


When ! 1 
look on my Saviour, and then on myſelf, 
Jam aſtoniſhed at the Wonders of his 
Love, which ſurpaſſes the Thoughts of 
Men and Angels. 1 25 | 
The Scriptures declare that in Adam all [ 


Affiſt ne; 
O bleſſed Spirit, to purify myſelf, and to 
tread in the Steps of this humble, 

and patient Sufferer. 
lively Senſe of my Saviour's Agony and 
bloody Sweat, that I may bitterly, hate Sin, 
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ever ſeparate me from the Love of my 


glorious Redeemer; who, with the Father 


and the Holy Spirit, liveth and Wn 
| 2 © one God, GE Tot" ever. 


4. EASTER. 


Elcome, blefſed Day, wherein my 
Saviour aroſe from the Dead, and 
chiſed away the Clouds of Fear. My 


glorious Redeemer hath triumphed over 


the Powers of Darkneſs, and conquered 
Hell and the Grave. He is riſen, and 
* hath ſhewn that he is able to ſave himſelf, 


and to ſave to the uttermoſt all that come 


unto God through him. By his Deatlz 
> he hath deſtroyed Death ; and by his riſing 
to Life again, gy reſtored Man to ever- 


lafting Life. Sing then, O my Soul, unto- 
the Lord, a Pfalm of Joy: Sing with Aa 


cheat ful Voler; and thankful Heart. Now: 
may every penitent Sinner be of good Com- 
Fort. Tell abroad this Soul-reviving Truth, 
De Lord of Life is riſen again. O bleſ- 


ſed Redeemer, make me to riſe from the 


Death of Sin unto the Life of Righteouſ- 
neſs, that I may ſpend the Martin nden ol. 


9 — 


my Days to ſecure that everlaſting. Han 


| | Thi Reſurrection ſpeaks. Comfort to me 


E. 5 under. 


—— 


under all, even my bittereſt Sorrowst. 5 
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Tho' I mourn, and am afflicted here, yet * 
the Tears I ſhed: for my Sins ſhall be turn- 
ed into Joy ; and that Foy no one ſhall take © 
From me: Tho' my Body be crumbled in- 
to Duſt, or 3 by the Fiſh of the x 
Sea, yet ſhall I live, and with theſe very | 
Eyes ſee my Redeemer, and enjoy him 
whom my Soul has loved, and be united 3 
to my glorious Head for ever and ever. 


I On A ſcenſion- Day. 
O King of Glory, who art exalted far 


above all Principalities and Powers, 
and enthroned in thy heavenly Kingiom, 
where Saints and Angels, and all the Hoſt 
of Heaven, do admire and adore thee, © 2 
look down from on high on me thy hum- 
ble Servant here below. O make me feel 
the Power of thy Grace, and the bleſſed * 
Influences of the Holy Spirit lifting up 
my Mind and Deſires from fleeting earth- 
ly Enjoyments, to the ſolid laſting Glorics 
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thou be groveling on the Earth, ſeeing thy 
glorified Jeſus is aſcended into Heaven? 
From this Time I will lift up my anguiſh + E | 


ing Head towards thee, O Saviour of loſt 


Sinners, and reach at the Clories of Hea- i 
ven i 


* 


2 cc 
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ven. My Knees ſhall bow at thy exalted 
Name; my Tongue fhall confeſs thy 
Glory; and thou ſhalt be the daily Enter- 
tainment of my moſt ſerious Thoughts 

Lord grant, that after I have dwelt a- 
bove in Heart and Spirit, I may at laſt 
aſcend, whither my Saviour Chriſt is gone 
before, and be for ever with the Lord; 
there, together with the whole Cburch 


triumphant, to ſee and admire, to love and 
praiſe thee, O bleſſed God, Wor Id with- | 


; out End, Amen, 


105 2 bitfunday, or the Coming ft the - Hily 


Cal. 


ALL Glory be to thee, O Lord, who 
didſt ſend down at this Time the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt from Heaven, in the Likenefs 
of fiery Tongues, lighting upon the Apo- 
{tles, and didſt produce in them glorious 
Effects, turning their Ignorance into 
Learning, their Fear into Courage, their 
Weakneſs into Strength, and their Sorrow 


into Joy; and notwithſtanding all the De- 


Vvices of Satan, haſt cauſed the Goſpel to 
be preached unto all Nations. Had I the 
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1 ae of Men and Angels, had I that 
f miraculous Gitt which deſcended upon 


| the Apoſtles; and made them declare thy 
E 6 wonderful 
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wonderful Works in every Language, 
ſtill my Praiſes would be infinitely. leſs 
than thy infinite Perfections require. 0 
heavenly, ſweet, divine Comforter, enten 
into my Soul and dwell there; that it may 
appear by my Converſation and Courſe of 
Life, that thy Grace doth rule in my 
Heart, and abide with me. But, woe is 
me! thou wilt not enter into a Soul pol- 
tated with Sin; nor ſtay in a Breaſt which 

harbours any Iniquity. But, O adorable 7 
Spirit, who cleanſeſt the Thoughts of the 
Heart, forgive me (I humbly entreat thee) * 
if at any Time I have reſiſted thy bleſſed 
_ Inſpirations, and quenched the holy Flames 
thou haſt ever kindled in my Breaſt ; and 
fo purify my Heart with thy celeſtial 
Grace, ſo burn up in me all the Droſs of 
Sin, mortifying and killing all Vices in me, 
that I may be fit to receive and entertain 
thee as Guide and Comforter. Then 
ſhall Tknow and love thee, and conſtantly 
do the Things that are right, and ſo walk- 
ing by the Influences of thy Grace here, 
] ſhall be fitted for thy Glory hereafter. 


Another to the ſame Effekt. 


O Eternal God | who-didſt beſtow upon * 
thy Apoſtles many excellent Gifts, 
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and at this Time didſt teach the Hearts of | 


thy faithful People, by the ſending to them 
the Light of thy Holy Spirit; grant me 
by the ſame Spirit to have a right Judg- 
ment in all Things,. and evermore to re- 


joice in his holy Comfort, through the 


Merits of Chriſt Jefus, my Saviour, O 
bleſſed Spirit, I blufh and am confounded 
at my great Perverſeneſs and Folly; for 
thou haſt oft times filled my Heart with 
holy Thoughts and Reſolutions which 
have continued with me a few Hours; but 
alas! many whole Days being ſpent in 
Idleneſs, Vanity and Sin, I have caufed thy 
Grace to depart from me ; but return, O 
heavenly Comforter, with thy purifying 
Infiuences, renew a right Spirit within me, 
and fix this unſteady Piety into a regular 


and conſtant Courſe of Virtue and Holi- 


nels, And if my inconſtant Heart ſhould 
ever turn aſide to the Paths- of Death, O 
ſend thy Grace to check my deſjerate 
Speed; ſhew me the dreadful State of im- 
penitent Sinners; ſtrike my regardleſs 
Soul with Terror and Amazement, and 


ſet before my Eyes the beauteous Proſpect 


of a pious Life: O bleſſed Spirit, our only 
Comforter under all our Sorrows, be ever 


an Help to me in the Time of Trou- 
ble; ſubdue my rebcliious Affections, and. 


ſanctify 


86 FESTIVALS and FAS TS. 
ſanctify all the Faculties of my Soul, 
Have Mercy on me, O adorable Holy 
Ghoſt, govern my Life with thy holy 
3 en my Joy in thee ſhall afford 

me greater Delight than all the Pleaſures 
in the World. To thee, O Holy Spirit, 
with the Father, and my dear Saviour, be 
all Honour and Glory in all Churches of 
the Saints, from this Time forth and for 
evermore. Amen, Amen. 


SAINTS DAYS. 
MEDITATION. 


Tow ſhould I bleſs and praiſe God, 


11 who has inſtructed his holy Church 
with the heavenly Doctrine of the Apo- 
ſtles, and has not abandoned me to the 


dim Light of my own Reaſon, but in the 


holy Scriptures has graciouſly revealed 

Whatever 1s neceffary for me to believe and 
practiſe i in order to my eternal Salvation! 
Lord, grant I may with Diligence apply 


myſelf to the reading of thoſe ſacred Vo- 
lumes. Give me Grace to commemorate, 


with all Thankfulneſs, the Heroick Piety 


of the Saints, who ſerved the Lord in 
Hunger and Thirſt, on Racks, and in Tor- 


tures, and Who encounter d Death without 
Fear; 
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Fear; I rejoice in the Happineſs they are 
advanced to. But what ſhall I do, that 


I may partake with them of the Heavenly 
Kingdom? How ſhall I, poor Duſt and 


Aſhes, and laden with the Burden of my 


Sins; how fhall I hope to be numbered 
with the Saints in Glory everlaſting ! And 


yet do not deſpair, Omy Soul, for thouſands 
now in Bliſs and Glory, had once the ſame 


Difficulties to maſter that we have. They 


lived in the fame Valley of Tears, and 
were ſet to ſtrive with the fame unruly 
Paſſions; now the ſame gracious God that 


enabled them to overcome, will ſtrengthen 


us in like Manner. Therefore love your 


own Intereſt, which is no hard Command; 


_ obey your Maker's Voice : Love entirely 


your dear Redeemer, and the Grace of 


God will work all good Works in you, 


The P R A 7 E R. 
PII I. 0 Lord, 5 cure the Blindneſs 


of thy Creatures, who live below in 


the Dark, ſtill ſeeking Reſt; but finding 


none until they ſeek it in thee. O take 
away that Veil that blinds our Eyes, and 
let us ſee that there's a better World than 


this; a happier People than thoſe we 


know, For, how en: is the gion 
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of Heaven, where our Lord reigns in the 
Midſt of his Saints! Look up, my Soul, 
and ſee a glorious Place, incomparably 
beyond the Courts of Kings: O may 1 
tread in the Steps of all thoſe that are 
departed hence in the Faith and Fear of 


God. May I learn of them to be humble 


and meek, to ſubmit like them to the 
Will of Heaven; to govern my Senſes by 
the Rules of Reaſon, and my Reaſon by 
the Dictates of Religion. Through the 
Grace of God, I hope one Day to Todd 
above; mean While I'll join my Voice 
with your Hymns, and fay, Salvation 
to our God, - who ſits on the Throne, 
and to the Lamb that redeem'd us with 
his Blood. .Hallelujab. Amen, 


N recorded of the bleſſed Apoſtles of our Lord, 
that they hazarded their Lives among barbarous 
Nations, fejected the Platteries of the World, and 


ſought the good Fight of Faith, before they were 
called from their-painful Labours on Earth, to a bliſs- 


ful Reſt in Heaven. Rejoice that you have ſo many 

Examples of good Men ſet before your Eyes, ho 
loved their Lord and Maſter Jeſus Chriſt, more than 
all the Friendſhip of the World, nay, than their own 
Lives. Thrice happy you, if in a right Manner you 
celebrate their Feltivals, and follow their bleſſed 
Steps in virtuous and godly Living : Then ſhall you 
alfo come to thoſe unſpeakable Glories which they 
now enjoy, and which are prepared for all, who, like 
them, unfeignedly love God: And what hinders 
but you may attain the ſame Happineſs? They who 
Now reign in Heaven, o once, like you, lived in the 


Valley 
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Valley of Tears, and ſtrove with. the ſame Tempta- 


tions, Be a Follower of them, as they were of 


Chriſt ; be courageous in the Poſſeſſion of the Truths 


of the Goſpel; be content to paſs through Honour 


and Diſhonour, through evil Report as well as good 
Report, for Righteouſneſs Sake, and you ſhall reſt 
with them, For you profeſs the ſame Religion with 
theſe Saints ; you partake of the ſame holy Sacra- 
ments; you are bred in the ſame Apoſtolick Faith 


you are redeemed with the ſame ineſtimable Price; 


God, who enabled them to overcome, will alſo 
frengthen you, God, who knew their Doubts and 
Fears, will guide you through all Dangers, as he did 
his faithful Servants of old: If you perſevere to the 
End, your Soul ſhall depart in Peace, and go up to 
dwell in. Heaven, where you, with the Choir of An- 


gels and glorified Saints, ſhall for ever ſing the Mes- 


cies-of the Lord, The Church of God hath pre- 
ared her ſolemn Offices for each Saint's Day. 
r. Nelſon's Companion for the Feſtivals and Faſts 

of 5 Church of England, and Dr, Stanhope on 
the Epiſtles and Goſpels will give you a ſenfible 


Pleaſure and Delight, if you read them, I ſhall 
only add a Collect for ſuch as are obliged to work 
and labour on Holidays, and cannot reſort to the 


e Aſſemblies of the Saints, 


Collect on any Saint's Dan 


Weſſing, Honour, Glory, and Praiſe, 
be to thee, O F ather of Mercies, for 


having raiſed up holy Men of God, as In- 


ſtruments to convey The Light of the glo- 
rious Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt unto the 


| World, and overcome the Kingdom of 


Darkneſs : Eſpecially I praiſe thy Name 


for 


End dts LL 


for thoſe eminent Graces and Virtues, | 


Faith and Fear, Behold with Pity, Lord, 


the Examples of thy Saints may quicken f 


that I may with a glad and willing Mind!! 
| Imitate their Humility, Self-Denial, Cou- Þ - 
rage in owning the Truth; that I may | + 
leave an Example of Duty and Obedience 
to thoſe that come after me; ſo that at! 
the laſt, with the Saints that are gone! 
before, I may ſing eternal Hallelujahs to 
the Honour of thy Mercy, through Jeſus | 
Chriſt my Saviour. Amen. 


row for Sin, and to bring the Mind into a fit Diſ- 


and Importance. Publick Faſts are enjoined by Au- 
thority, to which you are commanded to pay Obedi- 


no FESTIVALS and FASTS, 


which ſhone forth in the Saint we this 
Day commemorate, [name him] who de-“ 
parted this Life with the Seal of Faith, þÞ* 
and now reigns in Bliſs and Glory, 11 
likewiſe praiſe thee for all other thy Ser-“ 
vants, [here think on any virtuous Relation | 
or Friend] who departed this Life in thy | 


the Dangers to which the Frailty of our J 
Nature is perpetually expoſed; grant that 


me to follow them, as they did Chriſt, 


E: Ye 
5 
ce 
a> £ 8s ILY 


FA STING, a Duty always obſerv'd by holy 
Men of old, was uſed as a Means to expreſs Sor- 


poſition for conſidering any thing of great Moment 
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ence. On ſuch Days of Humiliation, you are to 
Th, BE. mourn | 
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mourn for national Calamities, occaſioned by publick 
'* Sins, and pray for a Removal of them. On private 
* Faſts, you are to confeſs your own Sins, to humble 
your Soul, and admire the Riches of the divine Grace 
and Mercy, which hath ſpared you ſo long: You are 
to accuſe, judge, and condemn yourſelf, that you be 
not judged of the Lord. David, we read, chaſtned 
his Soul with Fa/ting ; and St. Paul kept his Body un- 
der by Faſting, Some of the primitive Chriſtians ab- 
ſtained from Wine and Fleſh, eating uſually Herbs, 
or Pulſe, with Bread, But the Cuſtom of Faſting in 
: theſe Days, is not ſo rigorous, If through bodily In- 

diſpoſition, we cannot abſtain altogether, at leaſt we 
ought to eat ſparingly on Days of Faſting or Abſti- 
nence, and not gratify the Palate by any luxurtous | 
Dainties ; for to feed the Body high, is to teach the 
Soul to rebel againſt God, If Age and Infirmities 
| make Faſting prejudicial to your Health, and hinder 
rather than promote your Devotion; then you may 
- uſe your Liberty; only uſe not your Chriſtian Liberty 
to gratify the Fleſh, To faſt, in a good Senſe, is to 
 Tive always regularly and ſoberly, denying yourſelf 
all vain and ſinful Pleaſures of the World, and daily 
mortifying your fleſhly Luſts. However, you are to 

pay a proper Regard to the Faſts of the Church, and 
to all publick Faſts enjoined by Authority. On thefe 
Days you are to humble your Souls before God, re- 
: fort to the publick Worſhip, and give yourſelves 
unto Prayer, penitential Devotions, and reading of 
the Holy Scriptures. Think and meditate on the 
unſpeakable Goodneſs of God, on the gracious Pro- 
miles of the Goſpel, and the free Offers of Mercy to 
all penitent Sinners; on the bitter Death and Paſſion 
of the Son of God, for you, a miſerable Sinner. 
Humble and abaſe your Soul, conſidering how un- 
Worthy you are of ſo great a Benefit; caſting your 
Eyes down to the Ground, ſay often, God be mer- 
erful to me @ Sinner, In Cafe of hard Labour and 
: Sickneſs, 


1 
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_ Sickneſs, Allowance, I fay, will be made in this!“ 
Duty. And tho? you in the Country are tied down 
to hard Labour, yet you muſt abftain from exceſſive | 
Eating and Drinking. Be exact in looking into the 
State of your Soul; "and, in all Reſpects, ſhew ſuch | 
an Humiliation as is proper for one who is, thro' 
his Sins, in Danger of loſing the F avour of God. 


calls on a Fil. Do, and in te Tims y | 


from Sin and Folly, and work in me Re- 
pentance to Salvation not to be repented 


of. Then ſhall theſe Days of Humiliation 


Lent. 


that I am one 3 thoſe degenerate 


0 God of all Glory, I blu to think 1 : 


Children, whom thou haſt gouriſhed [| 
and brought up, and that have rebelled Þ3 
againſt thee. But, Lord, in Pity to my |? 
'Soul, pardon my baſe Ingratitude, and |? 
lay not to my "Charge my. paſt Tranſ- - 
greſſions. Accept of my. unfeigned Sor- 
row for all my former Sins, and let tjge 
Precious Blood of Chriſt procure my Par- 
don, and ſpeak. for me, ſince I have no- 
thing to ſay for myſelf. Be merciful. too 
this Goful Nation, which has abuſed thy! 
manifold and great Bleſſings. O that 
thy Threatnings may work godly Sor-“ 
row, and an unfeigned Repentance in my 
Breaſt; that my Abſtinence from Food 
may fit and diſpoſe my Heart to abſtain | 


Ev 


IST 


| here 
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here on Earth be followed by Days of 
R:joycing hereafter. in Heaven, where 1 
ſhall never hunger, never thirſt any 
more; but be ſatisfied with all good 
Things at thy Right- Hand, where there 
is Fulneſs of Joy, and Pleaſures for ever- 
more. he ea 


FLEE f 4&0 LE8CT9 


en 


Corrs for the moſt Eminent 
Virtues and Graces of the 


Chriſtian Life. T . 


1 


* 


TFH O' you in the Country are for the moſt Part 


fully employ'd, yet you have ſome ſpare Time, 
which 'you ſhould wiſely and diligently employ to 
the Advantage of your Soul, If you make uſe of 
and learn theſe following Collects, they will ſtore 
your Mind with Variety of good Thoughts ; and 


through God's Bleſſing upon the ſincere and devout 


-Uſe of them, the 'Temper of your Mind may be 
changed, your Heart renewed, your inward Af- 
fections ſanctified. You will every Day improve in 


ſolid Virtue, and, by the Aſſiſtauee of the Holy 


Spirit, you will perſevere to the End, 
| A from a polluted Fountain unwhole- 


X ſome Streams will always flow; fo 
from a ſinful filthy Mind corrupt Imagi- 
nations will be perpetually rifing. Tis 
then of great Moment to. let Virtue keep 
the Poſſeſſion of your Soul, and to let the 
Grace of God rule in your Heart. Satan 
leaves no Stratagem untry'd to gain the 
Affections. If his curſed Suggeſtions pre- 
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Vail, his Work is done. For, he will 
Z hurry the Sinner into all vicious Diſorders; 


: to a better Mind, If earthly, ſenſual, and 
* ſinful Objects inſinuate themſelves into 
the Mind; virtuous, good, and worthy 


ones cannot get Acceſs. Learn heavenly 


Wiſdom then, and pray and ſtrive for Pu- 


2: alluring, draw you off from God. Make 
no Excuſes for neglecting religious Duties; 


2 Leiſure; but certainly no one can want an 
| Prayer every Morning and Evening. Here- 
by you will obtain God's Grace to protect 
and defend you: Hereby you will be en- 
abled to reſiſt the Aſſaults of the Devil. 


The PRAYER. 


44 moſt humbly beſeech thee, and let 
5 thy powerful Grace be ever preſent with 
5 thy weak unworthy Servant. I am not 


that is good. O let thy Spirit aſſiſt my 


feeble Endeavours, do thou aſſiſt me to 
ö overcome 


in which, if he continues long, 'tis with 


great Difficulty, that he is ever reclaimed 


rity of Heart. Let not a wild, impatient 
3 Deſire of ſenſual Pleaſures, though ever ſo 


you cannot, you ſay, at all Times, have 


{| Opportunity of offering up to God a ſhort 


; EAR me, moſt merciful Saviour, I 


; able, of myſelf, to do or think any Thing 


r "xn * - 5238 
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| perſevere in good Works unto the End. 0 
thou True, thou Chief, thou Eternal 


that there may be a Way prepared for 
thee; and that thou mayſt enter in and 


humbly hope my Soul may be ready for 


0 My God, I firmly believe that thou 


thee our frail Nature, and die to be a Sa- 
crifice for Sin; I believe, that the holy 
Scriptures contain all that is neceſſary for 
me to believe and practiſe, in order to my 
eternal Salvation. I believe, that Tor- 


for all who obey not the Goſpel of Chriſt; i 
and that Manſions of everlaſting Glory : 


overcome the Temptations that ſurround 
me, fix my inconſtant Mind, and follow 
me all the Days of my Life, that I may 


Good of immortal Souls, come and puri- 
fy my Heart with thy celeſtial Firs; come, 
and burn up in me all the Droſs of Sin, 


dwell there. For by removing every thing 
that may hinder thy bleſſed Approach, 1 


the Communications of thy Grace, and 
be fitted to receive ſo divine a Gueſt, 


| Amen. 


For £4 1 T: H. 


did make all Things out of nothing; 
that thou, O bleſſed Jeſu, didſt take upon 


ments which ſhall never End are prepared 


Axe 
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? are prepared for the Obedient. Grant, O 
Lord, that I may always dread the fatal 
Doom of impenitent Sinners : and not 
tanke more Pains to avoid the tranſitory E- 
2 vils of this Life, than to avoid thoſe that 
are eternal, Pity, O gracious God, the 
3 Weakneſs of my Faith, Lord I believe, 
4 help thou mine Unbelief. Grant, Lord, 
I may ſo live to thee, that it may appear 
that thou by thy Spirit dwelleſt in me; 
then ſhall I at laſt attain the End of my 
Faith, even the Salvation of my Soul, 
1 through the alone Merits of Jeſus Chriſt. ö 
Annen. | 


| Fir E O P E. 


4 O Thou who art Almighty, and whoſe 
L Power is greater far than the Fury of 
my Enemies, be thou my Houſe of De- 
|: fence, and my Caſtle, When Troubles 
2 compaſs me about, whether I am com- 
forted, or left deſolate ; whether I am 
2 healfhful or ſickly, ſuccoured or abandon- 
ed by the good Things of this Life, grant 
that my Truſt and Confidence may be in 
2} thee, O God. Although the Fields ſhould 
yield no Corn, and the Flocks be cut off 
from the Fold, yet as long as I live I will 
Þ7 Pope in thy 28 0 Grant, bleſſed Lord, 
that 


22 ba i. ati 


„—— S 

* 2 F 2 NN 
VVPPPPPPPPPPPPPGCC¼(C0T0GTTTTTTTTTTT CEO as Fg 
n n n 2 = . 
TT... Re RN 3 TOE SHE IN at: 


98 COLLECTS 


that my Hopes of everlaſting Life may be 
well grounded, and that J may give all! 
Diligence to obtain the eternal Inheritance! 
above. O bleſſed Hope, be thou my chief 
Delight in Life; be thou my Support un- 
der all temporal Loſſes, and my Comfort! 
at the Hour of Death; that when my Sa- 
viour ſhall appear with Power, and great! 
Glory, I may hope to be made like unto 1 
him in his everlaſting Glory. Amen. 


fir CHARITY. 


Dear Jeſu, heavenly Benefactor, who 
didſt love me to that Degree, as to- 
die for me, what ſhall I do to expreſs my! 
Affection to thee? I will ſhew it, deareſt Þ* 
Lord, by doing all Acts of Kindneſs, and Þ * 
Compaſſion to the Afflicted, and by re- 
lieving the Neceſſities of my poor Brethren,, 
who are Members of thy Body. I wil F 
alſo, according to thy Command, forgive! 
mine Enemies, as I deſire to be forgiven; L 
that fo exerciſing myſelf in real Acts of? 
Mercy and Beneficence, I may be a Fol- 
lower of my Redeemer's Steps here on,, 
Earth, and at laſt, thro' his Merits, inherit 
bis everlaſting Kingdom, where Charity by 
leigns in full Perfection; where 'tis the 
conſtant Employment of Saints and An- 
| gels, 


COL Gr 99 
gels, to praiſe and love God, without 
Wearineſs and without End. 


e HUMILITY. 


{NY God, thou art the eternal Source of 
2 all Perfection, and I only a miſerable 
Sinner; nothing but Duſt and Aſhes, 
Polly and Vanity. Alas then, what have 
1 to glory of? My Body, tho' moulded 
by thy Hand, will ſoon become the Food 
of Worms: Moreover, my Soul is, by 
my Folly, polluted with Sin: If I excel 
in Health or Strength, in Comelineſs, or 
KRiches, all is the Effect of thy Bounty. 
O let this Knowledge of myſelf mortify 
all proud and vain Thoughts! Enable me 
to bear the Injuries of wicked Men with 
Patience; and the Reproofs of good Men 
with Thankfulneſs. Let me never inſult 
[2 over the Sins and Frailties of my Fellow- 
2 Chriſtians, but rather compaſſionate their 
; 4 Follies, and try to amend them. Infpire 
me, O Jeſu, with that Humility which 
thou haſt taught by thy Precepts and by 
n thy own Example, that imitating the State 
of thy Humiliation here on Earth, I may 
2 partake of that exalted State thou doſt 
now enjoy at the Right-Hand of God. 
Annen. 
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For the LO VE of GO D. 


Hat ſurpriſing Manifeſtations have! 


I, thy unworthy Creature, received] 

of thy Goodneſs, O Lord! I was created 
after thine own Image, redeemed by the 2 
Sufferings of thy dearly beloved Son, af- Þ* 
ſiſted by thy Holy Spirit; and have had £ 
all the Means of Salvation afforded me.! 
O that I could expreſs thy Excellencies in Þ 


as exalted a Manner as the celeſtial Choirs Þ ] 
of Angels do in their perpetual Conſorts of! 
Praiſe, But tho' I fall ſhort of their Fer- 


vors, yet I will exert my utmoſt Power 2 
to proclaim thy Glories. It ſhall be my]! 
Delight to think on thee ; to love thee Þ* 


With a fervent and unrivalled Paſſion. To * 
thee I dedicate my Thoughts, and Words, 


and Deeds; my only Aim is at thy Ho- 
nour and Glory. I worſhip thee, I glo- 
rify thee, I give Thanks to thee for thy! 
great Glory, for thy great Goodneſs, holy, 4 
holy, holy Lord God a 591115508 


For T. enderneſs of Heart. 1 
Ales Lord, who alone canſt make * 


give Senſe even to ſuch as are paſt feeling; 
ſhew the Power of thy heavenly Grace, in- 
working! 


a hard Heart ſoft and relenting ; and 


1 Fr 
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L working upon my ſtupid and inſenſible 
Heart. Grant me ſuch a Sight of my Sins, 
ſuch Humiliation of Soul, and Brokenneſs 


of Spirit, as may fit and prepare me to. 
partake of thy Mercies, O God, through 
Jeſus Chriſt. Puniſh me not for my paſt 


3 Offences, by leaving me to commit Sin 
with Gicedinefs; but make me watchful 
over my Ways; continually dreading to 


offend thee, that 1 may ſo feel the Guilt 


4 of my Sins here, as to prevent my feeling 
the Puniſhment of them hereafter. 


From Hardneſs of Heart, and Contempt 


= of thy Word, and Commandments, good 
Lora, diliver. me, Deliver me, and all 


3 Chriſtians, for the Sake of Jeſus Chriſt 


my Saviour. Amen. 


Againſt a Pupid Hardneſs of Heart. 


4 O My God, open mine Eyes, that 1 


may ſee and feel my Miſery, that I 


, [ may tadly conſider how fooliſhly I have 


followed the Pleaſures of this Life, and 


yet how cold I have been in the Duties of 


ien Prayer, Praiſe and Meditation. 
Say, Lord, why does not my Fleſh trem- 
ble for fear of thee ? and my very Heart 


. break within me? O may thy bleſſed Spi- 


rit work powerſully upon my Mind and 
7; _ Conſcience, 


— 
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Conſcience, that I may weep bitterly for 


my Tranſgreſſions. Come, thou Purifier 
of our corrupt Nature, as Fire, to con- 


fume my Droſs, and enflame my Heart 


with pious Love. May I no more grieve, 
but obey thy holy Motions ; no longer 
purſue the Ways that lead to eternal 
Death. Then may I hope that thou, O 
my God, who haſt graciouſly promiſed 


not to break the bruiſed Reed, nor quench 


the ſmoaking Flax, wilt have Pity on 


me, and ſhew Compaſſion tb thy ſorrow- 
ful, relenting Servant. Lord, hear my 
Prayers, and let my Cry come unto thee, 


for Chriſt his Saxe. Amen. 


For Sincerity. 


Oord, who filleſt the World with thy 


| Preſence ; and before whoſe Eyes our 


moſt ſecret of Sins are naked and open,, 


and who wilt bring every ſecret Thing 


into Judgment, whether Good or Evil; 


I acknowledge and bewail before thee, 
that my Heart is deceitful above all Things, 


But, O thou, who trieſt the Heart and 


Reins, make me upright and without 


Guile in thy Sight : Search me, O God, 


and try me, and whatever Sin lies un- 


diſcovered in my Soul, help me to {ee it, 


and 
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COLLECTS oz 
and deliver me from it. O may I obey 
from the Heart all thy bleſſed Will; and 
not be content to ſeem religious, but to be 


2 fo in Deed and in Truth; that ſo my 


Praiſe may be, not of Men, but of God. 
So ſhall I always rejoice in a good Conſci- 
ence, and that Peace of God which paſ- 
ſeth all Underſtanding. 


Fer Juſtice. 
O Juſt and Righteous God, who haſt 


commanded me to do Juſtice to all 
Men, let thy Grace cleanſe my Heart and 
Hands from Deceit and Fraud, and make 


me in all my Dealings, do as I would be 


done by, that in Simplicity, and godly Sin- 
cerity, I may have my Converſation in the 
World. I make firm Reſolves this Day, 
that, by the Aſſiſtance of the Holy Spirit, 


1 will no longer heap up Riches unjuſtly, 
but prefer a little honeſtly got, before 
great Revenues without Right. So that 


by keeping Innocency, and taking heed fo 
the Thing that is right, I may have Peace 
with the World, Peace in my own Breaſt, 


and Peace with thee, O juſt God, thro' 


Jeſas Chriſt our Lord. 


4 Her 
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For Grace to employ your Time well. 


Amis ghty God, who haſt created me 

to do Good in the World according 
to my Abilities, give me Grace that I 
may ſpend my Time diligently in the 
Works of my Calling, and wiſely fill up 
my ſpare Hours in Acts of Religion and 
Charity; by inſtructing the Ignorant, con- 
firming the Weak, comforting the Sor- 
rowful, and protecting the helpleſs Inno- 
cent; that it may be my beloved Work 
to promote, with my utmoſt Strength, 


the Happineſs of all Men. Pity, O Lord, 


the eager Lovers of this World, who wea- 


ry their Bodies, and afflict their Minds, to 
gain Honour, Money, or the fading Sa- 
tisfactions of this Life, (all which Things 
paſs away like a Shadow.) O convince me 
that my Happineſs is above ; ſtrengthen 
me, that I may follow thoſe who follow 
Chriſt; fo ſhall I be numbered among the 
. Children of God, and my Lot be among 
the Saints Amen. x 


For Love of our Neighbour. 


0 God, who doſt reckon all the Good | 
— 1 do to my Brethren, as done to thy. | 
elf, grant that I may not give Way to 

groundleſs 
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groundleſs Suſpicions and raſh: Judgments 


concerning my Brother; or bring againſt 
him railing Accuſations to gratify my 
Spleen and Paſſion, in order to hurt him 


in Perſon or Eſtate ; but that I may do 


him all the kind Offices in my Power, re- 


him when he is fick ; and by my Diſ- 


” courſe and Example recover him from the 
| Error of his Way, and by all prudent 


Methods ſhew that his Salvation 1s dear to 


me. O Lord, ſince thou haſt been pleaſed. 
to inſpire my Mind with theſe good Re- 


ſolutions, grant I may be fruitful in all 


good Works, and continue ſo till the Com- 


ing of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


For Reſignation. 


| LL calamities befal us by thy wiſe 
Permiſſion, O God; I do therefore 


humbly ſubmit and acquieſce under thy 
afflicting Hand. I know that Troubles are 


ſent to puniſh me for my Sins, and to im- 


prove my Virtues, My bleſſed Saviour, 


and his Saints who are gone before me, ar- 
rived this Way at the heavenly Feruſalem, 


Iwill not therefore murmur and complain, 


F 5 | Or 


» 


joice at his Proſperity, and comfort him 
when he is in Miſery, reprove him when 
he offends, relieve him when poor, viſit 


16 CO LLE CTS. 
or break out into paſſionate Expreſſions 
againſt others. But ſince I am chaſtiſed 
for my Good, O indulgent Father, thy 
Will be done. Thus will I freely reſign 
up myſelf to thee, and with firm Reſolves 
devote all my Powers to thy Service, that 
by fo doing, I may be reconciled to thee 
my offended God. Take me, I beſeech 
thee, into thy Protection here, till by thy 
gracious Guidance, I be tranſlated from 
this Valley of Tears, to the Joys of thy 

heavenly Kingdom. Out 


For Increaſe of Grace. 


Lord, I am weak, but thou art mighty, | 
and haſt promiſed to give thy holy 
Spirit to them that afk, vouchſafe me thy 
kind Influences, to cleanſe my polluted 
Nature; to comfort me in my Troubles, 
to ſuccour me in Temptations, and to aſ- 
fiſt me in all Parts of my Duty, that I 
may walk in by Fear all my Life long. I 
commit my Soul to thy Keeping, O thou 
that art Faithful as well as Almighty, 


watch over me, that I be not beguiled 


by the Deceitfulneſs of Sin; by my own 
Heart, or by my ghoſtly Enemies; but 
may faſt, watch, and pray, that I enter 
not into Temptation 11 that living 5g 
e 8 ue: 


OU 69 
| Life of Grace here, I may live the Life 
| of Glory hereafter, 


| Boy ada againſt Sin and 7. empta- 


lions. 


W ITH how many Temptations am 
I encompailed, and with how many 
ſpiritual e beſet ? Help me, O 
Lord, or I periſh ; help me, or I am ruin- 
| ed to all Eternity. O be thou pleaſed to 
| reſtrain theſe Aſſaults of my ſpiritual Ene- 
mies, or aſſiſt and bear me up, that they 
| may not prevail againſt me. Make me 
{ diligent in all my Duties, watchful in all 
Temptations, that they may never en- 
tangle me, but rather excite me to a more 
| manful Reſiſtance againſt the World, the 
{ Fleſh, and the Devil; and in all my Con- 
E flicts, enable me to be more than Con- 
| queror; that ſo having fought a good 
Fight, finiſhed my Courſe, and kept the 
Faith, I may have a Crown of Righteouf- 
| neſs, a Crown which fadeth not away, 
| eternal in the Heavens, 


Agoinf Swearing, Lying, and Slandering. 


I Gay O Lord, that J may never uſe 
thy facred Name but on ſolemn Oc- 
2 = <=. galls, 
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caſions, and then with Reverence and 


profound Reſpect ; above all, that I ne- 


ver proſtitute it to confirm a Lye. May 


J abhor the deteſtable Sin of raiſing falſe. 


Reports of my Neighbour, or believing 


them that do, ſuſpending my Judgment 


till I fully know the Matter: That I ren- 


der not Evil for Evil, nor Railing for Rail-. 
ing, but give Place unto Wrath, O con-. 


vince my Adverſaries of their Errors; re- 


ſtrain their Wrath, and turn their Hearts. 
The Son of thy eternal Love was abuſed, 
the Apoſtles had implacable Enemies; 


and can J hope to eſcape? Lord, ſupport 


and defend me under all Slanders, that by 
patient Continuance in Well- doing, I may 
obtain Honour and Glory in the Kingdom 
of Heaven. N 


1/ falſe Things are laid to your Charge. 


Rant, O Lord, that the Injuries and 

2 contumelious Uſage, the Calumnies 
and Cenſures of Men, who ſpeak and think 
ill of me, may bring me to a modeſt and 


lowly Opinion of myſelf ! They ſhew how 
vain a Thing it is to thirſt after the Praiſe 


of Men, ſince Innocence and Goodneſs 
cannot protect from Slander and Reproach: 


I therefore will be obedient to my Saviour 


COLLECTS. 10g: 
by bearing and forgiving Injuries, that 
by paſſing by the Offences of Men, 1 
may obtain Forgiveneſs of my own Sins 
from God : This I beg for Chriſt his 
ON. ͤ 


Againſt Evil Deeds. 


O Juſt and Holy God, I have offended 
— thy divine Majeſty by violating thy- 
| Righteous Laws, [name the Sin.] With- 
out thy Mercy, my Soul and Body are 
eternally undone. I acknowledge my 
| Tranſgrefſions, and am humbled for 
them: See, Lord, my Eyes bathed in 
Tears, and my Heart broken with Con- 
trition, Look on me, Bleſſed Jeſus, 
as thou didſt on thy offending Diſ- 
ciple, What 1s done I cannot recall ; but 
] reſolve, by the Aſſiſtance of thy Grace, 
never more. to relapſe into thoſe Crimes- 
I now repent of. Fool that I was, for 
a ſhort Pleaſure, to forfeit my Inno- 
| cence; my Soul, and the Favour of God! 
Juſtly might thy Vengeance, O Lord, 
| have cut me off, and conſigned me over 
to Eternal Puniſhment, but thy Mercy 
| hath ſpared me. As I am a Monument 
of thy Goodneſs, grant I may be an In- 
ſtrument of thy Praiſe as long as I live: 
2882 Oe 3 
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And this I beg for Jeſus Chriſt his Sake. 


Amen. 
Agai nſt Pride. 


0 King of Glory, who dwelleſt ! in the 
: higheſt Heavens; who reſiſteſt the 
Proud, 1 giveſt Grace to the humble; 
| enable me, O Lord, to imitate the in- 
a comparable Humility of my bleſſed Savi- 
our. Drive from my Heart a ſelf- con- 


ceiited, arrogant, and lofty Temper of 


Mind; ſtrike me with a deep and lively 
Senſe of my Wretchedneſs, by reaſon of 
my Sins; and make me as humble as I 
am wicked. Suffer me not, O God, to 
exalt myſelf above Meaſure, by ruſting 
to my own Righteouſneſs, leſt J fall into 
the Condemnation of the Devil. Let not 
the wicked Spirit of Pride rule in my 
Heart, but mortify in me all vain Thoughts, 
and make me truly thankful to thee for 
the Good I do, and humbled under a 
conſtant Senſe of my own Sin, Miſery, 
and Weakneſs ; that thus debaſing my- 
ſelf here, I may at laſt receive Honour, 
when thou ſhall crown thy humble Ser- 
vants in the Kingdom of Glory, 


Againſt 


* Ann N * ls i n * 


COLLECTS. 111 


0 nſt e * 
O Thou God of infinite Mercy and 


Fiorbearance, who art flow to An- 
ger, patient and hng-ſuffering ; J earneſt- 
ly beg of thee to endue me with Patience 
and Forbearance. Shew me, O Lord, 
that unruly Paſſion is the Effect of Pride 
and Haughtineſs, and the Mark of a weak 
Mind. Enable me, by thy Grace, to put 
off all Anger, Malice, Strife, and put 


on Bowels of Mercy, Kindneſs, forbear = 


ing and forgiving our Neighbour. Help 
me to turn my Anger againſt my un- 
ruly Luſts and Paſſions, then ſhall Peace 
and Sedateneſs of Mind be the bliſsful 
Temper of my Soul on Earth; and theſe, 
through the Merits of Chriſt, ſhall at laſt | 


| advance me to thoſe eternal Regions, 


where 1s not the leaſt Diſturbance or Diſ- 


| N of Spirit. 


For Purity. 


0 Holy and bleſſed Spirit, who haſt 


called us not to Uncleanneſs, but 


unto Holineſs, be graciouſly pleaſed tq 


enter into my Heart, and dwell there; 
and conſecrate my Body into a Temple 
for thyſelf. Thou art a pure Spirit, and 


\ wilt Rot enter into a Soul enſlaved to Sin ; 


kindle 


1172 COLLECTS. 
kindle therefore in my Heart a Love of 
Purity, and burn up all my Luſts. I 
know that the giving Way to vile Af. 
fections will bring Pains and Diſeaſes on 5 
my Body; Shame and Diſhonour on my 0 
Soul; and, at laſt, the Miſeries of a fad ˖ 
Eternity on both. Guide me therefore ; 
with thy holy Inſpirations, that I may 
ſtifle and ſuppreſs all - evil Thoughts and 
Deſires, and not indulge filthy Fancies, 
or uſe obſcene Diſcourſe to offend chaſte 
Ears, or corrupt my Neighbours Morals, 
as knowing that I muſt give a ſtrict Ac- 
count of all ſuch Words at the laſt Day. 
Enable me therefore, O holy Spirit, to 
keep both Body and Soul chaſte and un- 
defiled, that thou mayſt be my Guide, 
the holy Angels my Guardians, and Peace 
of my Mind my Comfort; that thus be- 
ing pure in Heart, 1 may be bleſſed, and 
ore God. 


For ee 


of Thou bountiful Giver of all T hings, 
i» who haſt provided plentifully for me; 
give me Grace to uſe thy Creatures ſober- 
ly and temperately, that 1 may not, like 
brute Beaſts, contrive only how to gra- 
tify my n Appetites; for then will 


: my Spirits be untic for the Fertan 
0 
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of my Duty, my Affections unholy, and 
"= Body healthleſs ; but grant that I 

may uſe thy good Creatures with Mo- 
deration, and Thankfulneſs, to the Re- 
| freſhing of my Body; and fo eat and 
drink here, that I may be thought wor- 


thy to be admitted to the eternal Supper 
af the Lamb hereafter. 


For Heavenly POO IN 
N thee, O Lord, alone, can my Heart 
= find the Reſt and Comfort, which the 
whole World beſide cannot give. But 
unhappy 1 ! the Things of this Life have 
hitherto, poſſeſſed my Thoughts till I 
| have grown cold in my Love to thee, O 
God, and the ſweet raviſhing Pleaſures 
of Religion, which are moſt worthy of 
my Love. How juſtly, O Lord, mighteſt 
thou leave me to inherit my dull unhappy 
Choice, and ſhut me out of that heaven- 
ly Kingdom, which I have neglected for 
the Sake of a preſent fleeting Enjoyment. 
But, O Father of Mercies, forgive the 
paſt Defects of my Love to thee ; ſhew 
me ſo much of the great and glorious 
Things of the other Life, as may deaden 
my Affections to this preſent World, and 
lift them up to the Joys above, where = 


Chriſt litteth at the Right-Hand of God. 
Fer 


r Ders. 


Fur Reſolution, and Conflancy in Well- doing. 
Y Lord and my God, who by the 
Light of thy plorious Goſpel haſt 


ſhewed me the Way to Life and Salva- 


tion ; be pleaſed to give me Courage to 


walk in it, and to own thy precious 


Truths in the Midft of an adulterous and 
ſinful Generation. That. being rooted and 
grounded in Love, J may never prove falſe 
and unfaithful, or grow weary in well 
doing. May I never forget that I am 
bought with no leſs a Price than the pre- 
cious Blood of thy dear Son; how that 


| 1 was early dedicated to thy Service; 
and have had all Helps and Means at- 


forded me of growing in Grace. Lord, 


as thou haſt begun to ſhew Mercy to thy 
| poor Servant, leave me not, nor forſake 
me, but eſtabliſh, ſtrengthen, ſettle me, 


that at laſt I may receive the glorious 
Conſummation of all my Hopes, and the 
bleſſed End of my Faith, the eternal wy 


vation of my Soul. Amen. 


For 2 Re in : Devotion, 


OW vile and ungrateful am I, who 
can think of God's amazing Mer- 


cies without being deeply affected by | 


| them! Deliver me, O Lord, from this 
Hody 
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Body of Sin, and give me a devout, lively, 
and active Spirit in my Devotions, that 
my cold earthly Deſires may riſe up to 
Heaven in Fervours anſwerable to my 
Wants. O touch my Heart with deep 
Contrition, and humble my Soul with 
that godly Fear which becomes thy awful 
. 
If Angels, thoſe bright and excellent 
Spirits, fall down and worſhip before thy 
Throne, hew fit and reaſonable is it, 
that I, finful Duſt and Aſhes, ſhould. 
appear before thee with Reverence and 
godly Fear ? Woe 1s me, that my Heart 
is ſo hard, as not to be broken with the 
Terrors of the Lord. O bleſſed Spirit, 
from whom every good Gift cometh, 


and who didſt in an Inſtant make of a 


imple Fiſherman a zealous Apoſtle, and 
of a perſecuting Paul a choſen Veſſel, to 
preach the Doctrine of Salvation to the 
Gentiles, ſtrike my flinty Heart, that the 
Waters of godly Sorrow may flow forth. 
Then by praying conſtantly and fervently 
to thee here, 1 ſhall hereafter join with 
the bleſſed Angels, who fing eternal 
Hallelujahs to the Lamb for evermore. 
Amen, 1 8 


Tor 
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For Content ment and Patience. 
Rlxhteous art thou, O Lord, and juſt 


ments are like the great Deep, not to be 
fathomed by human Underſtanding. The 
Events of this Life, I know, are ordered 
by thy unerring Providence, I moſt hum. 
bly entreat thee, therefore, to give me 
Wiſdom from above, that I may with 
the moſt entire Reſignation ſubmit to thy 
heavenly Will. If Troubles ſhall be ſent 
me, they will fall, I muſt ſorrowfully 

own, on the Head of a wretched Sinner; 
O grant they may be in Mercy to thy 
poor Servant. Lord, increaſe my Pati- 
ence in Proportion to my Sufferings, that 


I may with unwearied Diligence go on 


doing my Duty, and at laſt obtain the 
Crown prepared for humble, patient Sut- 
ferers, through Chri/t Jeſus. Amen. 


For Pardon after a Relapſe into Sin. 

O Juſt and holy God, how ſhall J pre- 
ſume to appear before thee, againſt 
whom I have ſo greatly and fo daringly 
 Gnned | Wretch that Il am! I have not 


only reſiſted the cleareſt Light and Con- 


viction, but trampled on the richeſt Grace 
and Love, And now I have no Reaſon 


to 


are thy Judgments; but thy Judg- 
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to expect the Pardon I ſue for. Yet, O 
merciful Father, thou haſt promiſed to 
forgive and abundantly pardon, even the 
greateſt Offender, who ſincerely turns to 
thee.” Merciful Saviour! who cameſt 
into the, World to fave loſt Souls, ſhew 
thy Power and thy Pity upon me in this 
woful Condition. To thy Mercy it is 
owing that I am hitherto ee but I 
humbly beg thy Forbearance this Once 
more. O be favourable to thy penitent 
Servant, who turns to thee bewailing his 
Offences with as great Bitterneſs as ever 
he committed them with Delight. Here 
I lie proſtrate before thee, and once more 
renew my Vows of Obedience to honour, 
love, and ſerve thee, my gracious God, 
as long as my Life ſhall laſt : That thy 
Grace may ſtrengthen theſe Reſolutions 
of my Soul, I humbly beg, not for any 
Merit in me, but for the Worthineſs of 
thy Son, and for the Sake of thy own 
tender Mercies in Jeſus Chriſt, Amen, 


Mzp1- 


ta 


oo ex ah N * * 8 * * b a : 
1 
© 
> . xa 4 LEG — 
— * N 8 
| | , I 1 : 
g j 
of 5 
* 
3 * * 
o ” E 


— 


— 


— 


— 7 
71 — 


Mrprrarions and PRAYERS on the 
Four laſt Thins TS, VIZ. Death, 
110 Ls Hearen, 1 Hell, 


Fir 3 Meditation. On Dos TH, 
D EAT H! the very Thought ſtrikes 


me with Horror and Amazement; 

but alas! the firſt temporal Death is no- 
thing, if compared with the ſecond eter- 
nal one, which muſt be the ſad State of 
all who die in their Sins. < 
Did Death, which is the End of al [ 
Things here, put a Period to our Beings, || { 
it would be ſo far from being dreadful to I © 
the Impenitent, that they would rejoice I! 
at it, as being that which would reſcue 
0 
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them from what they  dreadfully fear, 
the ſuffering eternal Puniſhment for their 
grievous Sins and Provocations in this 
Life; but this is the tormenting Thought, 
that Death preſently brings us into a 
State, which ſhall never, never have an 
End; Oh! how terrible muſt this be to 
a Perſon unprepared for this ſurprizing 

Change ! 
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Change! Why then do I ſtrive to add 

Houſe to Houſe, and Field to Field, as 
f 1 were to dwell here for ever! No, 
no, Death will ſoon cloſe my Eyes, and 
| deprive me of every earthly Satisfaction. 
Happy they who ſend their Riches and 
Goods before-hand into the other World, 
in Acts of Piety and Charity; for they 
ſhall receive the Rewards of them in a 
better Life. Have you never ſeen a 
I Neighbour die? Do you not remember 
« | how fad and mournful was the Scene? 
; I Depend upon it, that in a little Time 
. his Caſe will be your own; and you are 
not ſure, but it may be in a Year, a 
f Month ; nay, this very Hour. Was you 
ever viſited with a Fit of IIlneſs? Re- 
1 | member the Thoughts you had upon a 
s, fick Bed? What Reſolutions, what Vows | 
o Jof better Obedience did you then make? 
e | How earneſtly did you pray that God 
je would be pleaſed to grant you a longer 
r, © Continuance upon Earth! How fully 
ir did you purpoſe to correct your Paſſions, 


were ſtrongly inclined ; and which there- 
fore n endangered your Salva- 
tion. O Death, how bitter is the Re- 
membrance of thee,to an impenitent Sin- 
ner! The bitter Agonies of the guilty 


Sinner's 


and ſtrive againſt the Sins to which you 
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Sinner's Mind give him more exquiſite - 
Torments, than the ſevereſt Pains of his 


Diſeaſe; and he feels ſome Tortures of 
Hell even here on Earth: But with the 
godly Perſon it is not ſo. Death may, 
at firſt, look ſomewhat frightful, it be- 


ing a violent Separation of old Friends, 


Soul and Body ; but the good Man hav- 
ing lived piouſly i in Expectation of Death, 
has a delightful Proſpect beyond the 
Grave, even of immortal Life and Glo- 
ry; he looks back with Pleaſure on the 
Dangers he has happily eſcaped, and finds 
bimfelf on a ſudden ſurrounded with new 
unknown Pleaſures and Delights. On 
this Moment, for aught I know, depends 
a happy Eternity: O then may I ſo num- 
ber my Days, as to apply my Heart unto 
Wiſdom ! My Houſe, my Farm, my 
Plantations, have hitherto took off my 


Mind from providing for Death. But 


all theſe Poſſeſſions muſt be left; then 
ſhall I wring my Hands, and lay, © that 
I could live my Life over again, then 
would I count Godlineſs the greateſt 
Gain, and love God's Commandments 
more than Gold, yea than much fine 
Gold, I reſolve therefore, God being 
my Helper, frequently to meditate on 
Death, and to act now, as I {hall 0 


/ 
LD 9 9 2 1 mA — 2A ˙w!. ² . ˙ IT ELSE 


DEATH 12 f 


I had acted, when I come to die. Then 


ſhall J be always prepared; and when 1 
ceaſe to live with Men, I ſhall dwell 
with God, and converſe with Saints and 
Angels 1 in the Kingdom of Heaven. 


The PRAYER. 


Ho y Jeſu ! Lord of Life and Glory, 


who by thy Death haſt overcome 
Death, make me often think on my lat- 


ter End, that when I lie on my Death- 


Bed, I may look back with Comfort on 
a well-ſpent Life, and with an Eye of 
Faith behold a bright Tropen of im- 
mortal Glory before me : That as my. 
Strength decays, my Faith and Hope 
may become more vigorous and ſtrong. 
How is it, Lord, that Men, who live in 
continual Hazard of dying, ſhould yet 


demean themſelves with ſuch careleſs Se- 
curity, as if they were to live for ever? 


Upon one Hour may depend their Hap- 


pineſs, or Miſery to Eternity, and yet 
they ſquander away their Days and Years 
in Folly and Vanity. Towards their latter 
End, all their worldly Purſuits, their 
ö Honours, their Riches, and Pleaſures „will 
appear as a Dream; then will they win 
they had been as careful for the Concerns 
of an immortal State, as for the vain tran— 
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ſitory Concerns of this World. Grant, 
Lord, that I may live in ſuch a epared 
State of Soul, as that I ſhall not be afraid 
to die; that when Death comes, I may 


lift up my Head with Joy, and feel with- 
in me longing Deſires, to be with thee, 


my dear Saviour, with Angels, and glo- | 


rified Saints in thy Father's Kangoo, 
Amen. Amen. 


The Second e On Toba, 


Af we have paſſed throug h the Gates 
of Death, we ſhall be filthy carried 


away to the Regions of departed Spirits, 
there to be reſerved unto the Judgment 
of the great Day. Nor is this All, to 
dwell for a Time in a State of Sepa- 
ration; another Day will quickly come; 
a Day of publick Accounts, and Reſtitu- 
tion of all Things; when the Arch-Angel 
ſhall ſound his Trumpet, and proclaim 

aloud this univerſal Summons, © Ariſe, 
% ye Dead, and come to Judgment ; 
< ariſe, and appear before the Throne 
« of God.” Then ſhall every Soul enter 
again into its proper Body; and be judg- 
ed for the Things done in the Body, 
whether they be good or bad. All Peo- 
ple, high and low, rich and poor, from 


the Days of Adam to the very End 80 
| the 


the World ſhall be gathered together from 
every Corner of the Earth; there all 
muſt ſtand before the Judgment-Seat of 
Chriſt, and wait for their Doom! But, oh! 
with how different Expectations! 

The Juſt ſhall look up with Joy, and 
clad in the Garments of Salvation ſhall 
triumphantly ſing ; Let us rejoice, for 
% now our Redemption draweth nigh : 
© Behold, Chriſt: cometh in the Clouds 
« of Heaven, and his Reward is with 
* him. Come, Lord Jeſu, thou long 
| © Defire of our Hearts ; come quickiy, 
E © thou full Delight of our Souls; come 
| * and ſatisfy us with thy Mercy, that we 
| e may rejoice before thee all the Days of 
- © Eternity,” Look yonder, O ye Righ- 
teous, where he comes, high in Power 
and Majeſty, attended with Thoutands 
of his holy Angels, who ſhall divide his 
n Sheep from the Goats, and place them 
| on his Right-Hand. I behoid, methinks, 
the Righteous riſing with Joy and Exul- 
tation in their Faces, as knowing that the 
| Reward of all their pious Labours draweth 
near. I hear, methinks, the decilive Sen- 
tence of their eternal Happineſs pronoun- 
ced, Come ye bleſſed of my Father, poſſeſs 
the Kingdom prepared for you from the 
Beginning of the World, O the unutter- 
OD 8 2 e 
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able Joys their Souls ſhall feel, when 
| theſe heavenly Words ſhall ſound in their 
3 Ears! Joys, which the Thoughts of Man 
nl cannot conceive; Joys, which the Tongues 
of Angels cannot expreſs ! The Redeem- 
ed of the Lord receive this Sentence with 
tranſporting Thanks and Hallelujahs, and 
will be amazed at the Greatnefs of their 
Salvation, fo far beyond all that they ex- 
pected, or deſerved. Muſt not the See 
of God be exceeding abundant towards 
them in rewarding their poor Services li 
an exceeding and eternal Weight of Glory ! 
Blefſed be the God and Father of our 
Lord Jeſus Chrift, for begetting us again 
to this lively Hope, by the Reſurrection 
of Jeſus Chriſt from the Dead, 
But now I turn my Eyes and fee, me- 
thinks, the Ungodly riſing laſt, ſhaking n 
and trembling at their approaching Doom. 
O with what dejected Eyes, and trembling 
Hearts do they ſtznd, expecting their 
Judge what ſhall they do, when, where- 
ever they look, they behold nothing but 
black Deſpair ? Above, the juſtly offended Þ 
Judge ready to condemn them: Below, 
Hell gaping to devour them. In that 
Day a Book will be opened, and every! 
one's Accuſation read, Mens Conſciences | 
at the ſame Time bearing Witneſs, ang 


AC 
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accuſing them in that fearful Judgment! 
Miſerable and loft Souls! what ſhall they 
do, when the terrible Voice of their 
Judge ſhall ſtrike them ſuddenly down 
to the Bottom of Hell, with, Go, ye 
curſed, into everlaſting Fire, prepared for 
the Devil and his Angels ! Once they 
had a Day of Grace, but they hardened 
their Hearts, and would not hear the 
. Voice of God mercitully calling them 
to Amendment of Life. And now this 
is God's Day, when he ſhall ſpeak in 
Terror, and puniſh ungodly Men for 
their evil Deeds. Then ſhall they ſuffer 


the Vengeance of eternal Fire, and live 


in Torments which will be without In- 
termiflion, without End! O my Soul, 
who art now taught theſe dreadful 
Truths, as Things afar off, know, thou 
ſhall then be preſent, and ſee them with 
thine Eyes, -and be thyſelf concerned. 
Think now, O careleſs Sinner, what you 
would then give, if you had repented in 
Time. Therefore repent and be con- 
verted, that your Sins may be blotted 
out. Watch and pray, that you may 
| die in the Peace of God, and live with 
him to all Eternity. 


G 3. | The 
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The PRAYER. 


O Bleſſed Saviour, thou moſt worthy | 


: Judge eternal, fit and prepare me 
for te It Great Day : Cauſe e me ſo ef- 
fectually to think on it at preſent, as that 
J may not dread its Terrors hereafter; 
but be juſtified by thy Sentence, and 
cleared when I am judged. O that my 
Heart may paſs that true Judgment on 
its State and Condition in this World, 
which thou, O bleſſed Redeemer, wilt 
paſs on it in the other ; and if I find 
my Conſcience condemn me, grant I 
may eſcape that Condemnation by a 

ſpeedy Repentance ; and always live as 
if I heard that Summons in my Ears, 
Ariſe, ye Dead, and come to Judgment 
Quicken me, O Lord, that I may daily 


prepare for this important Time, expect 
it with Hope, meet it with humble Aſ- 
ſurance, and at length, through the Me- 
rits of Jeſus Chriſt, my only Saviour and 
Advocate, I may riſe from this World 


of Miſery, to a Paradiſe of endleſs Bliſs; 


where I Thall live for ever in God's Pre- 7 


ſence, and where I mall Py my God, 
to all Eternity, 


Third | f 
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| Third Meditation, On HEAven. 
FTER good Men ſhall, at the End 
of the World, have been tried, and 


given an Account of. themſelves, beide 


the Judge of Mankind, our Lord and 


| Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, and been found 
yorthy by him to be made eternally hap- 


All ſuch ſhall then accordingly, be 
invited to take Poſſeſſion of the Kingdom 


of Heaven, in thoſe moſt gracious Words, 
Come, ye bleſſed of the Father, inherit the 


Kingdom prepared for you from the Foun- 
dation of the World, Matt. xxv. 34. 


The pious Soul will be ever expreſſing 


its ardent Breathings | after Heaven, in 


the Language of the devout Pſalmiſt, 
© Lord, I have loved the Habitation of 
thy Houſe, and the Place where thine 


= © Honour dwelleth!' O joyful Seat, O 


delightful Palace, of the moſt high Gov. 
O happy Privilege of a bleſſed Frith: 


lity. When ſhall 1 inherit everlaſting 
z Life? That Life, which feels no Sorrow, 


; 9 which languiſhes under no Pain, is ruffled 


with no Paſſion, and lies at the Mercy 


of no Accidents. In Heaven will be 


no furious Enemies to aſſault us, no 
| Temptations to ſeduce us; but we ſhall 
be out of the reach of all Evils, for ever 
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and ever. There we ſhall ſee God Face 


| to Face, and join in Conſort with the 


bleſſed Angels, ſinging the Songs of Sion 
without ceaſing. There alone it is, that 
we find, what will anſwer our tact 


Wishes. If we are pleaſed with Beauty, 


there the Righteous ſhine forth as the 
Sun. If Length of Days be our Heart's 
Defire, there is an immortal Duration, 
for the Juſt ſhall live forever. If mu- 
fical Entertainments delight us, there 
the Angels never ceaſe their melodious 


| Praiſes. If Wiſdom be an Excellence 


you long for, the moſt wiſe God ſhall 


then unlock his T reaſures, and let you 


Into the Knowledge of his own. myſte- 


rious Nature. If Honour and Riches 
are alluring i in your Eyes, be it remem- 
bered, that in the World above, God 
will make his faithful Servants Rulers 
over many Things. If a ſecure Conti- 


nuance of all theſe Bleſſings be our De- 


ſire, we are aſſured that no Part of our 


f eee ſhall ever be taken away, 


Conſider further, O pious Chriſtian, that 
thy Father and Mother, thy Children, 


and Friends, who are as dear to thee as 


thy own Soul, may enjoy the ſame Hap- 
pinels, provided they live ſoberly, righ- 


teouſſy and ar in this preſent World. 
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And this will double thy Joy, becauſe 
you would be as glad for their Sakes, 


as for your own., Think then, what Re- 
Joicings will be in Heaven, where Angels 


and Saints, and all our der Friends that 


have departed hence in the Lord, will 
partake of this Happineſs, and all moſt 
fervently love one another. 

I cannot, either in Words or Thoughts, 
deſcribe the Felicity and Excellence of 


that State, which is prepared for the 
| Faithful in the other World. Gracious 
| -God,- deny me what thou wilt of thig 


Earth, give me but an Inheritance in 
Heaven. O my Soul, is ſuch a glorious 
Kingdom ſet before thee, and wilt thou 


not preſs forward towards ſo glorious a 


Prize ? Is this Heaven prepared -for all 


5 the faithful Servants of Chriſt, and dot 
thou ſtupidly neglect it? Does not ſo 


rich an Inheritance ſtir thee up to make 


| thy Calling fure ? How unworthy art 
| thou of eternal Life, who will not ſtrive 
| to obtain it? O my Soul, tet before thy 


Eyes thoſe bright Patterns of Heavenly- 


mindedneſs which the primitive Saints 
have ſet you. Theſe good Men deſpiſ. d 


the Pleaſures of Senſe, and kept their 
Hearts Intent upon eternal Joys. Theſe 
. were 


* 
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were their Hope, their Delight, and only 
Longings of their Souls. 


The PRAT ER. 


OO, Almighty and moſt merciful Lord 
God, who didſt ſend thy dear Son, 
our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt into the World, 
to be made Man, that by ſhedding of his 
moſt precious Blood upon the Croſs, he 
might atone for the Sins of Mankind, and 
purchaſe eternal Salvation in Heaven for 
us, grant that J may never forfeit that 
ineſtimable Bleſſing by leading a vicious 
and ungodly Life; but may daily endea- 
vour, by the Aſſiſtance of thy holy Spirit, 
to live ſo ſoberly, righteouſly and godly 
in this preſent World, as may ſecure thy 
Favour to me, ſo long as thou ſhalt con- 
tinue me in this mortal State; that fo 
when thou ſhalt pleaſe in thy wiſe and 
good Providence, to put an End to my 
being here, I may be prepared for that 
happy, glorious and immortal One, which 
is above with thee in Heaven, where I may ſÞ 
with thy holy Angels and Saints, fing 
thy Praiſes to all Eternity. Grant this, 
O Heavenly Father, I moſt humbly be- 
ſeech thee, for thy own infinite Com- 
paſſion's Sake, and the infinite Merits of 
my dear Saviour to whom with thee 12 
8 ts hel: 
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the holy Ghoſt, be all Glory and Honour 


for ever $96 j ever. f Amen, 


Fourth Meditation. On HzI IL. 


PH E holy Scriptures aſſure us, that 
the Diſcbegiedt and Rebellious,: the 
Hater of God and Deſpiſers of Goodneſs, 
muſt be turned into Hell. This, O my 
Soul, is the doleful Abode of the Fearful 


and Unbelieving, of the Proud and An- 


ery, Malicious and Revengeful; Qua- 
lities, which render theſe nie 


; Singers fit Company for Devils and re- 


probate Sinners, Here Whoremongers. 
and Adulterers, Drunkards and prophane 8 
Swearers are ſentenced to weeping, Wwatl- 


ing and gnaſhing of Teeth, O could you 


ſee them in the midſt of the Flames; 

could you hear them cry out in the midit 
of their Torments; how would you fear 
to follow them in their Sins? How would 
you ſtrive againſt the Temptations of 


. your ghoſtly Enemies, and try to flee 
from the Wrath to come. The Conſidera- 


tion of what the Righteous enjoy, and 
what themſelves might have enjoyed, had 
it not been their own Fault, is a great 


Addition to their Miſery; that there 
ſhould be a Heaven, which they cannot 
that there ſhould be a God, 


whole 
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whoſe bliſsful Sight they muſt be excluded 
from; that they ſhall | be ſeparated from 


the Company of their bleſſed Saviour, 


from the goodly Fellowſhip of the Pro- 


phets and - Apoſtles, from the noble 


Army of Saints, Martyrs, and Confeſlors ; 

and all the bleſſed Society which help to 
make up the Happineſs of Heaven; what 
a tormenting Thought is this! Moreover, | 
-*tis certain, Sinners will ſuffer in their 


Souls and Bodies. To ſhew their Miſe. 


ries, is more than I am able. The Scrip- 
tures deſcribe the Torments of the Wick- 
ed, by all the Circumſtances of Ghaſtli- 
neſs and Horror; by every Thing that is 
frightful to the Senſes, and terrible to the 
Imagination! Stiling them everlaſting 
Burmngs-; the Worm that never dies ! A 
falling into the Hands of the Living God 


We being caſt into outer Darkneſs, where is 


weeping, wailing, and gnaſhing of Teeth | 
This is ſome Pfrt of the Account which 
the Word of God gives of the Sinners 


Portion in a future State; and how dread- 


ful, how amazing is it! Both Body gg 


Soul, and all the Faculties of them 


ut 4 
becauſe it had a Share in the Sins that 


occaſioned theſe Sorrows. Now, if the 
burning of a _ if the Pains of the 


Stone: 


& «> - » 
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Stone or Cholick, or any other acute 


Diſeaſe, be ſo grievous to be born, as 
we know they are; how terrible muſt it 
be, to be caſt into a Lake of Fire, which 
the Breath of the Lord, as a Stream of 


Brimiſtone, doth kindle. But the moſt a- 


mazing Circumſtance of all, is, that the 
Torments of the Damned will be endleſs 
and unchangeable, without the leaſt Re- 
ſpite or Intermiſſion. They, that is the 


Damned, have no Reſt, ſays St. John, 
Day or Night, but {hall be tormented 


Ever and Ever! For Ever and Ever! 


tis a moſt frightful Conſideration. O 
| dreadful Word, For Ever, when ten 


thouſand Times ten thouſand Ages are 


'paſt and gone, their Miſery will be the 


lame, where their Worm never dieth, and 


tte Fire ſhall never be quenched. Tis 
| Eternity which tinCtures the Sinners 


Doom with the deepeſt Blackneſs; - 
'Tis this. that conſummates e T | 
of Hell, and makes Damnation of all 
Things molt to be dreaded. If this State 
may ſeem dreadful in the Deſcription, how 
much more-dreadful will it be in Reality ? 
I have not repreſented. theſe Torments 


more terrible than what they really re. 


Well may we then cry out, O curſed Sin, 


whoſe ſhort lived Pleaſures, and momen- 


tary 


V 
tary Delights are purchaſed at the dear 
Rate of never-cealing Woes ! In Hell, 
Darkneſs fills both the Place and Minds 
of thoſe that are baniſhed from God's 
Preſence ; Blackneſs of Darkneſs for ever 
fills the Place; Blackneſs of Guilt, Hor- 
_ ror, and Deſpair, 

Oh, ſays. the condemned Sinner, that 
I had not given Way to the Spirit of 
Luſt and Uncleanneſs, of Luxury and 
Wantonneſs, which betrayed me into 
innumerable Miſcarriages in my Life 
Oh, that I had not followed the Dictates 
of Malice and Revenge! Oh! that I had 
never defiled my Lips with prophane 
Swearing, Curling, and Blaſphemy! Oh! 
that I had never been unmerciful or un- 
charitable ! that I had never injured or 
oppreſſed the Poor, but had relieved their 
Neceſſities, and made them Partakers of 
my Abundance ! had I done this, and 
inſtead of purſuing criminal Pleaſures, 
made the Salvation of my Soul my Care 
and Study, I might ( inftead of being 
tormented in theſe Flames) have been in 
yonder bright and glorious Manſions, 
ſinging Praiſes and Hallelujahs among the 
pbleſſed Saints, and with them communi- 
cating in thoſe unſpeakable Pleaſures, 
which are ever to be felt in the . 

an 
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and Enjoyment of God and his Chriſt: 


But from thence I am eternally baniſh- 
As the Tree falls ſo ſhall it lie; and O 
my Soul! how many Thouſands have 


A ſurpriſed in the Midſt of their Sins, 


and hurried away to everlaſting Sorrows ? 
and I, alas! how many Times have I 
finned againſt Heaven ? and yet my God 
hath ſpared me hitherto, according to the 
Multitude of his Mercies. No other Rea- 


ſon can I give, why I am not eternally 


miſerable, but that thou, Lord, art mer- 


ciful. 
When therefore I am next pres to 
commit any Sin, I will ſay to my Soul, 


Ho can 1 do this great Wickedneſs, and 


ſin againſt God, provoking his infinite 
Juſtice and almighty Power to puniſh 


me? O Lord moſt holy! Who can dwell. 


with everlaſting Burnings? O ſweet Jeſus, 
thou moſt worthy Judge eternal, let me 


never fall into the bitter Pains of eternal 
Death |! 


The P RAT E R. 


Eternal and moſt gracious Father, 
who haſt declared in thy holy Word, 


that thou deſireſt not the Death of a gin 


ner, 


736 r 
ner, but that he ſhould rather turn from 
his Sins and be ſaved, and for that End 
haſt encouraged us to come boldly. to 
the Throne of Grace, that we may find 
Mercy in the Time of Need: O do thou 1 
vouchſafe to hear the Prayers and Cries 
of me thy ſinful Creature, who do moſt 
earneſtly implore thy Mercy in the Par- 
don of all my Sins, for the Sake of thy 
dear Son, and my Redeemer, Jeſus Chriſt, 
who ſuffered and died once a moſt bit- 
ter Death upon the Croſs, that we might 
not die and ſuffer cternally. Amen, 
Amen. 
O God, the Father of Heaven, llave 
Mercy upon me a miſerable Sinner, and 
from thy Wrath, and from everlaſting 
Damnation, Good Lord deliver me. 
. . Grant, O God, that Knowing theſe 
Terrors of the Lord, may effectually be 
rſuaded to break off my Sins; for tis 
a fearful Thing to Fall into the Hands 
of the living 604, who 1s a confuming 
Fire to all the Warkers of Iniquity. By 
the Aſſiſtance of thy heavenly Grace, 
1 reſolve this Day, O Lord, and all the 
Days of my Life, to live as becomes 
one that has Eternity in View ; That 
when my periſhing Body ſhall. crumble 
into Duft, my Soul may be received into 
Ad 
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Abraham's Boſom: And that at the 


general Reſurrection in the laſt Day, 


when Soul and Body ſhall be reunited, 
I may be acceptable in thy Sight, through 


the alone Merits and Interceſſion of our 
Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt,” 
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| FF you are deſirous to know how many Sacraments 
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Bleſſed Sacraments. 
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A Chrift hath ordained in his Church; the Anſwer 
is plain: Two only, as generally neceſſary to Salva- 


tion: That is to ſay, Bapiiſin, and the Supper of the 


Of BAPTISM. 


The Sacrament of Baptiſm was inſtituted by our ] 


Saviour in the New Teſtament in the room of Cir- 
cumcifion 3 and it is the appointed Way of entering 
into Covenant with God, of becoming a Member 


of Chriſt, and an Inheritor of the Kingdom of Hea- 

ven. And without being baptized, you have no 
Right to the other Sacrament, of the Lord's Supper, 

But becauſe ſome weak, miſguided Perſons, think 


that Infant-Baptiſm is not true Baptiſm, I ſhall ſhew 


very briefly what Proofs we have for Infant-Bap- W 


tiſm. 
1. All Children are conceived and born in Sin; 
hence ariſes the Neceſſity of their being waſhed in 


the Laver of Regeneration. And of being thereby 


made the Children of Grace, which cannot in an 
ordinary Way be effected, but by Baptiſm. 
2, Our Saviour commanded little Children to be 
brought unto him, and took them up in his Arms, 
and bleſſed them, Moreover they were admitted 
TE | into 
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into the Church of God under the Old Teſtament, 


and ſure they ought not to be put in a worſe Condi- 
tion under the Goſpel, Who then can forbid Wa- 
ter, that they ſhould not be baptized ? 


The Fews admitted into their Church, Children 


as well as Adult Perſons, by Circumciſion. Tho?” by 

Z Reaſon of their tender Age, they could not expreſs 
their Belief of the Law, nor promiſe Obedience 
to it, And therefore, the Apoſtles of our Lord 
and Saviour, who were ſent to make Proſelytes to 
KF Chriſtianity, could not debar Children whom the 


Fews admitted, unleſs our Saviour had expreſsly 


forbidden it. 


Again, the Practice of baptizing Infants appears 


in the Chriſtian Church, from the Uſage of the 
& Apoſtles ; who baptized whole Families; Lydia and 
her Houſhold, As xvi. 15. The Jailor, and all 
bis Houſe, As xvi. 33. And the Houſhold of 
* Stephanas, 1 Cor. i. 16, Now is it at all reaſonable 
to ſuppoſe, that there was no Child, or Infant in 


all theſe Houſholds ? "Beſides, after St. Peter had 


given the following Exhortation to the Fews. Ads ii. 
38. , Repent and be baptized every one of you, in the 
| Name of Feſus Cbriſt, for the Remiſſion of Sins, He 
adds the following very remarkable Words. For 
| the Promiſe is unto you, and to your Children, And 
to put this Matter paſt all Doubt, we know, that 
| to baptize Infants has been the Practice of the Chri- 
ſtian Church in all Places, and in all Ages. And it 


has continued in the Church for above ſeventeen 
hundred Years : So that if Infant Baptiſm be no 


true Baptiſm, there has been no true Church ſince 


our Saviour's Days. 
But it appears from the Word of God, from 
good Reaſon, and from the Judgment and Practice 
of the univerſal Church; that Infants may, and 
ought to be baptized ; that the Church of Chriſt has 
done right in baptizing them ; that our Church _ 
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well in baptizing them; and that in this, as well as 
other Matters, ſhe continues in the true Faith, Doc- 
trine, and Praclice of the Apoſtles. 

It is needleſs, I hope, to anſwer every Ob; ection 


to this Practice. However, I will anſwer the chief 


one, which is drawn from a Miſtake of our Savi- 
our's Words, Mat. xxviii. 12, Go, and teach all 
Nations, baptizing them. Teaching being put before 
baptizing, they think Perſons ought to be taught 
before they are baptized. But the Order of Words 
15 no Rule for the Order of Things. Beſides, ob- 


ſerve, I pray, that what we tranſlate, Teach all Na- 


tions, is, in the Original, Diſciple, or make Diſci- 
ples, as has been fully proved by learned Men. I 
requeſt all who were baptized in their Infancy, to 


5 pray for their miſtaken Brethren, that God would 


pleaſe to bring into the Way of Truth all ſueh as 
have erred, and are deceived ; that as we have but 
one Lord, "and one Faith, ſo we may have but one 
Baptiſm. This is added for the Inſtruction of ſuch 
as live like Heathens without Baptiſm, 


- Of CO NFIRMATION. 


This naturally follows next in Order, and i is in 
purfuance of the great Vow we made at our Bap- 
tiſm. The Practice of Confirmation is as ancient 


| as the Days of the Apoſtles : St. Paul laid his Hands 


on the baptized at Epheſus, and confirmed them, 
Ads xix. 6. Though the Samaritans had been con- 
verted and baptized by Philip the Deacon, they did 
not receive the Holy Ghoſt, till St. Peter and St. 
Fobn had confirmed 1 t viii, 14. Tertullian, 
who lived in the ſecond Century, ſays, that, zbey 
laid on Hands after Baptiſm, to invite the Holy Ghoſt. 


St. Cyprian has theſe Words, Upon thoſe who have 


been baptized in the Church, the Holy Ghoſt is invocated 
end poured out, Prayer being made over Os and 


Hand 
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Hands laid upon the. It is an Apoſtolical Rite, 
and therefore with very good Reaſon practiſed | in the 
Church of England, which has a juſt Veneration for 


al ancient and good Cuſtoms: Moreover Calvin 


commendeth the Uſe of it, and has ſpoken much in 


it's Favour ; ard yet, alas tis too much neglected, 
to the Grief of all good Men. *Tis certainly a great 


Sin to deſpiſe it, or wilfully to neglect it, becauſe it 


conduceth to the Increaſe of Chriſtian Picty, 45 pro- 
curing the Holy Spirit to afliſt us in our Duty. It. 
confutes the Anabaptiſts in their clamouring azainſt 


us for baptizing Children before they come to Years 


us in Caſe of Death; and Confirmation is the ſame 


| Security they pretend to, who defer it till riper 
Fears. If you are a Godfather, be careful to dif- 
charge the Obligation you have entered into; ang 
t 


| tiſm and Confirmation. 


| written in the Book of Life, they being come to 
| Years of Diſcretion, and a fit Capacity of profeſſing 
their Faith: Their Godfathers and Godmothers 
in ought to bring them to the Biſhop, to be confirmed 
p- by him : To the Intent, that in the Preſence of God 
nt and the Congregation, they may renew the ſolemn 


as Promiſe and Vow, that was in their Name, at their 


m, | Baptiſm. Confirmation puts us in Mind how ſhame- 
n- | ful it is to diſhonour the Chriſtian Name, when we 
id have openly in the Church declared our Reſolution 
t. to live and die in the Faith of Chriſt. If all that 
| have been baptized, and could give an Account and 
| Reaſon of their Faith, were then preſented to the 
| Biſhop for Confirmation, and would conſent to the 
Promiſe their Sureties made, and vow thro' God's 
* to perſorm the ſame, this would draw down 


the 
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| of Underſtanding. For we have Baptiſm to ſecure 


i let young Perſons read over often the Office of Bap- 


When therefore Children have been ſolemnly de- 
dicated to God in Baptiſm, and their Names been 


——— ͤu—-—- 


# * 
* * 1 — — —üñͤ—üè 
2 in. ter ne 
— — hb 


_ * * — rs. 


— — ä —— 


. 
*. 
i 
f 
Os 
o 
7 
73. 
i 
- | &t 
0 
II 
«3, 
"EY 
7 
* 
* 
1 
[1 
1 * 
* 
wh 7 
® þ 
; s. 
1 * 
n 
0 1. 
a 
0 
mY - 
8. 
2 * , 
1 * 
I 
11 
* be 
** 
x] 4 
*. 
. 
12 
Fo 
* 94 
* . 
* 
WV i 
Il 
8 
* 
4. 
1. 
iy. 
159 4 
(4 , 


-— > 6 * A 
p 5 — — 
4 3K wo b 
2 . 
" 2 
4 — — 


in a godly and chr 


1 ACR A M E N T. 
the Aſſiſtances of God's holy Spirit, diſpoſe them 
to remember their Creator in the Days of their Youth, 


and enable them 70 2 in Grace, and perſevete 


iſtian Courſe unto their Lives 
End. Ties 


The PRAYER. 


I Beg thy Name, O God, that 1 was 


in my Infancy dedicated to thee in 


Holy Baptiſm ; wherein I was made 4 
Member of Chriſt's Church, and an In- 
heritor of the Kingdom of Heaven. 0 


grant, that I may live as becomes one, 


who is called to a State of Salvation, and 


continue in the ſame to my Life's End, 
But, Lord, Jam unable of myſelf to help 


myſelf; therefore do thou mercifully 


grant me the Aſſiſtance of thy holy Spirit, 
at all Times and in all Places. O may he 


be unto me a Spirit of Holineſs, to cleanſe 


my defiled Nature; a Spirit of Counſel, 
in all Doubts and Dithculties ; of Cou- 


rage, in all Dangers; of Conſtancy, in 
all Troubles, more eſpecially in Times of 
Sickneſs, and in the Hour of Death. I 
humbly beſeech thee that I may. have 


Grace to follow the Example of all thy 
faithful Servants, who walked before 
thee in the Truth of thy holy Word, 


and Godlineſs of Life, that at the laſt 
Day, I with them, and they with me, 


may 
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may attain to the Reſurrection of the 
Juſt, and have eternal Reſt with all the 


Faithful. Grant this, O Father, for Chriſt 
his Sake. Amen. TS 


| Of te LORDs SUPPER. 
ES MEDITATION. 


Ceaſe to wonder that the Devil fo of- 
ten tempts and prevails upon People 


to ſtay away from the holy Sacrament ; 


For he knows of what Avail it is to at- 
tain that Bleſſedneſs, from which through 
Pride and Diſobedience he fell. It may 
juſtly be eſteemed one of the greateſt 
| Bleſſings we Chriſtians enjoy, that we 
have free Leave given us to approach the 
Lord's Table. And we can in nothing 
more ſhew our black Ingratitude, than by 
neglecting to do this in Remembrance of 
our Saviour, Deareſt Jeſus! had not 
thy Mercy interpoſed, we had all been 
| eternally undone ; O how great was thy 
| Love which cauſed thee to ſubmit to the 
| Death of the Croſs for poor Sinners! 
Thou waſt pleaſed to condeſcend to all 
the innocent Infirmities of human Life ; 
and didſt permit thine Enemies, when 
armed with Rage and Fury, to lay their 
lacrilegious Hands upon thee ; and when 
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they had bound thee in a cruel Manner, 
and wickedly reviled thee, thou reviledit Þ 
not again: But further, 0 deareſt Savi- k 
our, thou waſt by wicked Jews pro- 
nounced guilty of Death; and condemned 
by Plate, and being ſtripped naked in 
the Palace, thou didſt ſuffer thy tender 
Fleth to be torn with Scourges: Nor 
did the Malice of the Jews end here: 
They faſtened a Crown of Thorns upon! 
thy bleſſed Head; and then, O immacu- | : 
. late Lamb of God, how like a harmleſs I 
Sheep wert thou led to the Slaughter | ! 
At Golgotba thou didſt hang on the Croſs, r 
thy Hands and Feet were pierced, thy pre- 
cious Blood ſhed in great Abundance; and 
then, O adorable Saviour, thou didit | 
bow thy facred Head, and give up the 
Ghoſt, and die, that we might live for p. 
ever. O may this Love of thine cauſe 
me to love thee. again, with a pure] 
Heart fervently ! may it mortify and kill Þ 
all Vices in me, and diſpoſe me to grow Þ P. 
in Grace, and in the Knowledge of our Þ | 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt! A due Senſe of this Þ 
Love is enough to ſoften and ſubdue the 
hardeſt Heart. O who can think on! 
the Body of our Lord that was wounded 
for our Tranforeddinds, and not have his 


Soul wounded within him? Who can! 
| think 
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think of his pierced Side, without a 
Heart pierced for thoſe Sins which cauſed 
it? Tell me, my Soul, who ever wiſhed i 
Z thee fo much Good ? What have our 
beſt Friends done for us, in Compariſon il 
of this Charity? Our bleſſed Lord ſpeaks 
to us, as well as to the Daughters of 
: Jeruſalem; Weep not for me, but for 
yourſelves; not for my Sufferings in a 
C fruitleſs Compaſſion, but for yourſelves, 
and your Sins, in a hearty Contrition, 
Hie deſires no other Return than our fol- 
lowing his Steps, that we may at laſt ar- 
tive at his Glory, 


Ta RATE R. 
* Merciful and bleſſed Lord, who for 
the more ſolemn Remembrance of thy 
or bitter Death and Paſſion, haſt ordained 
e this holy Sacrament to commemorate thy 
re Sufferings, and to convey to our Souls all 
ill the Benefits thereof: O make me a meet 
»W Þ Partaker of theſe ſacred Myſteries ! To all 
ur Þ thy Favours, O Lord, already beſtowed 
his on thy unworthy Servant, I beg this one 
he more; that thou wouldſt be pleaſed to 
on Þ ſoften my ſtony Heart into a tender Senſe 
ed of thy great Goodneſs and my own 
11s Þ Wretchedneſs, now that I am about to 
an Þ approach thy Altar, that thou mayſt ac- 
nk | H Fs cept 
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cept of me graciouſly for Chriſt his Sake. 


been written on this Subject, yet Numbers of Peo- 


neral Coldneſs, as to all Matters of Religion, in 

| Others, have occaſioned an almoſt Diſuſe of this 
primitive Part of Devotion among us. For, not- 
withſtanding all the gracious Calls and Invitations 
of Chriſt, and his Miniſters, yet there are many, 


and Religion, who have never yet communicated, 


will endeavour, with as much Brevity as the Im- 


of the Sacrament, and the End tor which it was 


O let the Cry of thy Son's Blood ſpeak 
better Things in my Behalf than the 
Blood of Abel: That having my Heart 
ſprinkled from an evil-Conſcience, I may 


draw nigh with a full Aſſurance of Faith, 


and thereby be fulfilled with thy Grace : 


and heavenly BenediCtion, through Jeſus 


Chriſt, Amen. 


The Sacrament of the Lord's Supper being the ö 


higheſt Act of religious Worſhip, and yet ſo gene- 


rally and ſhamefully neglected in country Pariſhes, 
I think it requiſite here to ſhew the Duty of fre. 
quent Communion, anſwer Excuſes for not coming 


to the holy Sacrament, and point out what Pi epata. 
tion is neceſſary. 


Notwithſtanding many excellent Treatiſes have 


ple moſt unthankfully refuſe to come to the Lord's 
Table. Unreaſonable Scruples in ſome, and a ge— 


and ſome. too that carry, an Appearance of Sobriety 
Therefore, that T may leave no one unſatisficd, [ 


portance of the Subject will permit, to ſum' up what 


I have to ſay in the following Particulars. 


1. I ſhall give a plain Account of the Nature 


* 


ordained, 


"hi Shew, 
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2, Shew, that all Chriſtians of riper Years, and 
alſo young Perſons after they have been confirmed 
by the Biſhop, are ſtrictly obliged to communicate. 

3. Anſwer the ſeveral Pleas made by the Igno- 
rant, or the Wicked, for the Neglect of it. 

4. Give Directions how you muſt prepare your- 
ſelf to be a worthy Receiver, RE 

5. What you muſt do if you are really ſtraitened 
for Time, and cannot go through a lorg Examina- 
tion, Ec. b n 

8. What ought to be your Behaviour after you 


have been at the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper. 


1. Concerning the Nature of the bleſſed Sacrament 
and the End for which it was ordained, Know 
then and conſider, that the Lord's Supper is a Me- 
morial, or folema Commemoration of Chriit's 
Death : The Inſtitution of the Lord's Supper, is 
recorded by four of the ſacred Writers, 4/2. St. 
Matthew, St. art, St. Luke, and St. Paul. The 
dum of what they have delivered concerning it, is 
thus fully collected by the Church of England, in 
the Prayer of Conſccration. ** The Lerd Feſwus, the 
* ſame Night in «which be was betrayed, took Bread; 
and when he bad given Thanks he brake it, aud 


gave it to his Diſciples, ſaying „ tare, eat, this is 


© my Body, which is given for you, do this in Remens- 


| © brance of me. Likewiſe aſter Supper he took the 


Cup, and when he bad given Thanks, be gave it 
* to them, ſaying, drink ye all of this, for this is my 


Blood of the New Teſtament, which is ſhed for you, 
| © and for many, for the Reim iſſion of Sins, do this as 


* oft as ye ſhall drink it, in Remembrance of me.” 
From theſe Words of the holy Penmen, it plainly 
appears; that our bleſſed Saviour Jeſus Chriſt being 
immediately to ſuffer Death upon the Croſs, (by 
which Death he was to make a full, perfect, and 
#23 ſufficient 
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ſufficient Sacrifice, Oblation, and Satisfaction for 
the Sins of the whole World,) he did then inſti. 
. tute, and command us (by receiving Bread and 
Wine) te continue a perpetual] Memory of that his 


precious Death until his coming again. 
So that this Inſtitution of our Saviour is as formal 


a Command to do what he then did, as any Words 


can expreſs. 

It is impoſſible for any Law to be more peremp- 
tory and binding, Neither Prayer, nor Preaching, 
nor the Obſervation of the Lord's Day, which al| 
acknowledge to be neceſſary Duties, are more 
plainly required, than take, eat, this is my Body,— 
Dr nk ye all of this, —-Do this in Remembrance of 
me. 

This den is the 6 Command of Jeſus Chriſt, 

the Author of this holy Inſtitution. We call him 
adorable Saviour, Lord and Maſter, which implies 
that he has Power and Authority over us ; but we 
do no leſs than inſult and mock him, if we do not 
look upon ourſelves obliged to do what he com- 
mands. Our Saviour ſaid to the Jews, Why call 
Je _ Lord, Lord, and do not the Things which J 
ſay? *Tis our Duty, therefore, to obey all the 
Commands of Chriſt, of which this is a principal 
one, otherwiſe we are no Chriſtians ; or, which 5 
worſe, diſobedient and difloyal Subject to our Lord 
and Maſter. 

The Chriſtian, therefore, that lives all his Days 
without receiving the Sacrament, ſeems to be no 
more ſenſible of the Want and Benefit of a Re- 
deemer, than a Jet or a Turk; and yet J tremble 


to think, how many Thouſands go out of the 


Wold, without thus owning their Faith in our cru- 
cified Lord. What a baſe and ſhameful Ingratitude 
is this, not to remember the ſtupendous Bleflings 
purchaſed for us by the Death of Chriſt ? 


But 


En 


5 
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But farther, This is not only an expreſs poſitive 
| Command of our Lord and Maſter, of our Friend 
| and Benefactor; but it was his laſt and dying Com- 


mand. St. Paul ſays, in the ſame Night that he 
= Was betrayed, he took Bread and brake it: How 
moving, bow tender and pathetick is this Circum- 
Z ſtance ? The laſt Words of a dying Friend are uſu- 
ally moſt ſtrictly obſerved by us. Now ſince this is 
the Command of our-Mafter, who was juſt going to 
die for us, and we neglect it, we juſtly deſerve to be 
= thrown back into that State of Slavery and Bondage, 
from whence, by his Death, he hath delivered us. 


But this moſt generous Saviour, who laid down 


bis Life for us, deſires nothing in Return, but 
| what is yet for our further Advantage; he deſires us 
not to forfeit that Happineſs which he has purcha- 
> ſed for us by his Death; which brings me to a 
| ſecond Motive to perſuade us to receive the Sa- 
I ctement, | 


The great Danger of neglecting it. 


We are, in this Life, ſurrounded with Variety of 
Temptations, no Condition of Life being free from 


| the Aſſaults of our ſpiritual Enemies; and we have 
| Reaſon to mourn, that ſo many Thouſands are en- 
ſnared by their Attempts, and prevailed upon to fin 
againſt God. Now when we are juſtly humbled at 
| the Sight of our Sins, the beſt Way to obtain a Par- 
don of them, is to repreſent to God the Father our 


daviour's bitter Paſſion ; that tho' not for our own 


| Sake, yet for his Sake and Merits, he would be pro- 


pitious to us miſerable Sinners, 

Look round the World, and ſay, what Thing 
is equal to the Advantage of this gracious Vouch- 
ſefement, 

For in this holy Ordinance our- Baptiſmal Vow 


ls renewed, our Faith ſtrengthened, good Deſires 


H 2 kindled 
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| kindled in our Breaſts, and freſh Supplies of Grace 


are given us. To this was owing the fervent Charity 
of the primitive Chriſtians, their Stedfaſtneſs in the 
Faith, and their Patient enduring all Manner of 
Sufferings. Tis this that will afford you Benefits 
more than you can 8 and greater than 22 
can conceive. 

Set before your Eyes the 400 Example of 


' thoſe, who by flighting and forſaking the Memorial 
of Chriſt's Death, have fallen into damnable Heri- 


fres, denying the Lord that, bought them ; or elſe have 
abandoned themſelves to all Manner of wicked 
Words and Lewdneſs; of which we have too many 
lad Inſtances in the World. On the contrary, if 
we examine the Matter, we ſhall find thoſe Perſons 
to be the moſt devout and rational Chriſtians, and 
the beſt People, who do moſt We commu— 
tiicate. 


55 before: does our —— Church invite 3 
preſs her Members to receive three Times a Year 


at leaſt. In many great Towns in England we have 
Monthly Communions 3 nay, in many e 
every! Lord's Day. 

Phe beſt of Chriſtians are not ſo rooted in Faith 
and Love, but they want conſtant Help and A ſſiſt- 
ance from above. And this is afforded 3 in this 
Holy Sacrament; which if we did devoutly and 
conſtantly attend (as we have Oppertunuy) great 
and ſingular would be the Benefits thereof, 

Another Motive is, the 


Foy and Pleaſure attending this Duty. 


Many humble and devout Receivers find their 
Hearts filled and made glad with holy Joy, and 
Delight, in a due Performance of this heavenly Duty, 
Let che pious Chriſtian, who comes with Humility 
and Devotion to the bleſſed Sacrament, ſay, whether 


he 


* 
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he has not often felt an inward Delight at the Lord's 
Table? Whether Jeſus has not been known to him 


thereat in breaking of Bread? 


Another Argument to perſuade you to frequent 
Communion is, 


The Advantage theref,. 


How is it, that we donot all, like wiſe Merchants, 


| flock. hither where is the greateſt Hope of Gain ? 


Why do we not learn, this Wiſlom from the Poor 
among us, who conſtantly wait where the möoſt 
bountiful Alms are given? Phat is, why do not 
all Sincere Penitents repair to that Ordinance mot. 
diligently, where the greateſt Good may be had 
both for Soul and. Body! . | 

"Had our blefſ:d Saviour to the End that ws yr. nt 
be Partakers of fo great a Bleing, ordained hard 
Services and rigbrous Faſting:s ; h id 58 commanded. 


| us to ſell all our Goods and give to the Poor, to 
| endure ſharp Afflictions, and on this Condition 
only have admitted us to this holy Sacrament; yet 
| all this, and more, we ought moſt joyfully to have 
| underwent, in order to obtaig ſo Selene and ef- 
ſectual a Means of promoting our e Com- 
fort and Happineſs, 


But whereas our gracious Lord will bid us wel- | 
come on the eaſy Conditions of Repentance for our 


| paſt Sins, Faith in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and Refo- 


lutions of future Obedience, how inexculable i is it 


to ſtay away? I am amazed how any, who are 
called Chriſtians, can think themſelves diſpenſed 


with from this holy Ordinance ; and therefore 1 


proceed now to conſider the ſeveral 


Excuſes or Pleas 


| Urged for the Neglect of Receiving the Sacrament of 8 


Chriſt's Bod y and Blood. Indeed n no Pretence what- 
H 4 „Ever 
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ever can juſtify a Chriſtian's Neglect of this Com- 
mand of our Saviour; and it muſt be owned, that 
all thoſe which are uſually — are weak and 


| finful, 


- "The ſeveral Pleas made for the Neglect of 


the Holy Sacrament, are, 


X; Multiplicity of Buſineſs. 
2. A ſinſul Life. 

3. Ignorance, or having Doubts and Scruples. 
4. A hard Heart, not able to relent. 
5. The obſerving that ſome who come are not 


made better. 


6. That frequent Receiving will diminiſh the Re- 
verence due to the Holy Inſtitution. | 

7. The not -bring in ad Charity with all 
Men, 


The firſt Plea or Pretence for the Negle of re- 


ceiving the Holy Sacrament, is Multiplicity of Buſi- 
neſs, This indeed is the moſt common and ge- 
neral Pretence for not coming to the Lord's Supper, 
but it is a very wicked and ſcandalous one: Men 
can find Time enough to follow their worldly Pro- 


fits and Pleaſures, but to enter upon the ſerious 


Buſineſs of theic Souls, they have no Leiſure ; other 
Matters take up all their Time, Our Saviour, to 
encourage us to let ſpiritual Concerns have the firl 


Place in our Thoughts, aſſures us, that if we be 


careful to ſerve God in the Way he prefcribes, he 
will bleſs us in our temporal Concerns ; ſo that to 
be religious is the moſt likely Way to thrive in 


this World. Therefore, beſides the Wickedneſs of 
this Pretence, we fee how falſe it is: But ſuppoſe 
it were true, that to prepare ourſelves for the Sa- 


crament as we ought, would a little incommode us 


in the Management of our temporal Concerns ; 
| ought 


the Communion, in theſe Words: 


SACRAMENT. 153 


| ought we not rather to loſe ſome ſmall Advantages 


here, than to forfeit the Favour of God, and en- 
danger the Welfare of our Souls hereafter? But God 
in Mercy hath ſo ordered the Matter, that our 
worldly Affairs, with a little prudent Forecaſt, may 
be managed, and yet there ſhall be Time enough 
left for the Duties of Religion. 

Moreover, theſe very People, who complain they 
want Time, can find Leiſure for Recreations, for 
Viſits, for idle Diſcourſe, or, what is worſe, for 
Slander and Calumny ; but when our Saviour in- 
vites them to his Table, they have no Time, If 


unneceſſary Buſineſs, or Diverſion, cauſes us to 


neglect the Sacrament, we openly declare to all the 
World, that we love our Bodies better then our 
Souls ; our Friends more than God ; and Earth 


more than Heaven. 


A ſecond Pretence made for the not receiving the 
dacrament is, A bad Life. 

This is fully anſwered in the Exhortailoti befote 
If any Man 
T he I am a grievous Sinner, and therefore am 

© afraid to come, wherefere then do ou not repent 

* and amend ©”. | 

e the Lord's Table is no Place for a Man 
that is wicked, and deſigns to go on in his Wie- 
kedneſs: The Sacrament is a Token of Pardon and 
Reconciliation ; and what has the obſtinate Rebel 
to do with the Favour of his Prince? Chriſt indeed 


came into the World to fave Sinners, but ſuch 


Sinners as do truly and earneſtly repent them of 
their former Sins, and who bring forth Fruits meet 
for Repentance. It is not the humble and return- 
ing, but the obſtinate and perverſe Sinner, that muſt 
keep from the Lord's Table, and he, if he lives 
and lies in his Sins, as certainly as God is true, 
ſhall be excluded from the Kingdom of Heaven. 

H 5 And 
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And whereas ſome excuſe their not coming to the 
Sacrament, on account of their paſt Sins, ſo others 
dare not come for fear of falling into Sin after they 

have received it. 

Anſi. It muſt be owned, that every wilful and 
deliberate Sin, after our Yows made at the Sacra- 
ment, is a great Aggravation of our Guilt, but does 
not render it unpardonable. 
Though it be our bounden Duty, after we have 
been at the Lord's Table, to uſe our utmoſt Care 
to avoid Sin, yet it is not to be expected, that in 
this World of Iniquity, we ſhould live entirely free 
from it. The beſt of Men after receiving the Sacra- 
ment do not live without Sin; in many Things we 

offend all: But the Sacra ment is appointed as a 

Means to ſtrengthen us more and more againſt Sin. 
Should we thereſore be ſo unhappy as to fall into 

Sin at any Time, we muſt humbly implore God's 

Mercy through Chriſt, and have Recourſe to the 

Sacrament, which will in Time enable us to gain 

the Victory over the Fleſh, the World, and the 

p Devil. | 
Let no Diſtruſt therefore of your Dakine keep 
you any longer from the Lord's Table. The ſin- 
. cere acknowledging of your own Unworthinels, 
will be accepted through the Worthinefs of Chriſt 

Jeſus. When you own that you are not worthy to 

gather up the Crumbs under the Lord's Table, he then 
aflures you, that he is the /ame Lord, whoſe Pro- 

perty is always to have Mercy, 

It is a Stratagem of the Devil, to terrify pious 

and: well diſpoſed Minds, and throw Scruples in 

their Way, in order to keep them from the Holy 
-Sacrament,. The Benefits of this holy Ordinance 
certainly are ineſtimable, or the great Enemy Of 
cur Souls would not. take 19 much Pains to keep 
us from it, by lay ing ſo many Scruples and Im- 


<diments in the Way; 3 therefore if you ſhall hear 
a Voice 
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wanting, you may reaſonably hope, that God, will 
| 6 
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a Voice from within, ſaying, Come not to this holy 
Feat, for thou art a Sinner; let Faith anſwer, That 


Chriſt tame not to call the Righteous, but Sinners lo 


Repentance, 


If you are a great Offender, the more Want have- 
you of a Saviour. In ſhort, the Sacrament was not 


appointed for Angels, who are pure and undefiled 
| Beings ; but for Man, who is a frail Creature, ſub- 


Ject continunally to Errors and Miſcarriages. Do 
you endeavour to be as good as you can; and when- 
ever, through Surprize, you have been drawn from 
the Paths of Virtue, repent immediately, and then 
be aſſured, that God will accept of your ſincere En- 
deavours, and forgive your unzvoidable Infirmities, | 
' Nay even your molt deliberate Sins, if you repent of 
them and forſake them in the Name of Jeſus Chriſt. 
A third Pretence againſt receiving, is Ignarauce, 
the not being able to read; or ſome Doubts, which 
make you dread, leaſt you ſhould be unworthy Com- 
municants. Now pray conſider, if you are per- 
fectly ignorant of your Duty, this Tenorance i is high- 
ly blameable, and will be a Bar to your going to 
Heaven, as well as coming to the holy Sacrament. 
If you labour under Doubts and Fears, why do not 
you, as the Church adviſes, repair to your Pariſh 
Miniſter, for his Advice and Direction + . 
If your Eſtate be in Danger, a wiſe and expert 
Lawyer is ſoon conſulted. If you are cit upon a 
Bed of Sickneſs, a Phyſician is ſent for. If therefore 
you have Perplexities of Mind, and will not uſe the 
Means to compoſe them, you are to charge your 
Uneaſineſs upon your own Head. Your {prritual 
Guide is appointed to explain the Nature of this 
bleſſed Sacrament, to inform your Conſcience, to in- 
ſtruct you in the Faith, to direct your doubtful Steps, 


to give you Adviee for your Soul's Health; to which, 


if your own Prayers and ſincere Endeavours ere not 


Lal. 
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| Teſus Chriſt, and the End of it to be a Commemo- 


Covenant with God, which you made at your 
Baptiſm, and the Pardon of your Sins to be hereby | * 
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lead you into the Fay of Salvation. But perhaps 
you are not ſo ignorant as you think yourſelf ; or 
you miſtake the Degrees of Knowledge which are 
required in a worthy Communicant. 5 

If you know the Author of this Ordinance to be 


ration of his Death, the Uſe of it to renew your 


ſealed ; if you conſider that Chriſtians are hereby 


united in the ſtrifteſt Bonds of Love and Charity; 


8 
if you come with an earneſt Deſire to inereaſe daily | \ 
8 


more and more in the Knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt, Þ 
and grow in Grace, and in all Godlineſs of Living, t. 
depend upon it, that God will graciouſly receive e 


me ES 1 bs 
For a fourth Excuſe you ſay thus; I fear my ÞÞ 
Heart is hardened ; I cannot, like Mary Magdalen, v 


weep much, though I have much to be forgiven, ] in 
I anſwer, Though you cannot mourn ſo much hi 
as others may do, and as you yourſelf would wiſh Þ di 


to do, nevertheleſs you may be a true Penitent for I ar 
all this. You grieve that you are grieved no more, fit 


therefore you have not a hard Heart, nor do you ra 
want the Grace of Repentance ; therefore ſhould m 
you come to this Sacrament to increaſe your godly I w. 
Sorrow for Sin, wherein the breaking of the Bread, I Cl 


and the pouring out of the Wine, will put you in ¶ qu 
Remembrance of a bleeding crucified Saviour, and 
will help to ſoften your Heart, and increaſe your of 
godly Sorrow for Sin, 155 | | 
The fifth Excuſe you make for not coming to | gre 
the Sacrament is this: Some of thoſe who come, tue 
do not lead better Lives than they who keep away; I hir 
and therefore what good is there in communicating ? I he: 
Anſiw. How do you know that your Neighbours S0. 
who irequent the Lord's Table have not repented of I in 
% their Nh 
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their paſt Sins, or made firm Reſolves againſt them 


for the Time to come? And ſuppoſe any of theſe 
have unhappily ſtarted aſide, like a broken Bow, 


and fallen into preſumptuous Sins afterwards, yet ſtill 


is their Condition worſe than your's, who profane- 
| ly turn your Back upon the Lord's Table, caſting 
off all Regard to God and Religion? 

| A fixth Pretence againſt frequent receiving is, 
That it will diminiſh the Reverence due to the holy 

| Sacrament. _ £1 ha 


This Odjection is founded upon the Experience 


| Men have, that their Familiarity and intimate Con- 
| verſe with Men and Things in this World, is apt 
to diminiſh their Value and Reſpe& for them; not 
| conſidering that it is quite contrary in ſpiritual 
| Things, the frequent Uſe whereof is the likelieſt 
| Means to encreaſe our Veneration and Reſpect to- 

wards them, The oftner we converſe with God 
in his holy Ordinances, the more we ſhall admire 
his divine Perfections, and the more we ſhall be 


diſpoſed to conform ourſelves to his Likeneſs ; for 


| an Object of infinite Perfection in itſelf, and of in- 
finite Goodneſs to us, will always raife our Admi- 
ration, and heighten our Reſpect and Eſteem, the 
more we contemplate it. I am ſure Experience 
will inform us, that the devouteſt Ages of the 
Church were thoſe wherein the Practice of fre- 


quent Communion moſt prevailed, 


Never was there ſo much Fervour and Strictneſs 
of Piety, as when the Faithful met daily at the 
| Lord's Table. And in the Accounts we have of the 


greateſt Saints, never any one excelled in the Vir- 


tues of the Chriſtian Life, but what diſtinguiſhed 
himſelf by frequently nouriſhing his Soul with this 


heavenly Banquet. Nay I dare appeal to thoſe holy 
Souls who live under a ſtrict Senſe of their Duty 


in this Particular, and embrace all Opportunities 


which the Providence of God offers them to com- 


memorate 
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memorate the ineffable Love of their dying Re- 


deemer ; whether they do not find themſelves more 


determined to be juſt in all their Dealings, and 
Teadier to relieve the Neceſſities of the Poor' ; whe⸗ 


ther their Affections to the World do nat loſe 


Ground, and their Deſires: towards Heaven do not 
grow more intenſe and vigorous ; whether their Paſ- 


ſtons are not more calm, and their Patience and 
Submiſſion to the Will of God more evident and 


conſpicuous; whether they are not ſenſible of leſs 
Fondneſs for Life, leſs Earneſtneſs for Trifles, leſs 
Deſire of Glory, leſs Eagerneſs for Profit, and lefs 


Concern for whatever the World moſt eſteems ? 


7. The laſt Plea you urge againſt receiving the 
Sacrament is, I am not in "Charity with my Neigh- 


| bours, and therefore cannot come to that Ordi- 


nance, which One ſo much of mutual Love and 
Charity. 

The 8 indeed, is a Sacrament of Love, 
being left as a Pledge of our bleſſed Saviour's Love 
to us, and therefore to be received in Love 97; 
Charity, It is true, fo long as you are in a State 
of Hatred, or of an uncharitable Temper, you are 


not fit for mis, or any other religious Duty. 
Whoſe Fault is it, that you are not in Charity with 


your Neighbour? Pray conſider, what Love can 
you have for your Saviour (whatever Reverence you 
pretend for his Sacrament) who laid down his Lise 
for your Sake, when you will not give up all 
hard and uncharitable Thoughts againft your Bre- 
thren at bis Requeſt ? Shall Chriſt die to recon- 
cile you to bis Father, and will not you be re- 
conciled to your Neighbour, for whom Chrit 
died, as well as for your? It is amazing, that you 


make” your Guilt a Pretence for not performing 


religious Duties. Aſſure yourtelt, that as long as 
you are reſolved to hate your Brother, you can 


ave. no Advantage from Chriſt's Blood, who out 
ct 
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| of the Riches of his Love and Charity died for Man- 
kind, even while they were Sinners. If your Bro- 
| ther, who has offended you, refuſes to be reconciled, 
that is not your Fault, the Crime of Uncharitable- 
| neſs lies then at his Boot; but do you preſerve 

| your charitable Temper and approach the holy 
| Table, 


The Love ox Chriſt, one would think, ſhould 


| ſubdue the Enmity of our Natures towards each 
| ether, that Pride, the Cauſe of almoſt all Quarrels; 
| that Bitterneſs of Spirit, that Rancour and Revenge 
which too much prevail every where. Our Ha- 


tred, our Reſentments, our Revenge, ſhould be 


| turned againſt our Sins, What a happy World 
would this be, if the whole Body of Chriſtians did 


frequently meet together in perfect Love and Cha- 


rity, at the holy Communion? All Mankind muſt 
needs love one another, if they did often meet at 
this holy Table, they could not, they dared not, 


entertain any Hatred or Malice i in their Breaſt, one 


againſt another. 


This Conſideration will, J hope, make you as 
ſolicitous as may be, for a ſpeedy Reconciliation 
with your Neighbour ; and you will not look upon 
that any longer as a Plea to keep you from the. 


Lord's Table. 


Theſe are ſome of the common Excuſes for the 
Neglect of this Duty, But Oh! let theſe and all 
other Obſtacles be removed out of the Way, and no 
longer neglect coming to this holy Table; neglect 
not your own Salvation, when it may be fo eaſily 


obtained. It is a certain Sign we bave no great Senſe 
of the Benefit of a Saviour, hen we forget him 


Days, nay, even Months and Years without Num- 


ber. We ſhould be ſo far from neglecting this Or- 


dinance, that we ſhould heartily thank God for 
every Opportunity he offers us, of thus ſhewing 


forth his Death, and our grateful. Remembrance of 


it, 
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it. Metiinks we ſhould long with holy David (Who 


ſaw but the Shadow of theſe Bleſſings) to be ſatis. 
fied with the good Things of God's Houſe, and to 
compaſs his Altar; and ſhould cry out with him, 
O when ſhall I come and appear before thee ® My Soul 
longeth, yea, even faineth for the Courts of the Lord, 
and my Fleſhcrieth for the living God! Had we there. 
fore but a juſt Eſteem of Things, we ſhould ac. 
count it the greateſt Unhappineſs in the World 
to be debarred of this Privilege, which yet we do 
deliberately and frequently refufe to partake of. 
I now come to ſhew what Preparation is necef- 
ſary, before you receive the bleſſed Sacrament. 
Now a holy Life, a daily walking before God 
in his holy Ways; the being faithful and diligent 
in your honeſt Calling; the exerciſing yourſelf un- 
to Godlineſs, and keeping a Conſcience void of Of- 
| fence towards God, and towards Man, is the beſt 
Preparation, It is certain, that the Primitive Chri- 
ſtians, being moſtly of the poorer Sort, and obliged 
to get their Bread by the Sweat of their Brow, 
and yet receiving the Sacrament very often, ſome- 
times every Day, could not employ much Time 
by way of Preparation. Much depends upon the 
habitual Temper and Diſpoſition of the Mind, and 
the conſtant Exerciſe of true Devotion: Likewiſe, 
the Capacity and Leiſure of each Perſon muſt be 
confidered in fixing the Portion of Time, to be 
employed in actual and particular Preparation, A 
good Chriftian, who fets the Lord always before 
him, cannot need much Time to aſſure himſelf 
that he comes with due Diſpoſitions. On the con- 


trary, thoſe who have forgotten God Days with- 


out Number, require more Time, and ought to un- 


dergo a ſtricter Examination, to fee if their Repen- 
| tance be ſincere, But the great Matter to be at- 


tended to, is the general Tenor of our Lives, in 
which, if there be but an Evenneſs and Regularity 
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in well doing, if there be but an honeſt and good 


Heart, a Man may go forth to his Work, and to his 


Labour, on Saturday, and be a good Communicant 
on Sunday Morning. To love our Lord Feſus Chriſt 


in Sincer ity, and to keep his Commandments, to ceaſe 


| to do Evil, to learn to do well ; to refrain the Tongue 


from Evil, and the Lips that" they ſpeak no Guile, to 
ſeek Peace, and enſue it; to follow the Works of 


our Calling with Induſtry, and to provide for our 
Family with Honeſty, to truſt in God's Providence, 


and be content with our Condition: In ſhort, to 
live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly in this preſent 
Morld, that is the true Preparation; and he that thus 


| communicates, will never be rejected of God, or 


deſerve to be condemned by Men, I ſpeak nat this 
to diſcourage thoſe extraordinary Exerciſes, which 


| fome good Chriftians chuſe to go through before 
| they receive the Holy Sacrament : My View is to 


diſtinguiſh what is really effential, from what is 
only circumſtantial ; and to make Chriſtians com- 
prehend, that an involuntary Omiſſion of certain 
religious Exerciſes, of which God has preſcribed 


| neither the Number, nor the Seaſon, nor the 


Length, cannot exempt us from complying, when 
otherwiſe we may, with a Duty, which is abſolutely 
commanded to Chriſtians of all Conditions, 


The Firſt COLLECT, to be uſed Morn- 
ing and Evening all the Week before the. 


Sacrament. 


Thank thee, O Lord, that thou haſt 
wrought in me a Deſire to approach 
thy holy Table; mercitully grant that I 
may ſo partake of thoſe holy Myſteries, 
that my Soul may be nouriſhed with 
HE all 


e 


all Goodneſs; and that I may evermore 


my Saviour, whilſt Jam muſing, let the 


Temptations of the World, the Fleſh, 


quench it; but that being enlivened and 
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ing of Cod in Chriſt, Jeſus. Inflame my 


more immediate Preſence of the Great 


A den God, by whoſe Bounty and 


1 3 
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dwell in Chriſt, and Chriſt in me. O 
give me ſuch a Senſe of thy unſpeak- 
able Goodneſs to poor, miſerable, ſinful 
Worms, that I may rejoice in the Lord, 
and evermore ſerve and delight in God 


OD © MPtmty, ys 


Fire of my Devotion kindle in the brigh- 
teſt Flames of Love and Admiration, at 
that Mercy of thine, which is greater ſc; 


ko 
— 


than the Heaven, ND. above all Bleſſing Þ & 


and Praiſe. Increaſe i in me ſuch a Senſe 
of this and all thy Mercies, that all the 


and the Devil, may never be able to 


quickened thereby, 1 may preſs towards; 
the Mark, for * Prize of the high Cal. 


cold Heart with holy Ardors, that 1 may 
be touched with godly Sorrow in the 


udge of Heaven and Earth : Subdue 


my worldly Affections, that I may wor-! 
 thily praiſe thee here, and to all Eter- 1 
1 


The Second COLLECT. 


Goodneſs, I have now, an Oppor- 
tunity 
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tmunity offered me of approaching thy 
Table, and of pleading before thee, the 
- Þ prevailing Merits of the Death and Paſ- 
fon of thy Son Jeſus Chriſt : Aſſiſt me, 
0 Lord, with thy holy Spirit, in the 
| great Duty and Service I am about to 
perform; and though my many and great 
| Sins render me unworthy of drawing 
near to this heavenly Feaſt, yet, O mer- 
ciful God, let the precious Blood of my 
ever bleſſed Saviour cleanſe me from all 
my Sins; forgive all the evil Thoughts 
of my Heart, my idle and raſh Words, 
my wicked and ungodiy Deeds; and give 
me thy heavenly Grace, whereby I may 
be enabled for the future to ſerve thee 
in Holyneſs and Righteouſneſs all the Days 
BY my Life; that fo living in thy Fear, 
II may die in thy Favour; and at laſt be 
numbered among the Saints of God W 


he Glory everlaſting, through Ju Chriſt 
our Lord. Amen. 


The Third COLLECT. 


1 Will not preſume to come to thy Table, 

O merciful Lord, truſting in my ow 
Righteouſneſs; but in thy manifold and 
great Mercies; fit me, O Lord, by an 
and hearty Gratitude towards my Saviour, 
or-fby a fincere Love of my Brethren, by 
uty dsep 
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deep Contrition for my Sins, and by a 
fincere Reſolution of a better Courſe of 
Life, to approach thine Altar, Accept 
of the Expiation which thy Son hath 
made of all my Tranſgrefſions, by the 
Sacrifice of himſelf, as of a Lamb with. 
out Spot or Blemiſh. Let the Remem- 
brance of my Sins, and of his bitter Suf- 
ferings for them, pierce my very Heart, 
and engage me for ever to love and 
ſerve him who laid down his Life for 
D 5 
Cleanſe me, O Lord, from all Filtbi- 
neſs of Fleſh and Spirit, that I may be 
za meet Gueſt for thy holy Table, and 
a real Partaker of thoſe Benefits, which 
are repreſented in the Sacrament of Chriſt's 
Body and Blood. Strengthen, O Lord, 
all good Reſolutions in me; enable me 
by thy Grace faithfully to perform the 
Conditions of that Covenant which I 
made in Baptiſm, and now intend to re- 
new in the Holy Sacrament, by dedica- 
ting myſelf entirely, and for ever, to the 
Service of my bleſſed Redeemer, 95 
hath loved me, and waſhed me from my 
Sinus in his own Blood. To him be 
all Honour and Glory, Thankſgiving 
and Praiſe, Love and Obedience, for ever. 
Amen. 75 25355 
This 
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This Week apply yourſelf to meditate on diving 
Subjects, and ſtir up all the Faculties of your Soul, 
ſo as to perform this high Duty, in a devout and 
acceptable Manner, 

The Uſe of the following Ejaculations will tend 


to keep your Mind in a devout Frame, 


ORD what is Man, that thou art 
mindful of him ; or the Son of Man, 
that thou regardeſt him? 
Deliver my Soul, O Lord, from lying 
Lips : and from a deceitful Tongue. 
Make me a clean Heart, O God, and 
renew a right Spirit within me. 
Caſt me not away from thy Preſence, 
and take not thy Holy Spirit from me, 
Let the Words of my Mouth, and the 
Meditations of my Heart, be now, and 
evermore, acceptable in thy Sight, O 
Lord, my Strength and my Redeemer, 


Vour converſing daily with the World will be 
too apt to abate your Zeal for Religion, if you do 
not keep alive the heavenly Flame, by Prayer, 
Reading, and Meditation, The Noiſe and Hurry 
of the World is apt to diſcompoſe and unfit the Mind 
for the Duties of Religion, So that the Man of 
Buſineſs, who has any ſerious Thoughts of another 
World, ought more eſpecially to lay hold on all 
Opportunities to read the holy Scriptures, to pray 
and meditate, which may ſecure him againſt thoſe 
Dangers he daily converſes with, and which may 
fortify him againſt thoſe watchful Enemies that lie 
in wait to deſtroy him, For as they who have 

Leiſure 
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| Leiſure, ought frequently to receive the holy Com. 
munion, as the beſt Improvement of their Time; . 
fo they that are engaged in many worldly Affairs, W . 
ought to come often to the Sacrament, and learn 
how to ſanClify their Employments, It is your | 
Duty, indeed, to provide for yourſelf and FamiizW 
by Induſtry and Labour; but this muſt not take 
up all the Vigour of your Mind, You have a higher e 
and a more noble Part to take care of, I mean e 
your immortal Soul (worth more than the whole , 
World.) | al 
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Upon Friday before the Holy Communron, | 6 
Conſider, O Man, whoever thou art that ſinneſt 4 
againſt God, that thou can'ſt not hope for Pardon i 2 
without Repentance : Therefore, on this Day cal I 
- thyſelf to Account, examine your Ways by the © 
Rule of God's Commandments, and ſearch after i A 
every ungodly Deed, condemning yourſelf for your . 
paſt Tranſgreffions ; and imploring the Mercy ef 
your heavenly Father through his well-beloved Son. I 
Nothing can be of greater Uſe, than for Men 7 
in this State of Danger and Infirmity, frequently to the 
call'themſelves to a ſtrict Account, comparing their 
Actions with the Laws of God; if this Duty offi the 
Self- Examination was duly performed, the Seeds of ver 
Vice could not take ſuch deep Root in the Heart. 
But many, who get their Bread by the Sweat of 
their Brows, who are Servants, and cannot com- 
mand their own Time, complain they have not an 
Opportunity for this Examination: Here then, I 
muſt add a Word to the Maſters themſelves. II 
need not tell them, that every Maſter of a Family 
_ muſt be in ſome Meaſure anſwerable for the reli- 
gious Behaviour of his Family : He is to watch 
over and inſtruct, and admoniſh, and reprove his 
Children and Servants: He is to worſhip God 
wich them in his Family, and to allow and re- 
5 quire 
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quire them to worſhip God in ſecret by themſelves, 


and in the publick Congregation, and particularly 
at the Lord's Table. But if covetous Maſters will 
not allow their Servants Time for religious Duties, 
this Examination may be performed the Sunday be- 
fore; or by riſing a little ſooner, or only a little 


liter lying down to reſt, he may redeem Time 


enough from his Sleep to enlarge his Devotions, to 


| examine the State of his Soul, and by the Exerciſe 


of Repentance and Thankfulneſs, Faith, Hope, 
and Charity, prepare himſelf in the beſt Manner 


for a worthy Approach to the Lord's Table, Be- 


ſides, in the Fields, or at the Plough, or working 


at a Trade, Men may reflect on their Lives paſt, | 
and offer up devout Ejaculations: But Want of 


Time is generally a frivolous Pretence ; for they 


can find Leiſure for Idleneſs, for reading ill Books, 
and profane Ballads, Ec, which corrupt the Mind, 


and render it averſe to all holy Duties. 
Therefore make no Excuſes, but be humbled 


and ſorrowful, that you have not conſidered theſe 
Things ſooner : Beg of God, who alone ſearches 


the Heart, and tries the Reins, to diſcover to you 
all the Evils and Deceits of your own Heart, and 
then judge your/elves bere, that you be not condemned 
bereafter, + 5 5 


THE 


6168) 


e THE | 

OR, 1 

| a 

Humble Supplication for thoſeſÞ* 

d 

Virtues and Graces which Re- 
ſpect our Duty to Almighty 


God, our Neighbours, or Our-ſ7 
ſelves, 


nd 


1774 N 


86 0 D the Father of Heaven: 
Have Mercy pon me, a miſerable Sinner 


O od the Son, Redeemer of Mankind De 
the Author and Finiſher of our Faith: u. 

Have Mercy upon me, a miſerable Sinner in 
on 


O God the Holy Ghoſt, the Sanctifie 
Comforter, and Perfecter of the Faithful 
who alone can'ſt guide and aſſiſt mel 
my Duty, Fr 
Have Mercy pon me, a miſerable S. e 
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O God, who preſerveſt me every Mo- 
ment of my Life, from ſad Accidents. 
and Dangers ; who haſt redeemed me by 
the Death of thy Son, and ſanctifieſt me 
by the Grace of thy Holy Spirit ; who 
| haſt afforded me all the neceſſary Means 
and Helps to Salvation, and haſt prepared 

„Ia glorious Inheritance for me in the King- 
dom of Heaven: | 


Have Mercy upon me a miſerable Sinner, 


Jo be preſerved from ſiuning againſt God. 
From. Infidelity, and Diſtruſt of thy 
Mercy, O God; from murmuring at thy 
ealings with me; from being impatient 


under thy afflicting Hand, and diſobe- 
ent. to thy juit Commands : 


| Good Lord deliver me. 
ner 

From indulging evil Thoughts and 
indpeſires; from bad Company and Di- 


\: Purſe; from taking thy ſacred Name in 


ner ain; from miſpending the Lord's Day; 
rom Coldneſs, Wanderings, and Indevo- 
Gerſon in thy Prayers: 


hful + 
© 


Gd Lord deliver zue. 


From putting off my Repentance from 
inne * to Day; from reſiſting the good 
1 Motions 
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Motions of thy Holy Spirit; from tamely 
hearing others blaſpheme, or any ways 
| diſhonour thy holy Name: 


Good Lerd deliver me, 


From dedpairing of thy Merey, or 
preſuming groundleſſy on thy Goodnels, 
going on in a Courſe of Sin, or fearing 
Man more than thee, O God ; from want 
of Zeal in thy Service, and Cowardice in 
not ſtanding up for thee againſt Evil- 
Doers: 


Good Lird deliver me, 


From Neglect of reading the holy 
Scriptures, in order to learn my Duty ; 
from being careleſs and remiſs to practiſe 
what I hear or read; from abſenting my- 
ſelf from the Lord's Table, or coming 
without a due Preparation of Soul, or 
neglecting to keep the Promiſes and Vows 
1 made at thy Altar : 


Good Lord deliver me, 


To be preſerved from finning again} Jour 
Neighbour. EN 


From diſhonouring my Parents; from 
being refractory and difobedient to the 
lawful Commands of our Governors in 

| Church 


SACRAMENT 77 
Church and State; from being unfaith- 
ful in what is committed to my Truſt; 


from drawing Men into Intemperance or 


other Vices, which may bring upon them 


| Diſeaſes or Death : 


Good Lord deliver me, 


Nom Fraud and Oppreſſion; from 
Theft, Treachery, or Lying; from Rail- 
ing nd Slander ; from dons Hurt in any 


kind to my Neighbour : 8 
Good Lord deliver me. 


From Malice and Revenge; from ill 


Withes and Curſes ; from bearing falſe 


Witneſs to the Hurt, and coveting my 


Neighbour's Goods : 
Good Lord deliver 1 me. 


From n to thoſe who have 


done me Good; from Uncharitableneſs to 
the Poor; from drawing others into Sin 
by my Example or Perſuaſion; from flat- 


tering them in their Faults, 124 not re- 


proving them for their Faults, when I 
have Opportunity, or Authority ſo to do, 


when they do amiſs : 
Cod oy deliver me. 


I 2 : To 
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To be preſerved from fnning again nfl 
„ eue, 

From being puffed up with a high 
Conceit of myſelf on Account of the 
Goods, either of Nature or Grace; from 
being lifted up with Pride, or vain Con- 
ceits of my own Holineſs; or being in- 
temperately fond of the vain Applauſe of 
the World : or committing Sin to avoid 


F a 4 «© — 8333 


Reproach from evil Men: b 
Good Lord deliver me. | pi 
to 


From Anger ind Revenge ; from an ſy 
immoderate Defire of Riches or ſenſual Im 
Pleaſures ; from Diſcontent in my preſent ha 

Condition, and envying the Proſperity m. 
of others: TI 
Good Lord Aber me. Jan 


From miſpending my precious Time 
in Rioting and Drunkenneſs, in ſenſual 
Pleaſure or Idlenefs; from Laſciviouſ- 
neſs, Luſt, and Fornication ; from un- 
chaſte Songs and filthy Diſcourſe, and 
from idle and lewd Companions : | 


Good Lord deliver me, 


From a Neglect of reſiſting Tempta- 


tions; from not amending my Life ac- 
cording 
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| | cording to God's Holy Word; from not 
being careful often to examine the State 
Jof my Soul; from not growing in Grace, 
and preſſing forward towards the Prize 
\ | of our high Calling: 
- Good Lord deliver me. 


fl P rITIONS for GRACES. 


d I a miſerable Sinner do beſeech thee to 
I bear me, O Lord God; and that it may 
e. pleaſe thee to give me hearty Repentance 
tor all the Errors of my Life paſt ; to 
n {work in me a fincere Reſolution to a- 
al mend my Life for the Time to come; to 
nt have Compaſſion on the Infirmities of 
ty [my frail Nature; and in all Dangers, 
Trials, and Temptations, to ſtrengthen 
ne. and relieve me: 
= J beſeech thee to hear me, good Lord. 
aal That I may avoid the Sins I have com- 
ul-Fmitted heretofore, and perform the Du- 
in- ies I have neglected, that I may keep 
ndIy Vows and Reſolutions of Amend- 


nent; or if I unhappily ſtart aſide, and 
nie. fall into Sin, that I may immediately re- 
Pover, and through thy Grace finally 
ta- eat down Satan under my Feet: 


ac- Ferant, O good Lord. 
ling 
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That it may pleaſe thee to give me 


ſuch a lively Faith in Chriſt Jeſus; ſuch 
a Belief of thy Word; and ſuch a Truſt 
in thy Mercy, as may produce in me a 


conſtant Obedience to thy holy Will and 


Commands : 


Grant, O good Lord 


That I may remember and reflect up- 
on my Saviour's Sufferings, with the 
higheſt Thankfulneſs and Love; and that 
I may in ſome meaſure be fit to meet 
him at his holy Table, who, by his pre- 
cious Death upon the Croſs, did make a 
full Satisfaction for the Sins of the whole 


; Grant, O good Lord. 


Grant, that as this Bleſſed Feaſt was 
deſigned to increaſe Love and Charity 


among Chriſtians, I may according to 
my Ability relieve the Poor and Diſtreſ- 


ſed ; forgive my Enemies, render Good 
for Evil, and endeavour, as much as 1n 


me lies, to promote the temporal and 
eternal Welfare of all Men: 


I beſeech thee to hear me, good Lord 
Tha 
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That it may pleaſe thee to have Mercy 
upon all Jews, Turks, Infidels, and He- 


the to take from them all Ignorance, 


Hardneſs of Heart, and Contempt of 
thy Word ; and enlighten the Eyes of 

all that fit in Darkneſs, and the Shadow 
of Death, and fetch all wandering Souls 
home to thy Flock, that there may be 
Joy both in Heaven and upon Farth: 


| I beſeech thee to hear me, good Lord. 


That it may pleaſe thee to defend and 

rovide for the fatherleſs Children and 
ide and to have Pity on all that 
are afflicted or diſtreſſed in Mind, Body, 
or Eſtate; giving them Wiſdom to make 
a ſpiritual Advantage of what thy Hand 
hath laid upon them : 


1 beſeech thee to hear me, good Lord, 


7 That it may pleaſe thee to give me 


true Humility, the Ornament of a meek 
and quiet Spirit; a Contempt of the 
World ; a Love of Heaven, and heavenly 


Things 


Grant, 0 good Lord. 


Fhat I may be endued with a spirit 
of Tempewenes and Sobriety, that I may 
14 uſe 
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uſe thy good Creatures to thoſe Ends for 
dick they were deſigned; and not, like 
Eſau, prefer a Morfel of Bread before 
thy Bleſſing: That I may hunger and 


thirſt after Righteouſneſs, and 5 8 
it Meat and Drink, to do yy Will, 


5 God: 


G 2 0 good Lord. 


That I may carefully abſtain from all 
Appearance of Evil ; have Grace to own 
my Saviour Chriſt and his Religion, in 
the midſt of a ſinful Generation; and by 
a a ſober, righteous and godly Life, to 

adorn my Chriſtian Profeſſion : 


Grant, O good Lord. 


That I may ſtrive manfully againſt 
the Fleſh, the World, and the Devil; 
and preſerve my Soul and Body in Ho- 
lineſs; and have a Love of thy Honour 
and Glory, above all the Riches, Ho- 
nours, and Pleaſures of the World. 


I beſeech thee to hear me, good Lord. 


That under all the Afflictions of this 
Life, which thou ſendeſt either as a Pu- 
niſhment for my Sins, or for the Trial of 
my Faith, whether they be Poverty, Sick- 


nels, 


, oe OBS 


. 
neſs, Reproach, or Slander, I may pa- 
dent ſubmit to thy divine Will: 


Grant, O good Lord. 


That my Heart may not be inclined 


to any evil Thing, but that I may reſiſt. 


every wicked Inclination, when it firſt 
ariſes, and not conſent unto it ; and that 


my Soul and Body may be pure and 


clean, and a fit Habitation for oy. holy 
spirit: 


Since by my Words I ſhall be juſtified, 
and by my Words I ſhall be condemned, 
that no profane Swearing nor Curſing ; 
no obſcene Words that may corrupt the 
Mind; no angry or injurious Expreſſions, 
ma) p: oceed out of my Mouth: 


Grant, O good Lord. 


Honour and Glory, that I may perform 
„the Duties of divine Worſhip with De- 
votton and Fervour, that I may with 
Diligence perform my honeſt Labour, 
0 Juſtice, love Mercy, and walk bum- 
f bly before thee: © 


: 1 Grant, O good Lord. 


: Grant, 2 good Lord. 


That all my Actions may tend to thy 
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That it may pleaſe thee to give us true 
Repentance, before we are overtaken by 
thy judgments; to turn to thee with our 
whole Hearts, with all Lowlineſs and 
Meekneſs: And do thou of thy gracious 
Goodneſs, ſo make haſte to help us in 
this World, that we may ever live with 
thee in the World to come: 


T beſeech thee to hear me, good Lord. 


That I may diligently and faithfully 
inſtruct all thoſe whom thy Providence 
has committed to my Care [name Chil. 
dren and Servants] that I may uſe my 
| beſt Endeavours, the Lord being my 
Helper, to fave the Souls of thoſe for 
whom Chriſt died ; that by thy tender 
| Mercies in Chriſt Jeſus, I with them, 
and they with me, may be numbered 
among thy Saints in Glory everlaſting : 


Grant, O good Lord, 


That I may with Honeſty and Dili- 
gence perform the Duties of that Station 
thy Providence hath placed me in, and 
' ever follow the good Motions of thy 
holy Spirit ; reſiſting the Temptations of 
the World, the Fleſh and the Devil, lay- 

Es Fe . ing 
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ing aſide every Weight, and the Sin, that 
ſo eaſily beſet me : 

Grant, 0 good Lord. 


O Lamb of God, that takeſt away the 
Sins of the World, | 
Grant me thy Peace. 


O Lamb of God, that takeſt away the 
Sins of the World, 
Have Mercy upon me. 


O Lord ſend r me Help from thy holy 
And « ever more mightily 4 food me, 


O Lord fave thy Servant : 
Who putteth his Truft in thee. 


HERE, and to whom can I flee 
for Succour, and Pardon, but to 
thee, O Lord, who art merciful, long- 
ſuffering, and abundant in Goodnefs, 
keeping Mercy for thouſands, and par- 
doning Iniquity and Sin ; vouchfafe there- 


fore, O gracious God, for thy Name's 
fake, for thy dear Son's ſake, whom 
thou haſt ſet forth as a Propitiation for 
the Sins of the whole World, to look 
upon me with an Eye of Pity and Com- 


1 6 päaſſion, 
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paſſion, and Slot out as a thick Cloud my 
Tranſgre/jions, and as a Claud my Sins; be 
merciful to my Unrighteouſneſs, and my Sins 
and Iniquities remember thou no more : 


Lead me to that Repentance unto Salva- 


tion not to be repented of, which may 
bear ſome Proportion to the Greatneſs of 
my Offences. O gracious Lord, pity, 
cleanſe, and forgive me, for thy Mercies 
Sake. | 0 
Accept, in thy abundant Compaſſion, 
my unfeigned Sorrow for all my Sins paſt; 
and grant that I may never ſo preſume on 
thy Favour, as to deſpiſe the Riches of 
thy Goodneſs ; but that thy Forbearance 


and Long: ſuffering may lead me to Re- 


pentance and Newneſs of Life, through 
Jeſus Chriſt, O Lord. "Py 


1 AM orieved, O my God, Fam grieved 
1 that ever I ſhould fin againſt thee; that 
I, the Work of thy Hands, ſhould fin 


againſt thee, my Maker, my Father, 


and my judge; that 1 ſhould have ſin- 
ned againſt thee, O bleſſed Jeſus, whom 
thou haſt redeemed with thy moſt preci- 
ons Blood: that I ſhould have defiled 


the Temple of thy holy Spirit, and fin ſo m 
 erievoully againſt him who ſanctified me: Jt 


For this, O merciful God, do I grieve and 


mourn, 


Oy a2: la © : ten” db. ts 
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mourn, and am till grieved, becauſe I 
can grieve no more. 

O that my Head were Waters, and my 
Eyes a Fountain of Tears, that 1 might 
weep bitterly for my Tranſereflions | O 
Lord, ſoften by thy Grace, and break this 
hard Heart of mine : For thou only canſt 
do it, and melt it into Tears of Contrition. 
But, alas ! all the Tears I can ſhed, can- 
not waſh away even one of my Sins; how 
much leſs then: my great and preſumptu- 
ous ones? No, 'tis thy Blood alone can 
do it. Thus, Herne inſtead of my 
own Tears, accept, O heavenly Father, 
of the Blood o he own well-beloved 
Son ; and for his Sake be merciful Unto 
me. Auen. 


0 That 1 had died before my Soul was 
drawn aſide from the Paths of Vir- 
tue]! But, O my God, though I cannot 
come * thee as an innocent Perſon, 
yet, if my Heart deceives me not, I come 
among the Penitents. O bleſſed Spirit 
of Grace, repair my Weakneſſes, ſubdue 
my evil Inclinations, confirm my Repen- 
tance, enliven my Gratitude, dwell in 
my Heart by Faith, enlarge my Hopes, 
increaſe my Charity : Accept my humble 
and ſincere, tho' impertect and unworthy 

Ser- 
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Service; make Interceſſion for me, and 
ſeal me unto the Day of Redemption. 0 
let me continue thine for ever, and daily 
increaſe in all holy Graces more and more, 
until I come to thine everlaſting King- 
dom, through Jeſus Chriſt our bleſſed 
Lord and Saviour, 

Shall I continue in Sin that Grace may 
abound ? God forbid : I refolve O Lord 
(by the Grace of thy holy Spirit) to take 
heed unto my Ways, and to love thee, 
above all the Pleaſures and Intereſts of 
this Life; and becauſe Iam weak of my- 
ſelf and frail, be pleaſed, O Lord, to con- 
firm and ſtrengthen me in theſe good 
Purpoſes. I do here this Day in thy Pre- 
ſence and before the holy Angels, who 
rejoice at the Converſion of a Sinner, 
firmly reſolve never to fall again into the 
Sins I now repent of. | 
Lord, I no longer beg for the Enjoy. 

ments of this World; neither Power, nor 

_ - Honours, nor Riches, nor Pleaſures 
No, my God, diſpoſe of theſe fading 

Treaſures, where and to whom thou 
pleaſeſt. Give me Pardon and Mercy. 
Return unto thy Reſt, O my Soul, for the 

Lord hath redeemed thee. Hearken to 

thy bleſſed Saviour {| eaking thoſe com- 
: tortable Words! ! My Son be of good 2 7 7 
thy 
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thy Sins are forgiven thee. And now, 


behold, my drooping Soul revives, and 


breaks forth into Hymns and Pain and 


Hallclujahs, for a Mercy I could not hope 


for, becauſe I could not deſerve ; for 
which and all his other Mercies, praiſe 
the Lord, O my Soul, and all that is 


within me praiſe his holy Name. 

Let this happy Day, O my God, be 
noted in thy Book ; and here, upon my 
bended Knees, I humbly pray that I may. 
live and die in theſe Reſolutions, 


| Lord, hear my Prayer, and let my Cry 


come unto thee, Amen. 


On Saturday, add this to your Morning or 


Evening Prayer. 


LON down, O Lord, with thy 


wonted Mercy, and heal the An- 
guiſh of my troubled Breaſt : I tremble 
to think on my own Folly and Madnefs, 


when I conſider how treacherouſly I Ko 
betrayed my own Soul, and hearkened to 


the Temptations of the World, the Fleſh, 
and the Devil, and have thereby drawn 

down Ruin on my own Head, unleſs thy 
unſpeakable Mercy prevent it. What (hall 
I fay unto thee, O thon that art the Judge 


of all the World ? If I look up to Heaven, 


and conſider the Majeſty of the great, . 
Þ EPO and 
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and holy God; and from thence turn 
my Eyes downwards on myſelf, and take 
a View of my own Vileneſs, I am horri- 
bly afraid. And yet thou kindly inviteſt 
returning Sinners to come to thy holy Ta- 
ble; if 1 refuſe that gracious Invitation, I 
forlake my own Mercy and Happineſs; 
but if I come unworthily, I ſhall be pu- 
niſhed for bringing a polluted Heart to fo 
pure and heavenly a Feaſt. What ſhall 
Ido, ſince Dangers threaten me on both 
Sides? I will fly to thee, O my God; 
and that when I approach thy Altar, it 

may be profitable to my Salvation, give 
me, I beſcech thee, a due Senſe of the 
Greatneſs of the heavenly Myſtery, and 
the Excellence of thy Mercy contained 
in it; and then fill my Soul with pure 
Affections, with earneſt Longings, with 
_ godly Sorr ow, with firm Reſolutions, 
with profound Reverence, and ardent De- 
votion; that my Heart may be a clean 
Habitation for my Saviour, ſuch as he 
will not diſdain; and that I may go. to 
this divine Feaſt, with ſuch holy and de- 
vout Affections, that thou, O my deareſt 
Saviour, mayſt bid me welcome at thy 
Table, and the Food I receive may nou- 


riſh and preſerve my Body and Soul to 


i Life eternal. Amen. 
Sacra: 
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| Sacrament-Day. 
Riſe early; ; and prepare yourfelf lowly and reve- 


rently to meet your bleſſed Saviour at his holy Ta- 


ble. Think on the ineſtimable Benefits you are 
going to receive, with the greateſt Joy, and Grati- 


| tude, Baniſh from your Heart all vain Thoughts 


and Cares of this Life: Repeat the Ejacuſations, and 


| your uſual Morning Devotion, as in the Week; to 
which you may add the Litany, and fill up the Time 


with reading the Scriptures, the //hole Duty of Man, 


or ſome other good Book, 


Then aſk yourſelf, in the Preſence of God, whe- 
ther you do indeed ſtedfaltly purpoſe to lead a new 
Life; without which 'tis the higheſt Preſumption to 


approach the Table of the Lord, and reſolve for 


the future through the Aſſiſtance of divine Grace, 


to lead a ſober, righteous and godly Life, as you 


value the F avour of God, and Four eternal Happi- 
neſs, 5 


A Prayer on - the Morning you communi- 


cate, which may ve added to Jour other 
Deveti ons, 


0 Almighty and eternal God, the Au- 
thor of Pardon and Grace, of Life 


and Salvation, have Pity upon me, after 
thy great Goodneſs, and according to the 
Multitude of thy Mercies, do away mine 


Offences. O my God, who delighteſt 


not in the Death of a Sinner, and whoſe 


Mercy is greater than my Sins, let me 


not perith in my Folly, zor be conſumed , 


in thy heavy Diſpleaſure. O gracious and 


loving 
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nitence. Lord, 1 believe, belp t 


loving Redeemer, to whom I am now 


approaching with hearty Defires and earn- 


eſt Longings after thy Grace, in thine a- 
bundant Compaſſion, accept, I moſt hum- 
bly beſeech thee, of my unfeigned Sor. 


ro for all my paſt Offences ; the Remem- 
.brance of which is grievous unto me, a 
the Burthen of them is intolerable. 


merciful Lord, who didſt caſt a 5 
vourable Eye upon Mary Magdalen's 


Tears, the bitter Weeping of Peter, and 


the humble Prayers of the poor Publican, 
accept of this my Humiliation ; confirm 
my Reſolutions, and ſeal my Pardon, 


Lord, I repent, pardon thou my Impe- 
. mine 

Unbeliep. WS 
Lord, my Heart's Defire i is folemnly 


to renew the ſacred Vow and Profeſſion 


made at my Baptiſm, to renounce the 


Vanities of "his. wicked World, all the 


ſinful Luſts of the Fleſh, and the Sug- 
geſtions of the Devil. And it is my ſted- 
faſt Purpoſe, thy Grace enabling me, to 


Honour and obey thee, walking hence- 
forth before thee, in Holineſs and Righte- 
ouſneſs, all the Days of my Life, through 


Owe” Chriſt, our Lord. Amen. 


I mi- 
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1 miſerable Sinner am unworthy, even 
f the common Bleſſings of Life; yet, 
O God of all Grace, thou art pleaſed to 
permit me, nay, even to invite me to 
tread thy Courts, to come to. thy holy 
Table, and to feaſt on Angels Food. O 
fill my Heart with Thoughts of Grati- 
tude and Love! for here I may renew 
that Covenant, which I have ſo often 
broken; I may get Strength againſt my 
Sins, and be enabled 79 erucifh the Fleſh, 
with its Affections and Luſts. O Lord, 
let the Senſe of my Unworthineſs always 
n. produce in my Mind lively and laſting 
” | Acknowledgments of thy infinite Good- 
* neſs, that I may continue to ſhew forth 
chy Praiſe in the ſteady Courſe of a fruit 
ly fl, thankful, and gs Tas Life, through | 
= Jeſus Chriſt, my Lord. Amen, 


7 


Ne After this you may, without Serurh 20 about 
g- whatever Buſineſs your Station in the Family makes 
d. neceſſary, and ſpend fo much Time in Dreſſing, as 
that you may appear neat and clean, though never 
ſo poorly dreſſed. And you need not expoſe your- 
C-W ſelf to the Danger of Sickneſs, or any other Incon- 
e- veniency, by total Abſtinence; but without being 
Ni nice in ſuch Matters, may take ſuch a moderate 
Breakfaſt, as will keep up your Spirits under the 
Leneth and Fervour of your Devotions. 5 

Till the happy Hour of receiving, be upon your 

U- Guard ; Tet no criminal Thought, Word, or Deed, 
be indulged, In order to which, avoid every Thing 
p . that 
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that may indiſpoſe your Mind for Devotion, but be 
very Careful to keep yourſelf in ſuch a heavenly 
Frame of Mind, as may, in ſome meaſure, qualify 
you to meet your Saviour, . 
he ſure you be at Church before Prayers. begin. 

very intent upon each Part of thoſe grave, ra- 
tional, and affecting Prayers, which are then offer- 
ed up to Almighty God, 


x Sermon, . 
In hearing God's Word, apply the general Ad- 
monitions, and Exhortations, and Reproofs to thy 
own Soul, , „ 
When the Sermon is ended, endeavour to com- 
poſe your Thoughts, and raiſe your Affections to 
a devout Attendance on the ſucceeding Sacramental 
Service; let not the Thoughts of this World in- 
terrupt you in the ſacred Ordinance, Let God's 
unſpeakable Goodneſs to poor, miſerable, ſinful 
Worms, inflame your cold Heart with holy Love, 
Confider how chaſte thoſe Perfons ſhould be, who 
approach the Altar of the God of Purity; conſider 
how clean thoſe Hands ſhould be, which preſume to 
take and eat of the Bread of Heaven: How hea- 
venly that Soul, which aſpires to an Union with the 
Lord Feſus. 7 | 


O Lord help me to approach theſe holy 
_— Myſteries with Fear and Reverence, 
deep Humility and ardent Devotion: 
With an Heart full of Faith and Love; 
ſenſible of thy infinite Goodneſs in ſend- 
ing thy Son to die for me; and of his 


inexpreſſible Love in Undertaking and 


Accom- 
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Accompliſhing the great Work of W $ 
Redemption. Amen. 


When you go to the Altar, meekly tneeli Ng 
upon your Knees, ſay, 


A Slit me, O Lord, with thy Holy 
Spirit in the Performance of this 
e Duty. O touch my Heart with 
ſuch an Awe of thy Preſence, as may fix 
my wandering Thoughts, compoſe my 
unruly Paſſions, and raife in my Breaſt 
ſuch longing Defices of being made con- 
formable to thy holy Will and Pleaſure, 
as may transform me into thy divine 
Image, and fix me to continue thy 
faithful Servant, all the remaining Days 
of my Life ; raiſe up my cold Deſires, 
that I may feel the Power, and taſte the 
Sweetneſs of this heavenly Feaſt. 
O may the Senſe of my Saviour's Suf- 
ferings enflame my Soul with Gratitude 
towards him, and powerfully incline my 
Heart, to bewail and abhor thoſe Sins 
which occafion'd his Sorrows. == 
I come, Lord, to offer thee the Sa- 
ifice of Praiſe and Thankſgiving ; to 
love and adore thee, the God of my 
Life. For Thou art worthy, O Lord, 
to receive Glory, and Honour, and Pow- 


i for thou bath created all Things, 


and 
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and for th) y Pleaſure wa are and were 
created. 


Where will you find any Form of Devotion more 
compleat, rational, and affecting, than the whole 
Communion Service ? It carries along with it, ſo 
much of the primitive Simplicity, Gravity, and Pie. 
ty, that it cannot well be excelled. 

The Sentences which begin the Service are Per. 
ſuaſives to Charity, which is eſpecially to be ſhewn 
at this Time, when we remember the infinite Good- 
neſs of our Saviour towards us; who from the 
Throne of Glory, where Angels adore him, de- 
ſcended on this Earth, and ſubmitted to die upon 
the Croſs, only to fave us from the bottomleſs Pit, 
and open the Gates of Heaven to all Believers. 
Theſe Oblations are to relieve poor helple; 
Children, defolate Widows, and other diſtreſſed 
Objects. But if you are Poor, and cannot give as 

you would, take Notice that the Alms collected at 
the Sacrament, are Matter not of Neceflity, but of 
Free Gift, and every one is to- give only according 
co his Ability, and as God hath enabled him. Th: 
poor Widow's two Mites were preferred to the richeſt 

Offerings of the Wealthy, And he that has no- 
thing at all to give, is invited freely to partake 
77 the ſpiritual Bleflings without Money and withou 
Price. 

Be very attentive, and make a ſhort Meditation 
1 7 each Sentence, 


6; When you make your O fring. 

AL L I have comes from thy Bounty, 
þ O Lord, and to thy holy Name be; 
the Glory. Bleſſed Jeſu, as thou did 


dae the poor Widow's Mite, be pleaſed 
| graciouſly 


0 
ing 
Thi 
neſt 
no- 
ake 


bout 


tion 


graciouſly to ackept this Offering wu m thy 
unworthy Servant. 


Mile the E Mertens 1s riadingattehd with 8 
Reverence to the Bleſſings which are promiſed to all 
worthy Communicants. | 

Repeat the Confeſſion in the humbleſt Poſture, 
audibly ſaying the Words after the Miniſter, with 
great Sorrow of Heart. Recollect the Sins you 
have been guilty of— their ſeveral Aggravations 
— as ſinning againſt the frequent Admonitions 
of Conſcience perhaps, after repeated Vows, 
and Promiſes of Amendment made to God pri- 
vately, and in this ſacred Place, Sc. For, indeed, 
if the Confeſſion of our Sins be not attended with 
fincere Compunction of Heart, and with real Pur- 
poſe of Reformation, it will be only like ſounding 
Braſs, or a tinkling Cymbal, and will therefore pro- 
fit us nothing. I believe there never was, in an 
human Writings, ſo lively, full and pathetick a Form 
of Confeſſion; and the Sinner muſt be hardened, if 


he is not touched and moved by it. 


Abſolut 1 


Be ſilent, attentive, and in an humble poſture, 
when the Abſolution is pronounced; and earneſtly 
beg of God, that he would be pleaſed to confirm in 
Heaven, what his Miniſter declares on Earth, 


8 entences. | 


When the following Sentences are read, make 
ſome ſhort and devout Reflections on them; as when 


it is ſaid, Come unto me, all ye that labour, &c, | 
ay ſoftly, 


I come 
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1 Come, O bleſſed Jeſus, I come to 

thee: The Weight of my Sins in. 
deed ſinks me down; but, Lord, theſe 
comfortable Words bring Joy to my 
Soul overwhelmed with Grief, Se, 


And ſo on all the reſt. 


| When the Miniſter ſays, Lin up your 7 Wl ts, 
then ſtrive to forget all worldly Things, and ſee 


that you ſpeak Truth, when you anſwer, We . 


them up unto the Lord. 

Let your Heart go along with every Word of the 
Conſecration, fix your Eyes upon the Elements; 
and while the Miniſter orders the Bread and Wine, 
pray after this Manner: 


GE ND thy Holy Spirit, O Lord, into 


our Hearts, to cleanſe and ſanctify 
ns throughout in Soul and Body, that 
together with theſe conſecrated Elements 
of Bread and Wine now offered unto 
thee, we may receive thoſe inward Graces 
and Bleflings they were appointed to 
convey, and be waſhed in that Fountain 
which thou haſt opened for Sin, and for 
Uncleanneßs. 


When you fee the Broad broken, fa y, 


\HOU art, O bleſſed Jeſu ! the true 
living and life-giving Bread which 


came down from Heaven: O may wel 
10 


| 
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ſo eat of this Bread, may we fo partake 


of the Fruits of thy Paſtion, as to live 
for bead i | 


When the Wine i poured at. | 


* HUS, O my Soul, was the moſt pre- 

cious Blood of thy crucified Saviour 

, | poured forth. Had not his Blood been 

© | ſhed, there had been no Remiſfion of 

Sins, Blefled be God, who is Rich in 

| Mercy, for giving us this Covenant of 
i Peace. 


After the Con ſecration. 


0 0 \ Eternal God, grant that the all- ſuf- 
' ficient Merits of my dear Redeemer 

1 may plead effectually for the Pardon of 
te (all my Sins. I adore thee, O bleſſed 
to | Jeſus, who did{t endure the painful 
es Death of the Croſs, to deliver Man- 
to kind from endleſs Miſery therefore, 
55 with all the Powers of my Soul, I love 
for Iand praiſe thee for thele ſtupendous 
Favours. 

O Lamb of God, that take away the 
Sins of the World, have Mercy upon me. 
O Lamb of God, that takeſt away the 

ue ne of the World, grant me thy Peace. 8885 


ch Amen. 
K Whil: 
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W hi le the Miniſter receives in : both K nd; 
| himſelf. 3 
0 Let me receive theſe ſanctified Ele- 
ments of Bread and Wine, with Pu- 
rity and Thankſgiving. Welcome, dear 
Signs of my Saviour's Spiritual Preſence; 
Welcome, ſure Pledges of his Love, and 
my own Happineſs ; O that I was a wor- 
thy Gueſt at this divine Feaſt ! Holy je- 


ſu! ſpeak the Word only, and I ſhall be 


clean; and be meet to receive the conſe- 
crated Elements. 

Although my Heart by) not worthy 
to receive ſo divine a Gueſt; yet thy 
Preſence, Lord, can make it worthy, 
Enter then into my Heart, O bleſſed 
Jeſu, cleanſe it from all Filthineſs of 
Fleſh and Spirit, and dwell therein for 
ever... Amen, Amen, 


Before you receive the C N Bread 
0 Lord, I am not worthy thou ſhouldſt 


enter under my Roof; but, Lord, 


be merciful to me a Sinner. O be gra- 
cious unto, thy Servant, come and abide 


| with me, thou. bleſſed Author and Fi- 
| niſher of our Faith! and powerfully ſup- 


Port me in all Temptations, 


pl 


tl 


Thou | 
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Thou haſt ſaid, He that eateth thy 
Fleſh, and drinketh thy Blood, hath eter - 


nal Life: Behold the —— of the Lord, 
15 it unto me PPh to thy Ward, 


| . At receiving of the Bad *. 


Eat this Bread, my Lord and God, 
in Remembrance of thy wonderful 
Love towards Mankind, and with an en- 
- tie Truſt in the Merits of thy Death. 

ef O Lamb of God, that waſt ſlain for 
- the Sins of the World, have Mercy upon 


me; by thy crucify d Body deliver me 
y from this Body of Death. 


y. Mind here ds (but ſilently) to join with 
F the Miniſter, when he addreſſes you in thoſe pathe- 


tick Words, The hody of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, &c. 
of The Blood f our Lord TFeſus Chr ft &c. 


After receiving the Bread. 


44. A LL Love, all Glory be to thee, O 


ord, who feedeſt me with the Bread 
of Life. 


: Make me a Partaker of the Virtue of : 
47 thy crucified Body. 
prog h Soul and Body. O 
Fi- T offer to thee my Soul and Body. 
make them fit for thy Service. : 


dul VVV Before 
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- Before you receive the Cup... 

Will receive tb Caß of Salvation, and 
call upon the name of the Lord. I will 

ratify my Vows with this Blood of the 
new Covenant, and engage myſelf to be 
eternally thine,” O God | 

Oconfrm, O eſtabliſh.my preſent * 
Reſolutions; let me never again pollute 
this Body and Soul, which thou haft re. 
deemed. Bleſſed is he who gateth and 
drinketh facramentally in thy Kingdom 
of Grace here; he ſhall fit down and 
feaſt with thee in thy Kingdom of Glory 


herea fter. Amen, Amen. 


At the receiving of the Cup, EL; 
O Saviour of the World, who by thy 

precious Blood haſt redeemed me; 
fave me and help me, I humbly beſeecl 
Fee, 0 Lord. 


After the Cup. 


1 OR D, waſh me from my Sins thro! 
that Blood which I here commemo- 
rate; that being delivered from the Ter- 


rors of Guilt and Wrath, I may ſerve 


thee without Fear, in Righteouſneſs and 

Holineſs all the Days of my Life, ac» 
_ cording to the ne of thy Goſpel, 
which 
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which thou haſt inforced by thy holy 
Example, and ſealed by thy meritoricus 
1 Amen. 


A 1 the Blood of Chrift, 81 read 
the. eternal Spirit offered himſe 9 


without Spot to God, purge my Conſcience 
from dead Works to ſerve the living God. 

O Lord, I beſeech thee, deliver my 
Soul ; let me be waſhed and cleanſed-in 
the Blood of the Lamb, which was ſlain 
from the Foundation of the World. 


Bleſing and Honour, Thankſgiving and 
praiſe, be unto thee, O Lord, that thou 
haſt been pleaſed to admit me to theſe 
holy Myſteries ; that thou haſt vouch- 


ſaſed to feed me a Sinner, thy unworthy 
ervant, with the ſpiritual Nourithment 
of the! Body and Blood of thy Son Jeſus 


Chriſt, - 5 8 O Lord, that this holy 


Sacrament may never turn to my Con- 
demnation ; but' that it may be Health 
under my Weakneſſes ; Safety againſt my 
ſpiritual Adverſaries; strength to my holy 
Reſolutions; Comfort under all Calami- 


ties; and procure for me Pardon and 
Forgiveneſs in this Life; Mercy and Fa- 


your at the Day of Judgment; and a ne- 


verfading Crown of Glory in the King- 


dem of Heaven. Amen. 
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108 SACRAMENT. 


1 Have deſerved to drink of the Cup of 
2 Trembling and Aſtoniſnment, and 
thou, Lord, of thy Goodneſs, hath vouch- 1 
ſafed me the Cup of Salvation. O my 
Lord, by what ſtrong and powerful Ties 
haſt thou engaged my Heart this Day to 
imitate thee in thy Graces, in thy Meck- ( 
neſs, in thy Patience, in thy Humility, 
in thy Charity, in thy Contempt of this 
World, and in thy Heavenly-mindedneſ, - 
My Heart is fixed, O God, my Heart i 
fixed ; Twill ſing and give Praiſe. Here, 
at thy Altar, I promiſe Obedience to thy | 
\Laws ; O be thou my Helper! Aſſiſt me, 
uphold me with thy free Spirit z O Lord, 
increaſe my Faith, my Hope, my Love, 5 
my Charity: Make my Soul a 1 
cf the Holy Ghoſt. Come, blefſedfſ © 
Spirit, come and dwell in me for ever! 
JJ ãð V F< 
For all theſe ſtupendous and unde- 
ſerved Mercies now vouchſafed me, all 
Glory be to thee, O God the Pather; all © 
Glory be to thee, O God the Son; all , 
Glory be to thee, O God the Holy Ghoſt. 
Let Heaven and Earth, Men below, and 
{ Angels above, join their Praiſes, and ſay, 
| Amen, Hallelujah. 905 U 
| 


[ 
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1. the Communion is {large fill up your Time 
with ſome Thoughts on ſuch Parts of the Service, 
as will warm your Affections, and raiſe a Spirit of 
Devotion in your Breaſt, 


Pray for your F ellow-Chriſti ans that are 
preſent. 

0 Almighty God, grant that all we, 

— who have been Partakers of this 


holy Communien, may lead Lives ac- 
cording to thy heavenly Will in all 


Things ; keeping our Bodies undefiled, as 


a fit Habitation for thy Spirit, that our 
Souls may enjoy the ſaving Benefits of 
thy Paſſions. 

Blefled are they who dwell in thy 
Houſe, O Lord. Shower down the Bleſ- 
ſings of thy Grace upon us here before 


thee, and all thy faithful People, where- 


ever elſe aſſembled to celebrate this ſacred 
Ordinance. Give us at all Times due 
Preparation of Soul for a worthy Approach 
to thy holy Table: And do thou Pardon 
every one, that prepareth his Heart. to 
ſeek the Lord, the Lord God of his Fa- 


\ 


thers, Ong he be not cleanſed accord- 


ing to the Purification of the Sanctuary. 


Let none that are Partakers of this holy 


Sacrament be found miſſing at the Right 


Hand 0 Chriſt, another Day. We have 
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all now taſted and ſeen how gracious the 
Lord is, for he hath heard our Prayers, 
and granted our Requeſts, and redeemed 
us from the Slavery of Sin and Death. 
O let not our good Reſolutions paſs away 
as the Morning Cloud. Direct and guide 
us, O Lord, with thy Holy Spirit, that 
we may continue thine for ever, ind daily 


encreaſe in all Chriſtian Graces more and 


more, until we come to thine e 
Kingdom. 


- Now-unto him that . Us, and waſhed 


ws from our Sins in his Blood, and has 

made us Kings and Prieſis unto God, and 
bis Father, to him be Glory and Dominion, 
= ever and ever, Amen. 


Then return Home rejoicing, and praiſing = 
and hay,” | 


28 2 uh x; Salvation 1 unto our God, 
and 70 the Lamb, for ever. Amen, 
» Bleſs the Lord. O my Soul, and all that 
is within me bleſs his holy Name. 
Bleſs the Lord, O my Soul, and forget 
not all his Benefits. 
bo forgiveth all thine Iniquities ; ; who 
bealeth all thy Diſeaſes. 
Who redeemeth thy Life from Deftruc- 
tion, and crowneth thee with Mercy and 


Louis lind. 


I at 
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I will Ang unto the Lord as long as I 


live ; J will hs Praiſe unto WO while 
I have my Being. 


— —— — 
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When you are returned home, retire, if you have 
pare, and offer up this Prayer. 


—.— 
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— . — 8 
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| DL OR D, I am-not worthy of that dall 
6 Bread, which ſuſtains the Body; but 
thou haſt made me Partaker of the Bread 
of Life, which came down from Heaven, 
and nouriſheth the Soul; and of which, 
{ Nl whoſoever eateth, hall live for ever. How 
„many, O Lord, turn a deaf Ear to all 
the preſſing Exhortations of thy Mini- 
ſters; and being inffuenced by the Cares, 
and Riches, and Pleaſures of 47 when 
| they are invited fefuſe to come. How 
„many pious and devout Souls are deprived 
Jef the bleſſed Advantage of this higheſt 
und moſt ſolemn Act of Religion ? And 
4 = many fincere and faithful Chriſtians | 
ae opprſſed with Scruples, dejected with 
Fears, ſo that: they dare not venture to- 
0 Npartake of the holy Myſteries? What 
Thanks therefore, oli gracious God, 
aan I return unto thy divine Majeſty, for 
d impreſſing a Senſe of this Duty upon my 
5 21" 8 0 wart for that Strength and Power 
11 K5 whereby 
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20 SACRAMENT. 
whereby thou haſt in ſome Meaſure ena- 
bled me to perform it. 


LORY be to thee, O Lord God, 
for theſe freſh Supplies of Grace | 
are received at thy Altar. Glory be 


to thee for thoſe comfortable Aſſurances 
thou haſt given me of Pardon and For- 
giveneſs. Glory be to thee, O Lord 
God Almighty, for that Peace and Quiet 
thou haſt reſtored to my Soul; for thoſe 


Reſolutions thou haſt wrought in me, 
to perſevere in thy Service to the End 
of my Life. Grant, O Lord, that 
may walk worthy of theſe Favours 
and live as becomes the Redeemed * th 
Lord. 8; 

Lead me, 0 Lord, throogh the Valley 
of the Shadow of Death, through this 
howling Wilderneſs of Ferro and Dan- 
gers, and conduct me by the Ways of 
Peace and Holineſs to my heavenly Coun- 


try, the Land of Promiſe, and at length 
admit me into thy Preſence, Where there 
is Fulneſs of Joy, and Pleaſures for ever- 
more. Amen. 1921 1 


2 G Reat, ndjeakably Pest, is cake Fa- 
5 vour to me, O Lord, who haſt thi 
| Day honoured me with the higheſt Pri- 
vileges. 


a BY aim 
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— 


vileges. Thou haſt fed me with the 


ſpiritual Food of the moſt precious Body 


and Blood of thy Son, our Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt. 

Bleſſing and Honour, Glary and Pow- 
er, be unto him who ſitteth upon the 


Throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and 
ever; for he was ſlain, and has redeem- 


ed us with his Blood. Hallelujah, Salva- 
tion is of the Lord. Thanks be to God, 
for this his unſpeakable Gift in Chriſt 
Jeſus our Lord. I have taſted, and ſeen 
this Day, that the Lord is gracious, and 


that his Mercy endureth for ever. 


truſt in him, all ye his People ; rejoice 


and ſhew yourſelves glad in the Lord; for 
it becometh all thoſe whom he hath re- 
deemed to be thankful, I was unwor- 


thy to gather up the. Crumbs under his 


Table; and yet, O inexpreſſible Conde- 
ſcenſion, O ineſtimable Mercy! my Sa- 
viour hath placed me among his Chil- 


dren; fed me with the Bread of Life; and 


atisfied my Soul as it were with Marrow 


and Fatneſs. 


And now, dear 1 ſince I am bought 
with a Price ; even with the invaluable 


Price of thine own molt precious Blood : 

O let me not loſe what is purchaſed for 
me, by turning aſide unto Wickedneſs. 
K 6 e 
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Alas! J ſuſpect my own Weakneſs; I 
fear, I ſadly fear the Power of Satan: 


| Therefore I do earneſtly entreat thee, O 


divine Spirit, not to leave me to myſelf, 
and my own deceitful Heart, but uphold 
me by thy mighty Aid. 


Protect and defend me | againſt all 
Temptations, which are apt to enſnare 


my deceitful Heart, and may cauſe me to 
violate the Promiſe I have made. Give 
me Grace, that J may not any more defile 
that Soul which the Blood of Chriſt hath 
waſhed; and let not the Pleaſures of the 
World any more prevail upon me to 

tranſgreſs thy holy Laws. O Lord, ſub- 

due my Corruptions, heal my Backſlid- 
ings, and increaſe my Charity; that fix- 

ing my Thoughts upon the great Advan= 
tage of leading a godly Life, I may 
grow in Grate, and be rich in good Works, 
Thus ſhall J, guided by thy Providence, 


and aſfiſted by thy Holy Spirit, at laſt 
arrive at the End of my Hope; and by 


being faithful unto Death, receive a Crown 


of Life in thy glorious Kingdom here- 
after, W 4 fn our Lord, 


TOY 


U 


V £ 
| Our Father Kc. el 1:5; 
* 
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Cod the Father bleſs me; God the 
Son defend me; God the Holy Ghoſt 


preſerve and keep me, and be with me 


now, and for evermore. Amen. 


O how happy is the State of that Man ! how 
fweetly and how ſecurely will he live]! whoſe Un» 
righteouſneſs is forgiven, and whoſe Sin is covered. 
Such a one may go about his worldly Aﬀairs with: 


a quiet Conſcience ; and at all Times, and in all 


Places, ſafely reſt in the Boſom of Proyidence ; if 


it ſhould pleaſe God, for the Trial of his Faith, 


to exerciſe him with Troubles, ſtill his Conſcience: 
will ſpeak Comfort to him, and bid him not fear 


any Ill. Let profligate bold Sinners ſay and da. 


as they think fit, what is that to you ? Do you 
follow God ; follow the Way that leads to ever- 


laſting Life. That you may do this, learn what 


to do. 


Alter receiving the boly- Sacrament, 


It is melancholly to obſerve, that too many Per- 


ſons, after they have been at the Lord's Table, 


are not watchful to maintain and keep up that ſpi- 
ritual Frame of Heart which they bad got, and 


brought from the ſacred Ordinance : Whereby their 
Chriſtian Graces languith and die, and they them- 


ſelves fall back again into their former Sins. But 
remember, O Chriſtian, that all is not over as ſoon. 


as you have received. The Graces which you ex- 
erciſed at the holy Table, are to be practiſed thro? 


the whole Courſe of your Life. And let this aw- 
ful Truth be ever uppermoſt in your Mind, that 
there is no ſtanding ſtil} in. Chriſtianity : And that 


if 
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20 ' SACRAMENT. 
Alas! J ſuſpect my own Weakneſs; I 


fear, I ſadly fear the Power of Satan: 


Therefore I do earneſtly entreat thee, O 


divine Spirit, not to leave me to myſelf, 


and my own deceitful Heart, but uphold 
me by thy mighty Aid. 


Protect and defend me againſt all 
Femptations, which are apt to enſnare 


my deceitful Heart, and may cauſe me to 


violate the Promiſe I have made. Give 


me Grace, that I may not any more defile 
that Soul which the Blood of Chriſt hath 


waſhed ; and let not the Pleaſures of the 


World any more prevail upon me to 
tranſgreſs thy holy Laws. O Lord, ſub- 


due my Corruptions, heal my Backſlid- 
ings, and increaſe my Charity; that fix- 


ing my Thoughts upon the great Advan- 
tage of leading a godly Life, I may 


row in Grate, and be rich in good Works. 


Thus ſhall I, guided by thy Providence, 


and aſfiſted by thy Holy Spirit, at laſt 


arrive at the End of my Hope; and by 
being faithful unto Death, receive a Crown 
of Life in thy glorious Kingdom here- 


after, through ne Chris our _ 


be pn 
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God the Father bleſs mie : God the 


” 


Son defend me; God the Holy Ghoſt 


preſerve and keep me, and be with me 
now, and for evermore. Amen. 


O how happy is the State of that Man * how 


fweetly and how fecurely will he live]! whoſe Un» 
righteouſneſs is forgiven, and whoſe Sip is covered. 
Such a one may go about his worldly Affairs with 
a quiet Conſcience ; and at all Times, and in all 
Places, ſafely reſt in the Boſom of Providence; if 


it ſhould pleaſe God, for the Trial of his Faith, 


to exerciſe him with Troubles, till his Conſcience: 


will ſpeak Comfort to him, and bid him not fear 
any III. Let profligate bold Sinners ſay and da. 


as they think fit, what is that to you? Do you 
follow God ; follow the Way that leads to ever- 
laſting. Life, That you may do this, learn what 


to do, 


After receiving the boly | Sacrament, 
It is melancholly to obſerve, that too many Per- 


ſons, after they have been at the Lord's Table, 
are not watchful to maintain and keep up that ſpi- 


ritual Frame of Heart which they bad got, and 


brought from the ſacred Ordinance : Whereby their 
Chriſtian Graces languiſh and die, and they them- 


ſelves fall back again into their former Sins. But 
remember, O Chriſtian, that all is not over as ſoon 


as you have received. The Graces which you ex- 
erciſed at the holy Table, are to be practiſed thro” 


the whole Courſe of your Life. And let this aw- 


ful Truth be ever uppermoſt in your Mind, that 
there is no ſtanding {till in Chriſtianity : And that 
OED "= 
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and de 
Life; but remember that God, your Conſcience, 


if you go not forward, you certainly go backward: 


And how fad muſt be the Caſe of that Man, who, 


after he has taſted the good Word of God, and 
the Powers of the World to come, yet falls away 


again, returning like a Dog to his Vomit z and ſhame- 


fully yielding to thoſe very Sins which he ſo lately, 


and in ſo folemn a Manner, renounced. I ſpeak 
not of the common Frailties and Infirmities of hu- 


man Nature, as the firſt Motions of Paſſion, &c. 
but I mean groſs Sins; as Injuſtice, Uncleanneſs, 
Drunkenneſs, prophane Curfing and Swearing, Sab- 


bath- breaking, and daily Indevotion, Not that 


any one of theſe great Sins is unpardonable, and 


what will not be forgiven upon true Repentance ; 


but it is a great Aggravation of Sin to relapſe into 


our former evil Courſes, after Vows of Obedience 


made at the Altar, and after we have been waſhed 


in our Saviour's Blood, In order to keep yourſelf 


pure and undefiled, avoid ill Company as you would 


the gee Ungodly Men may call you preciſe, 
piſe and ridicule you for leading an holy 


and all good Men, will praiſe and eſteem you. 


Therefore, as you are now made a new Creature, 
chuſe new Company, take new Courſes, and become 


a new Ma. 5 
If you deſpiſe the Blood of Chriſt, or contemn 
the Mercy of the Goſpel by a profane Life, your 


Portion will be with Judas, who betrayed Chriſt, 
with the Scribes and Phariſees, who crucified him. 


Therefore, if you have any Regard for the Salva- 
tion of your Soul, any Love of God ſhed abroad in 
your Heart, any Gratitude, or Affections for your 
bleſſed Redeemer, walk as becometh his Goſpel, love 


him with your Heart, praiſe him with your Tongue, 
and glorify him in your Life, IT” 


If the great Deceiver ſhall offer you any un- 


lawful Pleaſure, or. Profit, ſay, Get thee bebind me, 


Satan ; 
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Satan; I have been lately at the Sacrament, and 
there have- promiſed and vowed: to fear God, and 


keep his righteous Laws. Forget not your Morn- 


ing and Evening Prayers ; be often thinking upon 


Death, Judgment, Heaven, and Hell; fear God 
and keep his Commandments, and patiently wait 
for the Coming of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt : Remembring always for your Comfort, 
that the higher you rife in Piety here, the higher 


Degrees of Glory ſhall you have in Heaven here- ; 


after. i 
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DIRECTIONS 


IN 


Time of ble. 


— 


n a 


1 . 1 
Pray one for another, that ye may be 
healed : The effectual fervent Proyer of | 


a ri rages Man availeth much. 


: ; -.+ 2 


9 y 
— googey—ecigs — — — 


MEDITATION. 


VE R Y Diſeaſe, Sickneſs and Infir- 

mity, gives the Soul Warning to pre- 
pare for Death. O how true is the Say- 
ing of that holy Man Job, that faithful 
Servant of God, that noble Pattern of 
an unwearied Patience and Reſignation 
to the divine Will? Man that is born of a 
Woman, is of few Days, and full of Trou- 
Ble. He cometh forth hike a Flower, and 
Is cut down: He fleeth alſo as 4 Shadno, 
aud. continueth not. A Cold, a Surfeit, 
: foul 
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foul Blood, and unwholeſome Diet: Ad- 
vice taken too late, or improper Phyſick: 
Theſe we think to be the Cauſes of our 
Indiſpoſition. All this may be true, but 
we are to look higher. There is a Hand 
above, that permits all theſe Things, that 
kills the Strong, and ſaves the Weak; that 
bringeth one Man down to the Chambers 
of the Grave, and recovers another, be- 

J yond all Hopes, from the moſt deſperate 

I Diſeaſe. O my Soul, take Notice of the 

Finger of God in all this : It is he, with 

whom the Lives of his Servants are ex- 

ceeding precious; it is he, in whoſe Sight 
the Hairs of our Heads are all number- 
ed. This Thought will diſpoſe thee to 
ſay, O Lord, I conſider, that great is thy 

Power; therefore impenitent Sinners mult 

dread the Effects of thy Anger: That 

great is thy Goodneſs, therefore may good 

Men ſweetly enjoy themſelves under the 

Favour of a reconciled God: That thy 

Wiſdom is infinite; therefore aught we 

humbly to ſubmit ourſelves to thy af- 

flicting Hand: That thy Juſtice will not 
ſpare the Guilty, and therefore our chief 

Concern ſhould be to obtain a Pardon for 

thoſe Sins, which have juſtly provoked 

thy heavy Diſpleaſure. Lord, I am ſen- 
tible of thy great Goodneſs, and Loving- 

8 8 Kindneſs, 
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kindneſs, and therefore deſire to be pe- 
tient under my preſent Sufferings. For, 
though my Pains are ſomewhat grievous 


to Fleſh and Blood, yet I am certain they 
are ordained- to excellent and heavenly 


Purpoſes ; and that it is our of pure Kind- 
neſs to my Soul that I am afflicted. Di- 


vine Providence, if I am not wanting to 


myſelf, will make all Things work toge- | 


ther for my Good : Let me not think it 
ſtrange that God chaſtens and afflicts the 
Children of Men; is it not a Mark of 


his Favour to vifit us with Sickneſs, in 


order, to reclaim us? Be patient then 
under his fatherly Correction; nay, be 
thankful for it. If the Means uſed for 
my Eaſe and Recovery ſucceed, to God 


alone will I give the Praiſe and Glory. if 


they fail, I will humble myſelf under 
mighty Hand, and ſay, O Lord, 
Will be done Happy ſhall I be, if 5 
Pains and Infirmities of my Body ſhall be 
ſanctified, through divine Grace, to the 
— of my Soul. 


Almighty God, who diſpenſeth Sickneſs and 
Health, is often pleaſed to afflict the Body with ſome 
Diſcaſe, that it may breed in us a deep Senſe, how 


| Frail and Uncertain our Condition is in this World, | 


and that we have no Security for a Day's Conti- 
nuance any longer therein. Do you then, O pi— 


Ous Chriſtian, when viſited with Illneſs, Li Bev 
ep 
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Help to the great Phyſician of Body and Soul. It 
is he alone that can/uphold and comfort your diſeaſed 
Body, or «troubled Mind; it is he alone can relieve 
you; to him, therefore, do you apply for Relief. 


Receive with all Submiflion and Thankfulneſs, what- | 
ever comes from his Hand ; and believe that to be 


beſt for you, which infinite Wiſdom allots. 

When a Diſtemper firſt ſeizeth you, no Time is 
to be loſt: Make your Will, to prevent Contention; 
pay your Debts; make Reſtitution of Goods un- 


lawfully gotten, and reconcile yourielf to all that 
you may have offended. If you have hitherto neg- 
lected making your Will, it is fit it ſhould be done 


immediately, Wiſe Men ſettle all their Aﬀairs in 


their Health, You muſt not injure Wife or Chil- 


dren, or Relations ; nor defraud your Creditors ; for 


if your laſt Act be unjuſt, you can never repent 


of it ; and then what a fearful Doom is to be ex- 
pected ? If you have been charitable in your Life- 
time, the Remembrance of what, in Obedience to 
Chriſt, you have beſtowed upon the Fatherleſs and 
Widows, or in any other uſeful Chari 


will be had in Remembrance before God, and en- 


tail a Bleſſing on your ſurviving Family: And now 
eſpecially are you to ſhew Mercy, ſince you deſite 
Mercy of God. Let this excite your Charity to 
others that are in Miſery and Diſtreſs ; that the 


merciful Lord may take Pity upon you. 


Send for your Miniſter, - at the beginning of your 


Sickneſs, and open to him the State of your Soul, 
as that he may the better be enabled to acquaint you 
what Meaſures muſt be taken by you, to make 


your Peace with God, And though a private Friend 
may adviſe, and pray privately for you, and with 
you, in your Sickneſs, yet you cannot promiſe your- 


ſelf ſo good Aſſiſtance, and ſo much Comfort from 
his Prayers as your Miniſter's, becauſe he is the very 
| | Perſon 


„ will be of 
Comfort to you. Alms given for Chriſt's Sake, 


Perſon God has choſen for this Employment. He 
will adviſe you for the beſt, and inſtruct you what 
muſt, be done, to ſet your Soul in order, and have 
your Pardon ſealed in Heaven, before you go hence 
and are no more ſeen, Do this before your Senſes 
are taken from you, and your Diſeaſe robs you of 
your Underſtanding and Memory. Be not ſo ig- 
norant and fooliſh, as the greateſt Part of the Coun- 
try People are, who look on the Miniſter, in the 


Time of Sickneſs, as the certain Forerunner of | 


Death. It is the Fault of Thouſands, that they put 
off the great Work of Repentance till the laſt, and 
when it is to little or no Purpoſe, the Minitter is 


called for in a great Hurry, and a few Prayers are 


laid over the Sick; but alas! is not this Death- Bed 
Repentance very uncomfortable, and not ſo cer- 
tainly available te Salvation? hben the twicked Man 
turns away from his Wickedneſs which he hath com- 
muted, and doth that which is lawful and right,” we 
know aſſuredly, he ſball ſave his Soul alive. But I 
haye never met with a like Promiſe to him that has 
lived wWickediy al his Life, and only laments: and 
condemns. hjs Folly, and ptomiſes an Amendment 
When he comes to die. God may, and I charitably 
Hope be will, extend his Pity to all ſuch. as are truly 
convinced, though at the very laſt, of the Evil of 
their Doings, and unfeignedly reſolve upon a Refor- 
mation, fo far as he ſhall enable them for it. But I 
am not now ſpeaking of what God may do, but 
what he has told us he will do, and what we may 


certainly depend upon. Bring farth, therefore, 


Fruits meet far Ripentance, and let every. one that 
nameth the Name of Chriſt, and pretends. to be his 
_ Diſciple and Servant, depart from all Iniquity. This 
is the certain and the only Way to pleaſe God, and 
to be for ever happy in the Enjoyment of him, 06 
that Men were wiſe, that they underfload this, that 
they would conſider their latter End. 


"Pri 


ros e Cres eas pax: 


et 


be 


Pray uuben you are Sick. 
G Moſt bleſied and gracious God, who 
only canſt heal the Sick, look down 
with Pity on me, thy moſt unworth 
Creature, ho àm but finful Duſt and 
Aſhes. I moſt humbly beſeech thee, for 
Jeſus Chriſt his, Sake, to accept of my 


Iunfeigned Sorrow. for all my dins paſt. 


Enten it into | Judgment with thy Ser- 
uaur, O Lord, for in thy Sight ſhall no 
Man living be juſtiſied. Be pleaſed in 
Mercy to grant me a longer Continuance 
in this World, that I may have more 
Time to work out my Salvation, and do 
more Good in the World, than 1 ſorrow- 
fully own and lament, I have hitherto 
done. Or, if this Sickneſs ſhall be a Sick 
neſs unto. Death, give me a great and 
podly Sorrow for all the Offences of my 
Life paſt, and Patience, that I may qui- 
etly, meekly, and humbly, reſign myſelf 
to thy good Will and Pleaſure, that when 
1 depart out of this Valley of Tears, I 
may be received through my dear Re- 
deemer's Merits into thine everlaſting 
Kingdom, and rejoice with thy Saints, 


for ever and ever. Amen. 


Though you call in the Phyſician, yet you muſt 
be ſure to look up to God for his Bleſſing. No 
A3 Eo _ Medicines 
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Medicines can heal our Sickneſs, if God doth not 
give them Succeſs. However, we are to call in 
Aſſiſtance; for, ſays the wiſe Son. of Sirach, Ecclus. 
xxxviii. 12. Give place to the Phyſician, vw take hrs 
FO a the Li harh icreated bim. 


„ v 


2 "When: you take Phyſick.. 


| Thou great Phyſician of Souls, who 
| haſt appointed Means for the Reco- 
very of our Health, give a Bleſſing to the 
Remedies now uſed, that my Pains may 


be eaſed, and my Health reſtored; that 
if it be thy bleſſed Will, I may not die, 
but live, a declare the Works of the 
Lord, And grant I may never forget the 


Vows I now make unto [thee of better 


Obedience, but that as my Days are 
lengthened, I may daily increaſe in thy 
holy Spirit more and more: That I. may 


never ceaſe to adore thee, my God, while 
I have my Being ; which 1 beg for the 
Sake of my dear Redeemer, 08 Chriſt, 


wen; | 1-5 7 
: If you W your Health. 


Lord, thou Preſerver of Health, who 
mighteſt juſtly have ſnatched me 
out of this World, in a ſudden and terri- | 
ble Manner, but haſt in Mercy ſpared 
me, while many have been ſurprized in 


the midſt of their Sins, and hurried away 
to 


ö edits: af 


th 


le 
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to everlaſting Miſery : O give me a large 
Portion of thy Grace, that with joyful 
Lips I may acknowledge thy loving Kind- 
neſs, and glorify thy Goodneſs all the 
Remainder of my Like, through Jeſus 
Chriſt my Saviour, Amen. 


If Sickneſs has awakened you to conſider your 
Danger, let your great Deliverer have your Thanks 
and Praiſe ; Thou wert haſtening to the Regions of 
the Dead; but the Lord ſtood by thee, and ſaved 
thee. Take care that this Grace be not beſtowed 
in vain, If you do not amend your Doings, the 
more aggravated will be your Sins here, and your 
Torments more intolerable hereafter : Every Mer- 
cy, every Eſcape, muſt be accounted for: and that 


.which is received unthankfully, will at laſt prove a 


Curſe, and not a Bleſſing. Let then the Kindneſſes 
of the Lord be ever in your Mouth: Order you 
Converſation aright, and live to him who hath done ſo 

great Things for you. Be not like hardened Wretches, 
who, as ſoon as their Health is reſtored, return to 
their old Vices. Think on the Vows you made 
when you was in Trouble, and let the Remainder 
of that Life, which God hath ſo wonderfully, and 

altogether without your Deſervings, continued to 

you, be ſpent in God's Service, : 


V your Sickneſs encreaſes, and there art 
fall Hopes of your Recovery. 

, G OD, who art infinite in Power, 
Compaſſion, and Goodneſs, look 
| down from Heaven upon me a miſerable 
Sinner, here lying under thy Hand in 
great 
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great Weakneſs of Body. Look merci- 


fully upon me, O Lord, and the more 
the outward Man decayeth, ſtrengthen 


me ſo much the more with thy Grace 


and holy Spirit in the. i inner Man. Give 
me unfeigned Repentance for all the 
Sins of my Life paſt, and ſtedfaſt Faith 
in thy Seon Jeſus, that my Sins may be 
done away by thy Merey, and my Pardon 


fealed in Heier before J go hence and 
be no more ſeen. I know, Lord, there 
is nothing impoſſible with. thee ; and that 

thou canſt even yet raiſe me up, if it be 


beit for me; and therefore I humbly ſub- 
mit myſelf. unto thy all-wiſe Difooſal 
But foraſmuch, as in all Appearance the 


Time of my Diſſolution draweth near, 
O beſtow upon me thoſe holy and hea- 


venly Qualifications, which may. fit me 


for my approaching Change. And when- 


ſoever thou art pleaſed to take me hence, 
take me unto thy Favour, thro' the Me- 
rits of thy moſt dearly beloyed Son, Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord. Amen, 


When tbe Sick Man afprebends bimſelf in 


great Danger, 


ASTE thee, O Lord, to deliver me. 
In thee, O Lord Jeſus Chriſt, my 
moſt merciful Saviour and only Redecmer, 


in 
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in thee alone is all my Truſt. Let me 


never be confounded, O bleſſed Jeſu, when 
I ſue to thee for Mercy. Mercy, O Lord, 
and Forgiveneſs of my Sins, is what I 


moſt humbly beg of thee. O Chriſt, 


ſave me. O God the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt ; O holy, bleſſed and glori- 
ous Trinity, three Perſons, and one God, 
have Mercy upon me. Receive my Soul 
into thy Hands. And for thy Mercies 


| Sake place it in thy heavenly Kingdom, 


among thy holy Angels and bleſſed Saints. 
O Lord, hear me, and be merciful to 
me. Into thy Hands 1 commend my 


Spirit; for thou haſt redeemed me, 0 


Lord, thou God of Truth. Amen, 


| When troubled in Mind, a 
Bleſſed Lord, thou gleat Phy ſician 
of Souls, I come unto thee for Re- 


lief, who only canit heal my wounded 


Spirit, and comfort my weak and de- 


jected Mind; deliver me from all thoſe 


tormenting Fears and Perplexities with 
which I am ſo encompaſſed, and which 
I am not able to prevent, or reſiſt : I be- 
ſeech thee, Gracious God, to hear my 
Complaints, and take away this Burden 
from me, that being reſtored to a quiet, 
5 and compoſed Frame of Mind, I 
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may ſerve thee with more Delight in the 
Duties of my heavenly Calling. Lord, 


hear my Prayer, which in the Anguiſh 
of a troubled Spirit I make unto thee, for 
the Merits of my ever bleſſed Saviour, 


who himſelf was a Man of Sorrows, and 


acquainted with Grief, to whom with thee 
O Father, and thee O Holy Ghoſt, be all 
Glary, World without End. Amen. 


If any of your Family or Friends die 
„ ſuddeniy. 1 
CA Moſt gracious Father, Lord of 
H Heaven and Earth, Judge of the 
Living and Dead, behold me here pro- 
| ſtrate at thy Feet, on account of thy 
Servant whom thou haſt ſmitten with 


thy haſty Rod. Grant that this and 


other like Spectacles of Mortality, which 
are daily before my Eyes, may move my 


Heart effectually to conſider how frail 


and uncertain my own Condition is. Grant 
that this ſudden Stroke of thy Hand, may 
awaken me to a careful Performance of 
.my Duty, that I may hencefore love, 
honour and obey. thee, and ſeriouſly ap- 


ply my Heart to holy and heavenly Wiſ- 


dom; that when I depart out of this 
Valley of Tears, I may die the Death of 
the Righteous, and be numbered with thy 
OT on eee 
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Saints in Glory everlaſting. And this I 


moſt ardently beg for ps Lark his 


Sake. Amen. 


The Sick Man's Prayer for bis Fenily and 


Relations. 


O Lord God Almighty, I praiſe thee 


for the conſtant Experience I. have 


had of thy great Goodneſs to me all my 


Life long. And now that I am going 


the Way of all Fleſh, and muſt be ſpeedi- 


ly gathered to my Fathers, I not only 


deſire to retain to my laſt Breath, a 


thankful Remembrance of this thy lovin 
Kindneſs; but beg Liberty alſo at the ſame 
Time to intercede with thee, for thoſe I 


leave behind me, for {my Wife and Cbil- 
dren, and others] my near and dear Rela- 


tions. Take them all into thy Protec- 


tion, and adminiſter to them all Things 
_ pertaining to Life and Godlineſs *, Be 
a Father to the Fatherleſs, and a "Hu 
band to the Widow, Keep them as the 
Apple of thy Eye. Preſerve. them un- 


der the Shadow of thy Wings ; and let 
no Evil come nigh their Dwelling. Thy 


* If you are Poor, and leave a poor Family be- 


hind you, let not that afflict you, but remember, 


that although you die, yet the Oe of God 


endureth for ever. 


1 Bleſling 
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Bleſſing is incomparably the moſt deſira- 

ble Portion I can leave them. Beſtow 
upon them, I beſeech thee, all Bleſſings 


Spiritual and . in Chriſt Jeſus. 
Amen. 


F Troubles of any Ki nd afflit you, 


Gracious God, who for wiſe Ends 

| art pleaſed to exerciſe us with Trou- 
bles and Afflictions, in order to awaken 
us out of that deep Sleep of Sin, where- 
into the Pleaſures and vain Cares of this 
World have caſt us; and diſpoſe us there- 
by to wean our Hearts from all Things 

here below, and fix them on Death and 

Eternity : Adored be thy gracious Provi- 
| dence, which by this Croſs and Calamity 

| "calleth loudly upon me to mind the one 
Thing needful, to ſet my Houſe in or- 


der, and prepare my Soul for a Place in 
the heavenly Manſions above. Mercifully 


grant that I may anſwer the Deſign of 
thy Goodneſs, in calling me thus merci- 
fully to Repentance and Newneſs of 
Life. This Trouble I patiently ſubmit 
to, though for the preſent, it be not joy- 
ous, but grievous ; hoping by thy Grace, 
that it will produce in my Soul the peace- 
able Fruits of Righteouſneſs. Lord ever- 
more lift up the Sager Y th by Countenance 


-- 0 


11 28 


upon ne; and raiſe up my finking Soul 


towards Heaven, where J hope to dwell 
when thou ſhall call me hence, there to 
fing Praiſes to God and to the Lamb with 
the heavenly Hoſt, through all the Ages 


of Eternity. Amen. 


* 


| 8 ICKNESS being the uſual Forerunner of 


Death, as Death js of Judgment, when the 


Soul will be ſentenced to an unalterable State, 1 
cannot diſmiſs this Subject, without a few more 
Words of Advice. Oh that Men were wiſe, that 
they underſtood this, that they would conſider their lat- 
ter End. I have obſerved with Sorrow, how flow 
and backward \Country People are to make their 
Peace with God : But do you, whilſt you have Time 


before you, look carefully into your Breaſt, and di- 
ligently examine how Accounts ſtand betwixt God 
and your own Soul; ſee if all Things are right be- 


tween Heaven and you, All your Thoughts, Words 


and Works, will then be looked into and examined 


by an impartial Judge, who will pronounce a Sen- 


tence that cannot be reverſed, Neither Wit, nor 
Power ; not Friends, nor Riches, ſhall avail you 


any thing. Imagine to yourſelf, that you are foon 
to be brought before the All-ſeeing God, encom- 
_ paſſed with Millions of glorious Saints and Angels; 
that Satan and your own Conſcience will accuſe you, 


and ſet before you the Things which you have done. 


This Thought ſhould, methinks, make the moſt ob- 
durate Heart relent, and excite the Sinner to endea- 


your after a Reconciliation with the juſtly offended 


Majeſty of Heaven. Make no tarrying to turn to 


TY the 
7 * , F 2 4 N 

fees n, 8 
3 


—— CE Minden... +467 4 <fv com +54 — 


» ” — 
— 1 1 wy — > ee — 5 — _ 
: — 2 — 8 n — r — * rr a 4 
1 * 2 5 Þn 2 van ge tar x oP ** = = . * TD; : FL \ Po 8 - 8 * eel — — — — 8 wal 
— 5 = ps — — — — 2 2 34 e — 9 q * bs : r 4 4 = : — — — = _ © 
2 — ——  — —ͤ—ͥꝗ — — Roe 25 N bog * » — 2 . — 2 D — ates > EDT O_o - ky t 8 — — — Tags ap * A. 4 = - 
1 : * W E —* . — SQ . — 8 Om N — . — 22 $5 2g, ov 28 bg DID 7... 9 _ N L ww 
K D , _— MR . e 2 2 5 AE arid - We b 1 pgs : .— 3 5 p 85 - - 
A 22 S 8 8 r ITS a INE VID r : l e b ; 2052 P : . CELL 
—_— — —  ——— ——— 7. r a . r * — * * 3 . ER A ͤ A Ry a — . ki 
8 2 2 — Gp SD Augie fm rn, — - — — — W. 1 a 
ws — — K — 3 DS wm — e 


w_ — 


222 RU 
the Lord, and put off from Day to Day. If you 
neglect the precious Time, depend upon it, that the 
Devil, who is vigilant, cunning, and powerful, will 
not loſe the leaſt Opportunity of deceiving, and 
bringing you into the Pit of Deftruttion. Be ſober, 
be vigilant, becauſe your Adverſary the Devil walketh 
about as a rearing Lyon, ſeeking whom he may devour : 
And he rageth the more fiercely, becauſe he know- 
eth, that he hath but a ſhort Time. This Adver- 
ſary, who has a thonfand Ways to deceive, will 
ruin you eternally, if God doth not protect and de- 
fend you. Therefore, ſeek unto God with your 
whole Heart, and unto him commit your Cauſe. 
_ Firſt, Aſk thy Soul, what Abuſes of Health thou 
haſt been guilty of, if thou haſt not neglected God 


and Heaven too much, and been too careful about 


this preſent World, Aſk, whether thou haſt not 
omitted thy Duty to God, in the Diſuſe both of 
publick and private Prayer ? Or whether thou haſt 
not worſhipped him in a cold and formal Manner 
Secondly, See if you have not injured your Neigh- 
bour, if you have not hurt his Soul by ill Advice, 
or ill Example; or his Body in any Reſpect,9 
Thirdly, Turn your Eyes inward on yourſelf ; 
and ſee whether you have kept your Body in Tem- 
perance, Soberneſs and Chaſtity ? Look upon your 
preſent bodily Indiſpoſition as ſent, 


1. To try your Patience. 
2. To prove your Faith _ 
3. To reform, and amend your Life. 


1. To try your Patience. The Captain of our 
Salvation, who was made perfect through Sufferings, 
calls upon his Diſciples to take up their Croſs daily, 
and follow him. Now were the Servants of Jeſus 
Chriſt to be always healthy, proſperous, and rich, 
they could not give any Proof how much they are 
N : Con- 


SICKNESS. 223 
content to ſuffer, and how patiently they can reſign 
themſelves up to God, under all Sorrows and Af- 
flictions. If therefore you are viſited with Illneſs, 
let not your bodily Pains, the Scorching of a Fever, 
the Pains of the Cholick, Gout, or Stone, tempt 
you to unbecoming Murmurings and Impatience. 
Think that to be beſt, which infinite Wiſdom hath 
permitted to befal you; and let your Sickneſs and 
 Infirmity of Body, wean you from all inordinate 
Love of Riches anc Pleaſures of this Life. So will 
God be glorified, and others edified by your ſub- 

miſſive and quiet Behaviour under this Viſitation. | 
2. A ſecond Deſign of your Sicknefs is to exer- 
ciſe your Faith, that it may be found in the Day 
of the Lord, laudable, glorious, and honourable, 
to the Increaſe of Glory and endleſs Felicity, God 
fends you this Sickneſs, thar you may have an Op- 
portunity of ſhewing your Stedfaſtneſs in the Chri- 
' ftian Faith before Men here, that he may crown your 
Faith with everlaſting Honours, before his holy An- 
gels hereafter, . „„ 
3. This Sickneſs may be ſent to reclaim you from 
a vicious and ungodly Courſe of Life. When all 
Things go ſmoothly on, how apt are Men to be 
betrayed into Sin? And therefore God, who is rich 
in Mercy, often afflicts the Body, in order to cure 
the Soul. Have you not, in time of Health, abuſed 
your Strength to Luxury, to Luſt, Gluttony, or 
Drunkenneſs ? God now puniſhes you in the Fleſh, 
for thoſe Sins which you have committed in the 
Have you not immoderately purſued the Riches 
and Glories of the World, at the ſame Time neg- 
lecting the Care of your Soul, which 7s the one Thing 
needſul? God now convinces you by what you 
_ ſuffer, that theſe earthly Goods cannot give you the 
leaſt Comfort. Have you not wanted Compaſſion 
for the Sick? You are now taught what Sorrows 
| L 4 Al. 
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and Sufferings, Multitudes of your Fellow - Creatures 


go through, and how much you are to blame, for 
not having affiſted them, according to your Ability. 


Have you not neglected the Means of Grace? As ; 


publick and private Prayer, religiouſly obſerving the 
Lord's Day, and receiving the Holy Sacraments ? 
Now then, if Sickneſs brings you to a Senſe of your 
paſt Omiffions, if it makes you better, more holy 
and patient, if it increaſes your Faith, and excites 
in you a Hunger and Thirſt after Righteouſneſs, this 


will make you dearer to God, and will ſet you 


forward in your Way to Heaven, They who have 
no Sorrow, no Sickneſs, no Troubles, to exerciſe 
them, are commonly too fond of this World; they 
are loved by the World; and they delight in no- 
thing but worldly Pleaſures and Enjoyments. But 
then alas ! carthly Happineſs is all they are like to 


enjoy, and who would envy them theſe periſhing, 


| ſhort-liv'd Satisfactions? Beſides, as I ſaid before, 
the Captain of our Salvation was not made perfect 
without Sufferings. If therefore you expect a Part 
in his Triumph, you muſt not murmur to follow 
your glorious Leader through Tribulation, 
Tuus when you have ſettled your worldly Affairs, 
have been charitable to the Poor and Needy, accord- 
ing to your Ability, examined and tried your Ways, 
made a ſpecial Confeſſion of your Sins, if you felt 
your Conſcience troubled with any weighty Matter, 
and received the Holy Sacrament, and made the beſt 


Preparation you was able for your great Change, 


you may with Comfort and Joy, think on your ap- 
proaching Diſſolution, Death, at firſt, will appear 
frightful and amazing ; the Separation of Soul and 
Body, thoſe old Companions, will be ſomewhat 
ſhocking : But then a Voice has been heard from 
Heaven, ſaying, Bleſſed are the Dead that die in 
the Lord, A well-grounded Hope that our Death 
will be thus bl-fled, will firip the King of Terrors 
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of all his affrighting Ghaſtlineſs. You then, ſhall 
walk through the Valley of the Shadow of Death, 
and fear no Evil, You may look forward before 
you with inexpreflible Delight, to a bright Scene of 
| Glory and Immortality; when you ſhall be gather- 
ed to the general Aſſembly of the Saints, and to the 
Spirits of juſt Men made perfect; there ſhall you 
receive the Things which God hath prepared for 
thoſe, that love him : Things which your Eye ne- 
ver ſaw, nor your Ear heard, nor the Tongue of 
Men is able to expreſs. There your Portion ſhall 
de with Abraham, IJſaac, and Jacob, with the Pro- 
phets and Apoſtles, with Martyrs and Confeſſors, 
and all the holy Saints, in the Kingdom of God, to 
eternal Age. 0 5 
But they who have lived in ſuch an unprepared 
State of Soul, as that they are afraid to die, and 
appear before the Judgment- Seat of Chriſt, ſhould 
it be their miſerable Lot to be cut off in the midſt 
of their ſinful Folly, and expire with their Sins un- 
pardoned; the very Thoughts of Death will ſtrike 
them with Horror and Amazement. The ſharp 
and tormenting Pains which the departing Sinner 
feels in his Body, make him wiſh to die; but the 
more tormenting Pains of his awakened Conſcience, 
make him dread the Thoughts of Death. Thus the 
dying Sinner is racked and diſtreſſed both in Body 
and Soul, The Agonies of his guilty, deſpairing 
Mind, are more inſupportable than all the Pains and 
Tortures of his Diſeaſe. He has, as it were, a 
Foretaſte of Hell even before Death; and after his 
Departure hence, his loſt, unhappy Soul ſhall be 
hurried by wicked Spirits to the Manſions of the 
Damned, to the Seats of Horror and Deſpair ; where 
Satan, who tempted him to his Deſtruction, ſhall 
inſult at his Calamity, and rejoice at his Damnation, 
There ſhall be weeping, wailing, and gnaſhing of 
| . . | Teeth, 


> SICKNESS. 
Teeth, in that diſmal Place, where the Warm dieth 
not, and the Hire is not quenched, 
From all Blindneſs of Heart, from the Crafts and 


Aſſaults of the Devil, from thy Wrath, and from 
everlaſting Damnation, 


Good Lord deliver us, 


| Now in all Tribulation and Anguiſh of Spirit, in 
all Dangers of Soul and Body, in Sickneſs and Ad- 


verfity, in the Hour of Death, and in the Day of 
Judgment : | 
_ 77 Lord deliver me, and all thy faithful Peeple. 
Amen. | 
| 
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IF the honeſt Huſbandman has any Concern for 

his Happineſs in this World, as well as in that 
eternal State, to which we are haſtening, be will lay 
the foregoing Things to Heart, which if he does in 
Simplicity and godly Sincerity, he will daily im- 
prove in all Virtue and Godlineſs of living, and feel 
more and more of the Power and Efficacy of divine 
Grace upon his Heart. 

Earneſtly pray, that the Holy Ghoſt, the Purger 
of all inward Corruption, and Healer of all ſpiritual. 
Difeaſes, would kindle ſuch a Flame of Piety in 
your Breaſt, as may burn up all your Droſs. And 
be not diſcouraged by Reaſon of thoſe Frailties and 
Infirmities of your Nature, which you do not in- 
dulge, for our compaſſionate Redeemer hath pro- 
miſed not to break the bruiſed Reed, nor quench 
the ſmoaking Flax. 

Upon your ſincere ce, he. will relieve, 
heal, and comfort you; and altho' your Sins have 
been great, yet his Mercy i is ſtill greater, And tho? 
at preſent you ſeem cold and indevout in God's Ser- 
vice; yet by daily Devotion, that Heavineſs which 
hangs about you will go off, O *tis a delightful Em- 
ployment to enter into our Cloſets (as our Saviour 
directs) and there pray to our heavenly Father, and 
read and meditate on his moſt holy Word, Hereby a 
religious Turn of Mind will be happily acquired, 
new Thoughts, new Words, new Actions, will be 
produced ; i in ſhort, hereby you will become a new 
Creature in Chriſt, And then no Words can ex- 

preſs the Happineſs of your Condition, But Any 
| | | | fer. 
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Perſons alledge, that they are ſo encumbeted with 
the Cares of this Life, that they cannot be at Leiſure 
for theſe holy Exerciſes. But I anſwer, your Trea- 
ſureis in Heaven, and if you are truly wiſe, Heaven 
will be your firſt and greateſt Concern, 

Others perhaps have long indulged themſelves in 


Covetouſneſs, Luſt, Drunkenneſs, or ſome foul 
and ſenſual Vice; and fo the Difficulty of Repen- 


tance, and the Duty of looking into the State of 


their Souls, will ſeem hard and terrible; but if you 


have contracted Inclinations to Evil, which are dif- 


ficult to conquer, pray conſider that you have brought 


this Difficulty upon yourſelf, by your ſinful Indul- 
gencies. But be the Difficulties of Religion what 


they will, conſider ſeriouſly that without making | 


your Peace with God, you cannot enter into the 
Kingdom of Heaven. Alfo know and underſtand, 


that the being tormented tho' but one Hour in Hell | 


Flames, will be more intolerable than many Ycars 
of ſorrowing for your Sins, *** 
Now good Impreſſions early made on a tender 


Breaſt, being of the laſt Importance towards a vir- 
tuous Life, and holy Death; I cannot, before! 


* 


conclude, but addreſs my ſelf, 


1. To Parents and Guardians of Youth, 
I 2, To young People themſelves, 


1. To Parents and Guardians, If you frequent: 


ly tell the Children committed to your Charge, that F 


they are not born only for this, but chiefly for. ano- 


ther and better World; and if you are careful to 
ſeaſon their Minds with good Inſtructions, and bring 


them up in the Nurture and Admonition of the Lord, 


they will be happily preſerved from innumerable 
Sins, being ſo well armed againſt Temptations of 


the Fleſh, the World, and the Devil ; then thro' 


God's Grace they will remember their Creator in 


the 
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the Days of their Yonth, live with Comfort, die in 
Peace, and rife in Glory, But if you have ſhame- 


fully neglected to bring them uf in the Fear of the 
Lord, their Blood will be required at your Hands. 
2. To young People. You are now in the Bloom 
of Life, and juſt entering upon the World. And 
tis to be charitably hoped that you have not yet been 


guilty of any great and preſumptuous Sin; now *tis 


in your Power by the Grace of God, with a little 


Care and Reſolution, to fave yourſelves the Trouble 


of a long Repentance, and never feel the Miſery of 
ungovernable Paſſions, and unrepented Sins, Your 
Souls have not as yet been defiled with any great 
and actual Tranſgreſſions; your Conſciences ſpeak 


Peace unto you : All is quiet and calm within, 
and you have no need to tremble for fear of God's 
Judgments. But if by wicked Companions, you 


ſhall at any Time hereaſter be drawn off from your 
Duty, and fall into a vicious Courſe of Life, ſad 
and miſerable will your Condition be. You may 


never think of returning to your Duty; but by 
degrees grow hardened in Sin, and then you are 


undone to all Eternity, And when you come to 


be ſick, and lie upon a Dcath-bed, you will paſ- 


ſionately cry out; O that I had never gone aſtray | 


O that I could recover my loſt Innocence! I would 

not part again with that ſweet divine heavenly Com- 
panion, for all the Pleaſures and Glories of the whole 
World. . 5 . 8 0 


It is to be hoped, that your Parents and Rela- 


tions have walked before you in the Fear of God; 


uſing their beſt Endeavours, that all committed to 
their Charge, might keep the Way of the Lord; 


that their Children might be the Children of the 
moſt High, and that their Servants might be the 


Servants of their heavenly Maſter. O my young 


Friends! let not the Prayers, and Tears, and good 


Advice 
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= Advice of your godly: Parents be loſt upon you: 


Think on all the Troubles they have undergone, 


and with what Care and Anxiety they have labour- 
ed to make you everlaſtingly happy. Think what 
| Conſolation and Joy it will be to them, if you an- 
ſwer their pious Care; and prove a Blefling to all 
that are round about you, Think that many Eyes 


are fixed upon you, taking Notice of your Behavi- 


our: But what is more, that God, who fills all 
Places with his Preſence, beholds all your Actions, 


and how can you commit any Indecency in the | 


Sight of 2 Lord and your Judge. 
The Gaity of your youthful Years may tempt 
you to turn a deaf Ear to all this good Advice ; 


but remember, that old Age will quickly overtake | 
you, and bow your Strength down to the Grave; 


and then every earthly Delight will forſake you. 


Then muſt you take leave of all you have toiled for, 
of all your Friends, . and whatever is dear and valu- | 


able to you: only your good Works ſhall follow 


vou beyond the Grave, If you have faithfully en- 
deavoured to make your Calling and Election ſure, 
and are prepared for your great Change, O well | 


is thee, and happy ſhall thou be! For you ſhall go 


from this World of Miſery, to the Paradiſe of the 
Bleſſed ; and be admitted into the New Jeruſalem, | 
where the Souls of them that Sleep in the Lord 


Jeſus, enjoy perpetual Reſt and Felicity. O moſt 
bleſſed Manſion of the heavenly City! O moſt clear 


Bay of Eternity, which no Night obſcureth, but 


the Glory of God ever enlighteneth! O blefled 


Jeſus (let the devout Chriſtian ſay) when ſhall I ! 


behold thee ! when ſhall I contemplate the Glory of 
thy Kingdom ! When wilt thou be unto me all in 
all! O when ſhall I be with thee in thy Kingdom, 
which thou haſt prepared for thy Beloved from all 
Eternity | ! I am left a pac and baniſhed Man i Y w 
an 
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Land of mine Enemies, where there are daily Wars, 
and great Calamities, Comfort my Baniſhment, 
aſſuage my Sorrow: For my whole Deſire ſigheth 
after thee. 


Come Lord whe Come 3 
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| Morning Prayer for a F amily. | 


Let one read, or ſa y devoutly what follow- 
erb, the 2 of the 2 attending. 


sf 8 HE Lord hath brought us ſafe to 
Atze Beginning of this Day, let us 

therefore give him Thanks for this, and 
for all his Mercies. 1 
Let us pray that we may live in the 

Fear of God, and continue in Love and 


5 Charity with our Neighbours. 


That the Lord may bleſs all our ho- 


neſt Endeavours, and make us content 1 


With what his Frovidenes ſhall order 
for us. 

And that we may continue his faithful | 
Servants unto our Lives end. 1 
For all which Bleſſings let us devout- 


5 ly pray. 


Then all devoutly nceling, let one ſay, 1 


O God, by whom the whole World is | 
governed and preſerved, we give 


thee Fimble Thanks for thy fatherly Care 


over us; beſeeching thee to make us 


oy” ſenfible of ay Mercies, and thank- 
ful 


1 
& | 
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ful for them. Give us Grace, that we 

may walk as in thy Sight, making a 
Conſcience of our Ways, and fearing to 
offend thee, may never fall into the Sins 
we have repented of. Enable us to re- 


ſiſt the Temptations of the World, the 
Fleſh, and the Devil; to follow the Mo- 

tions of thy good Spirit, to be ſerious and 
holy in our Lives, true and juſt in our 

Dealings, watchful over our Thoughts, 


Words, and Actions, diligent in our Bu- 
ſineſs, and temperate in all Things. And 


becauſe we cannot be ſafe without thy 


Succour, defend us, we beſeech thee, 
from all Dangers both of Body and Soul. 


Make us ever ſenſible that we depend 


upon thee, that in all our Neceſſities we 


may look up to thee for Help. And the 


gracious God give. us what is needful for. 


us, and withal give us contented Minds. 
Give us the Bleſſings of this Life, and 


Grace not to abuſe them; but above all 
Things, give us the Bleflings of the World: 
to come, for Jeſus Chriſt's Sake. Hear 


us, O God, not according to our weak. 


Underſtanding, but according to the full 
Meaning of that Form of Words, which, 


Z r Chriſt hath taught us: 


Our Father, Ge. 
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TH E Godt of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
1 and the Love of God, and the Fel. 
owſhip of the Holy Choſt, be with us 
| al evermore. Amen. 


Evening Prayer for a Family. 


Let one read, or ſay devoutly what folleweth, 5 
the reſt of the Family attending. 


) Y the Favour of God, we are come 
to the Evening of this Day; ; and we 
are ſo much nearer our latter End. 
Let us ſeriouſly confider this, and pray 
God to fit us for the Hour of Death, — 
Let us with penitent Hearts beſeech him 
to pardon our Sins; and to deliver us 
from the Evils which we have juſtly de- 
| ferved —Let us reſolve to amend where 
we have done amiſs, and pray God that 
his Grace may ever be with us. —And 
that we may be ſafe under his Protection, 
who alone can defend us from all Dangers, 
as well ghoſtly as bodily : for all which 
Blffings let us devoutly pray, 


| Then all devuutly kneeling, let one fay . 


0 Lord and heavenly Father, we ac- 

knowledge thy great Goodneſs to us, 

in ſparing. us when we deſerve Puniſn- 
ment; 
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ment; in giving us the Neceſſaries of this 

Life: And in ſetting before us the Hap- 
pineſs of a better Life! O merciful God, 

_ pardon our Sins; correct and amend what- 
ever thou ſeeſt amiſs in us, that as we 
grow in Years, we may grow 1n Grace, 
and the nearer we draw to our latter End, 


the better we may be prepared for it, In 


the midſt of Life we are in Death. Lord, 
grant that theſe Thoughts may make us 
careful how we live, that we may eſcape 
the bitter Pains of eternal Death. Take 
from us all Ignorance, Hardneſs of Heart, 
and too much Carefulneſs for the Things 
of this Life. Make us a Family fearing 
thee, O God, ſubmitting ourſelves to thy 
good Pleaſure, and putting our whole 
Truſt in thy Mercy. Grant that Go- 
vernors may rule with Truth and Juſtice, 
and that we, whoſe Duty it is to obey, 
may do it for Conſcience Sake. Conti- 
nue to us the Means of Grace, and the 
Bleſſings of Peace and Unity, which by 

thy Goodneſs we enjoy. We commend. 
_ unto thy tender Mercy, O God, all that 
labour under Trials and Afflictions, all 
fick and dying Perſons, and all our Re- 
lations, Benefactors, and Friends, Let 
thy Bleſſing, O Lord, be with us, to de- 
fend us in all Dangers, and comfort us in 


all 
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all Adverſities ; and when we depart this 
Life, grant that we may dwell. with thee in 
Life Everlaſting for Jefus Chriſt's Sake. 
Hear us, O merciful God, not accord- 
Ing to our weak. Underſtanding, but ac- 
cording to the full Meaning of that Form 
of Words, which Jeſus Chriſt hath 
„„ 5 


Our Father, which art in Heaven, Ec. 


The Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, &c. 


„„ 2 
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